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UFE 9d1e 95 | 5 fias 3 39 granfa »mst, aravet 3 gt
an &t fenrfir gvet wfow & et Rfo3s ag & a® aq
fewfen 3 | »y & AIw BT & WIIIT §F WEUT FIET FH
fifg atat 9 | few few Ha &4t fa waw Bu § fiy gaw fee ¥
HIF3™ O WART B waiE aFsd & mut fagw ‘&t Hew
ng Ot ¥tme” few a3t T | fea »ide S0t et © ufos eda
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When Guru Govind inaugurated the sacrament of steel he
proved himself a wise and far-sighted leader. For of all material
things which genius has inspired with spiritual significance steel
is the truest and most uncompromising. Let humanitarians prate
as they will, there never his been a race who have not been purged
and refined by it. In some it is the only combater of grossness
and the monster of self. To the Khalsa it gave a cause and welded
them into a nation; and in the dark days of Muhammadan rule
in the middle of the eighteen century, when the sikh was slain
at sight and no quarter was given, it drove them on those gallant
crusades in which they rode to Amritsar in the dead of night. lept
into the sacred tank and out again, and galloped back through the
enemies’ lines purified. Hundreds were slain, but not one abjured
his faith or perjured his soul to preserve "his muddy vesture of
decay”.

[Edmond Candler, The Mantle of the East.120-21.
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