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INTRODUCTION

The study of myth is of great importance in the study of
individual societies and human culture. The myths of a
people reflect and explore the image of that people.
Generally speaking, a myth is a kind of communication, but
in religion it is the symbolic narration. Such a narrative is
believed to be substantially true by the people, among
whom it is current. The myth does not induce discussion or
.argument, it is only a presentation. It is said to be one of the
three forms.of religious expression viz. sacred speech, sacred
acts and sacred places. Sacred speech pertains to sacred texts

. and hymns, sacred acts connote the cult rituals and sacred

places (or ob]ects) are symbols. The three forms always occur
together in’ any culture.

Myth and history-differ from each other in their style of narration.
Whereas myth is a narrative of origins, history is a narrative
of recent events. The myths are traditional. They go back to
an age, which is called ‘mythopoeic age’, but there are some
myths, like the legends of the saints or the founders of
religions, which have arisen in historic times. In the latter
N case, the story coincides with the contemporary spirit.

Mythology is the scientific and historical study of myths
belonging to any people. The work in hand is a dictionary
of mythological references in Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh

& Scripture. This Scripture is a great mediaeval-anthology of
- the hymns of the Sikh Gurus and the like-minded radical
saints who flourished in India from the twelfth to seven-
: teenth century. It is the product of Bhakti Movement. During
this movement five Bhakti cults were prevalent in India-viz.
‘Vaishnavism, Shaivism, Shaktaism, Shauryaism and
Ganapatyaism. These cults considered Vishnu, Shiva, Shakti,
Eg ~Sun and Ganesha as manifestations of God respectively.
f - Alongwnth these cults of Hinduism, the Muslim mystics
i called Sufis, were also making their contribution towards
Bhakti Movement. In the Punjab, where the Sikh Scripture
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was compiled and edited. Vaishnavism, Shaivism and
Shaktaism were the representative Hindu cults and the
Chishti and Qadiri orders mainly represented the Sufis.

Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh Scripture, is a huge volume, consisting »
of 1430 pages, having the songs of love and peace, written |
in various Indian languages and dialects. Except JAPU of

. Guru Nanak Dev in the beginning and Swayyas and Shlokas
at the end, all the other compositions are set in thirty-one )
Ragas and Raginis. All the poems in the Scripture, smaller
ones or longer ones, follow a definite metrical system.
Though the poets belonged to different parts of the country &5}—“

!
!

and different groups of society, they had a common religious
ideology, therefore though they repeated the same thoughts
in their poetical compositions, they presented images drawn
" from their own visible and intellectual spheres. The diversity
* of imagery derived from nature as well as indoor life, makes
the poetry appealing and ever-fresh. Sometimes the image
~ is created by the use of myth, The saint-poets and the Sikh
Gurus have made use of mythology, not as an article of
belief, but just to explain some practice or belief. The use of ,
 mythology by them is just illustrative of their background.
The contribution of the fifth Guru, Guru Arjan Dev, is the largest é‘w
~ in the Sikh Scripture. After him, we have Guru Nanak DeVv
(the first Guru), Guru Amar Das (the third Guru), Guru Ram
 Das (the fourth Guru), Kabir (the saint of Uttar Pradesh), '
- Farid (the Sufi saint of Punjab), Namdev (the saint of i
Maharashtra), Ravidas (the saint of Uttar Pradesh) etc. The .
contributors were all types of men : Jaidev was a Brahmin,
. ‘Pipa was a king, Namdev was a calico-printer, Trilochan
- was a Vaish, Sadhna—a butcher, Dhanna—a farmer, Sain— i
a barber, Kabir—a weaver, Ravidas—a cobbler and the Sikh a
Gurus—Kshatriyas. ' L
" The people to-whom the sacred lyrics of the Scripture were
addressed or before whom they were sung, were mainly
Hindus, whose heritage consisted of Shruti and Smriti. The
four Vedas were their Shruti; each of them was divided into
four parts ViZ. mantras, Brahmanas, Aranyaks and i
Upanishads-; The Swritis were the Itihasas and Puranas. h
ftihasas (Epics) consisted of Ramayana and Mahabharata.
The puranas (eighteen Mahapuranas and eighteen




M g

(story

Upapuranas) were ‘mainly Vaishnavite, Shaivite ang

" Shaktaite. These works were the basic sources of the Hindu

traditions and- store-houses of their myths. Mr. P. Thomas,
the author of “Epics, Myths and Legends of India” has
rightly remarked : “Hindu mythology is more than mytho-
logy. It is a living religion. Throughout India can be seen
idols of gods and goddesses worshipped at present as was
done hundreds of years ago. Most of them are true to type
and could have easily stepped out of one of the Puranas.”
He writes further, “The'study of the Vedas was the exclusive
privilege of the Brahmins. For the common folk, the Smritis
were considered good enough. They learnt stanzas of them
by heart or listened to recitations by priests. Even now Katha
-telling) is a regular religious institution, and Brah-
mins learned in sacred lore can be seen reading passages
from the Puranas or Epics to enraptured audiences and
explaining to them the meaning of myths and legends.
While the lower classes are generally ignorant of the
teachings of the Vedas and. the philosophic schools, practi-
cally every Hindu is conversant with the tales of Rama and
Sita, of the doings of Hanuman, of the adventures of the
Mahabharata heroes and of the various activities of Krishna.
Inspite of the efforts of the Arya Samajists, the Hindu
revivalists, to bring the Vedas to the masses, the religion of

the vast majority of Hindus stil] remains Puranic, that is
mythological.” '

The Sikh ‘Gurus and the radical ‘saints arose from the common

Hindu folk and were thus saturated with their tradition but
they had a distinct message to convey to them, as staunch
protagonists of the Bhakti Movement. They believed in only
one God, who is both Transcendent and Immanent. There-
fore they rejected all other gods and goddesses. Any being,
who takes birth, passes away, when it completes its span of
life. (Asa M. 5, p. 375). Why should that god or goddess be
worshipped, who takes birth and. passes away ? (Var Gujri
M. 3, p- 509). Since mythology explains and illustrates the
nature and character. of the gods or other powers, the
attitude of the Sikh Scripture towards the gods or their
legends becomes evident, It does not form part of the belief
of the contributors of the Scripture. The masses used various
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‘Ultimate Reality,

names for their gods, which were actually based on their
exploits and feats or those of their incarnations. But the same

Names were sanctified still further. by appending them with
because it is He Only, under Whose

Command-every act was performed. When the Creator-God

is brought into focus, He is in unison with Preceptor and

True disciple. He is the Purity-incarnate, while the gods,

The

The P

goddesses and other. powers engulfed by maya are all
impure. They are mere chessmen in the world’s Play. The
rituals performed to appease the gods have thus no worth
in the eyes of the Gurus and saints.

mythological references used in the hymns of the Sikh
Scripturé are used to substantiate a point. Through such
references the point is fully illustrated and elucidated. TwO
instances are quoted below, one from the hymns of Guru
Nanak. Dev and the other from the hymns of the saint
Namdev. o : | ‘

Brahma became proud and-did not know the Lord;

. The calamity of the Vedas befell him and he repented;

He, by whom the Lord is remembered, his mind is
soothed. |
Such pride is bad in the world;

with whomsoever the Guru meets, his pride he removes.
—2

—1

The king Bali was proud of his wealth,
He offered many sacrifices, but was proud of money and

material;
the nether

Without.consulting the Guru, he went to

region; - ST
gave alms and acquired renown,

Hari Chand- |
without the Guru, he did not obtain the end of the

He himself leads astray and Himself gives wisdom. —3
.de of the evil-minded and- wicked Harnakhas was
smote down by Narayana; ; |
Mercy was bestowed on Prahlada and he was saved. — 4
The foolish and thoughtless Ravana was led ‘astray,
He was beheaded and Lanka was plundered;

The pride hath a fall without the love of the True

&
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‘Guru. —5

The thousand-armed Madhu, Keet and Mahikhasa (were
killed);
Harnakhas was destroyed with nails;
Without the practice of devotion, the Daityas were de-
stroyed. —6

Jarasandh and Kalajamun were killed,
Raktabij and Kalanemu were destroyed;
After destroying the Daityas, the saints were saved. —7

The True Guru himself contemplates on the Word;
By reason of duality, the Daityas were destroyed;

The disciples were saved by reason of devotion to the True
One. —8

Duryodhana drooped low and lost the honour;

He did not know Ram, the Creator, '

Whosoever inflicts pain on the saint, languishes in
misery. —9

Janmeja did’' not know the Word of the Guruy,

Deluded by errors how could he be happy ?
He repented afterwards for being led astray a little bit.—10

The unparalleled Kansa, Kesi and Chandur
Lost their honour by not going in search for Ram;
None protects without the Lord of the Universe. —11

Without the Guru, the pride cannot be eradicated,

By the instruction of the Guru piety, patience and the Name
of Hari are obtained;

Whosoever gets the Name, he sings the Praises of the Lord,

saith Nanak: —12
(Gauri M. 1, pp. 224-25)

Repeating the Name of Hari, all the delusions ended,
Remembrance of the Name of Hari is the best discipline,
By repeating His Name one adopts the caste and family

of Hari, :
That Hari is the staff of a blind person. —1

Salutations to Hari, Salutations to Hari,
There can be no agony of Yama by repeating His

Name.
Hari took out the breath of Harnakhas;

—1



- He gave Ajamal a seat in the heaven.

_Instructing the parrot, Ganika attained salvation;
That Hari is the pupil of my eye. '

' Putana attained salvation by repeating His Name,
She who was the child-killer and full of deceit.
(Draupadi) the daughter of Draupad attained salvation,
The wife of Gautama became stone and thus attained

~ emancipation. . 3
- Who crushed Kesi and Kansa to death ? Who gave new life
to Kali ?

Such is Hari, saith Nama (Namdev),
By the__repetitipn of whose Name, fear and affliction vanish

" away. —4
‘ (Gond Namdeo, p. 874)
Namdev was a Vaishnava in his early life and living in an area
of influence of Vaishnavism, applies the names of Rama and
Krishna for God and relates their stories ih order to explain
- His Greatness, it does not show that Namdév was a
Vaishnava. The Gurus have also made use of several
Vaishnavite Names of Vishnu for God. But whenever the
Gurus and saints have talked about gods, goddesses and
their incarnations as such ‘they have exhibited.them as
created beings and performing their duties according to the
will of God. Guru Arjan Dev has conclusively said :

The Smr,i_fisz.v.edas .a“fl Puranas, all such books cry out, that
Everything is false without the Name of the Lord, all talk

is futile. o ,
) (Suli M, 5, p. 761) *

Thus the Sikh Scr.ipture talks about the above-mentioned Hindu

‘ scriptures with regard to the Name of the Lord, while their
myths are merely old stories. _ \

Though the Muslims were a dominant force, when the Sikh

Scripture Was Pfel?af?d, there is very little Muslim Mythol-

o8y incOl‘POI'ated‘m its verses. Some references to Islamic

cepts and beliefs are found in the verses of the Sikh

con . .
Gurus, Kabir and the Sufi saint Sheikh Farid.

This work has Deen Prepared at the request of some serious
stu dents of the_ Sikh Scl‘lpture, because in various hymns,
they find somc mythological references and they cannot
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Proceed further unless they understand fully the import of
such references. In order to explain each reference, it was
thought necessary to give the source of the reference,
examples of its use in Guru Granth Sahib along with the
required episode or comment. I am confident that this work
will serve the purpose of giving desired information. I hope
it will be useful to both the ordinary readers and the scholars
of the Sikh Scripture.

T 27-6-92 Surindar Singh Kohli
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ADAM

Source : the Koran; the Bible
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

ggr ey a9 fag sefs feurgtu

efs st farfg wast w=tn
(39§ qula, V. 19€9)

When God saw towards Adam with His unapproving cyes,

how could he stay long in heaven then ?
(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1161)

Comments : The reference about Adam in Guru Granth Sahib is

a backhanded compliment. On the face of it, it can be
translated thus: "When God showed his eyes to Adam, he
enjoyed heaven greatly." In the first few chapters of the
Bible, it is stated that after God had created the universe, he
took some of the dust of the earth and created Adam, a man.

" He was kept in the Garden of Eden, where there were fruit

trees, rivers and other things, which he could desire. But still
Adam was a lone man. Therefore God created his wife Eve
from one of his ribs. Both of them lived happily. They had
been forbidden by God to eat the fruit of one of the trees.
This Tree was the Tree of knowledge of Good and Evil. The
couple did not yet know the evil. One day the devil entered
the Garden in the form of a snake and persuaded Eve to cat
the fruit of the above-mentioned tree. Eve tasted some of it
and gave some to Adam. Thus on the inducement of the
devil, they broke the law of the Garden and no longer
remained innocent. As a punishment, they were driven out
of the garden. They had disobeyed God and had brought evil
into the world.

AD BHAVANI

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

g ootz @ arfe IEwtu
yafz &t wdbar Far suTst il @@ aweE, ¥ es)
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You are called Ad Bhavani, Where do you hide yourself when

ou have to grant salvation ?
4 & ' (Gond Namdev, p. 874)

Comments: The word “Ad” means 'from the beginning’ and

Bhavani is another name of Durga, the wife of Shiva. Thus
Ad Bhavani may connote the Shakti of Shiva. The word Ad
also gives the sense of 'the first' or 'the original’. Ad Bhavani
may be differentiated from Ad Shakti or Primal Power.

AGASTYA

Source : Mahabharata, Ramayana, Uttara Ramayana, Bhagavata
Purana, Devi Bhagavata Purana, Skandha Purana.
kefereuce in Guru Granth Sahib :

= Wity O sferit asuas,
- fAufe gs9@ st 9 mE
o afs wg et dt |
(@5HT? 13865, -~ 695)
Though ambrosia, moom, elysian cow, Lakshmi, the miracu-
lous tree, the sun's steed and the physician Dhanantar arose
from the ocean, who is the lord of the rivers, yet on account
of its Karmas (actions), its saltishness does not end.
' (Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695).

Episode : In the above reference, the name of Agastya has not been

given, but it is implied. Agastya was a great rishi (seer) of
his time. When' Indra killed Vritrasura, a demon, who was
an enemy of gods, his allies, the Kalakeya demons hid
themselves at the bottom of the ocean, from where they used
to come to the earth and devour the Brahmins, ruthlessly
killing them. They also caused much damage to the
hermitages of Vasishtha and Cyavana. The Brahmins on

_earth were terribly afraid and Prayed to the gods to protect

them. The gods entreated Vishnu for the protection of
Brahmins. Vishnu told them that unless the ocean was dried
up and the Kalakeya demons were caught, nothing could be
done and this task could only be performed by Agastya.
Agastya could: not refuse the request made by gods,
therefore he miraculously drank the whole of the ocean, to
the wonder of all the spectators. The gods caught hold of all
the demons and killed them. But now another problem arose
for which the gods were told by Vishnu that the ocean would
be filled again when Bhagirath, by his penance, would bring
the Ganges on the earth.

14

%
=




There is another version of the above episode. In order to save
the world from the wrath of the demons, the gods arranged
a sacrificial feast (Yajna) to which the ocean was also invited,
but he did not come because of his ego, therefore Agastya
drank him. When the beings of the sea began to writhe in

agony, because of the want of water, Agastya, made water -

and filled the ocean again. This is the reason of the
saltishness of the water of ocean.

Comments: When the ocean was churned by the gods and
demons jointly, fourteen precious gems (Chaudeh Ratan)
came out of it. They included the ambrosia, moon, elysian
cow, Lakshmi, the miraculous tree, the sun's steed and the
physician Dhanantar. But still the water of the ocean could
not become sweet and remained saltish because of his past

Karmas.

AGNI

Source : Vedic hymns addressed to Agni, the god of fire. Various
references to Agni are found in Mahabharata and Devi Bhagavata.

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

famre w»nast u3fo fes=ti

(@T AN 2, U. 8€8) -

Wonderful is the fire which works wonders.

(Var Asa M. 1, p. 464)
Agni is called “Baisantar Devta” (Var Asa M. 1, p. 473). Its other
names are Pavak and Tejas. It is an evolute from Air (Paun Devata)
and labours hard like him under the Fear of the Lord.

WHE 8T Hod JEifs 3TN
gesSt gy AT A¥ wEifs ¥

(FanraT gyt i 9, ¥ 190t)

When the sun blazes in the sky, the earth is roasted and her

~ sap is dried by the fire of the sun. . :
(Baramaha Tukhari M. 1, p. 1108)

avHe vET fAS 3 BT wie b arfe a1 1)
(&3S w8, V. 9333)

The sun is the main source of heat (Agni) and light. The fire
is latent in wood. Guru Ram Das says : "The fire is locked in
the wood; it is struck only by the person, who knows the
method.” '
: (Kalyan M. 4, p. 1323)
At marfs Qe vfa 3t wafa wfonr )

(TNaEBY i 3, wde, ¥ €39)




Just as the fire of the womb is within the body, the fire of maya

is out (of the body).
(Ramkali M. 3, Anand, p- 921)

fgrsT A8 a0 & arEt
o w3, & 929/
gt 8, V. 232)
=y SGaHT Weat fansT As3t a3 yaa il '?é)
f 8

(RS W 3, V.
The desire is also a kind of fire, which can be extinguished by
the Name of the Lord. There is alsora mention of the fire ©
. the forest (Dawa Agan), which destroys the plants and trees ©

the forest as well as the insects, birds and animals.
(pp. 120, 732, 1416)

mmnﬁ@&a@mmw&;u
Giafs w 9, & €77

A little spark of fire is enough to burn down a huge stack of

firewood.
(Sorath M. 1, p- 637)

The fire 1S also a great purifier. It purifies the metal.
S : (Shalok Farid, p. 1380

unit ar wg wEd Wfa il A8F ...
T (996 anwe@, ¥ 19EV)

o fire of hell is meant for the sinners. The abode of the sinner

is in the fiI'E. .
. . . . (Bhairo Namdcv, p. 1165)
gt Afs fa=y fagur A0 asfsfaywfearn
: g H. 2, §. 1033

From water, heat (Agni) and electricity are produced.
(Maru M.1, p. 1033)-

E Pis&de . There is no direct reference to any episode about Agni,
he god of fire in Guru Granth Sahib.

t
Comments : VYe produce below a quotation regarding Agni, the
god of fire, as given in Epics, Myths and Legends of india (p.
23)d by P. Thomas. It conveys the significance of this Vedic
goc - :
«Agni is the lord, protector, king of men. He is the lord of
the house, dwelling in every abode. He is guest in evVery
home; 'he despises no man, he lives in every family- He is
therefore considered as a mediator between gods and men,
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and as a witness of their actions; hence to the present day
he is worshipped, and his blessing sought on all solemn
occasions, as at marriage, death, etc. In these old hymns,
Agni is spoken of as dwelling in the two pieces of wood,
which being rubbed together produce fire, and it is noticed
as a remarkable thing that a living being should spring out
of dry (dead) wood. Strange to say, says the poet, the child
as soon as he is born begins with unnatural voracity to
consume his parents. Wonderful is his growth seeing that he
is born of a mother who cannot nourish him; but he is
nourished by the oblations of clarified butter which are
poured into his mouth and which he consumes.”

AHALYA

Source : Valmiki Ramayana, Katha Saritsagara
References in Guru Granth.Sahib :
JIay U™ »igfenr fergt fam efu fig gafenmi
AOR Rl foos gar g€ 37 Hfs usa e

(@3t e 9, ¥. 9383-88)

On seeing Ahalya, the wife of sage Gautama, Indra, the king
of gods was fascinated. He repented in his mind, when he got

a thousand marks of vulva on his body. .
(Prabhati M. 1, pp. 1343-44

AdHT o5 & fég nurfenr
(@7 THas? w2 3, ST W 9, Y. tu3) .
The god Indra wailed and wept, when he received a thousand

marks of vulva on his body.
(Var Ramkali M. 3, Shalok M. 1, p. 953)

g AT fAasT fsAaST 1l
* @iT aweg, ¥. to8)

The wife of Gautama, who had been turned into a stone, was

saved.
(Gond Nanuiev, p. 874).

Episode : Gautama, the sage, was the Guru of Indra, the king of
gods. He had a very pretty wife named Ahalya. On seeing
her enchanting beauty, Indra was highly fascinated. While
the sage was out for taking a bath, Indra entered the
hermitage in the guise of the sage and took bed with Ahalya.
Indra had not left the place still, when the sage returned.
Indra and Ahalya were both cursed by the sage. Indra had-
to lose his testicles and his body was tainted with a thousand

17




marks of vulva on his body. Ahalya was to be turned into
a stone. On her entreaties, the sage took pity on her and
declared that she would take her original form, the moment
Sri Rama touched her in Treta Yuga.

ents : It is said in the Ramayana, that Sri Rama, while
g in the forests of Dandaka, touched Ahalya with

d restored her to her former state.

. AJA
Source : Mahabharata, Anushasana Parva. Also Raghuvansha of
Kalidasa.
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

»a g < Sfun yrfe
(g aTnast 1 3, R8T w1 9, 4. ¢u3)

. t, eat the dung he gave in charity.
Aja WeP (Var Ramkali M. 3, Shalok 1:1\2 ;r:;?; )
sode Aja was a king of the solar dynasty. He was the son of
Ep! King Raghu, father of Dashratha and grandfather of Shri
Rama: Once a hermit came to him and asked for charity. He
:s stable and inspecting the horses. At first he did

was in h .

not P atten!:lon. to the request of the hermit, but when
ce minded' lfe in his pride and anger gave some dung to the
recluses which was accepted and preserved by him. As the
. e passed, the dung increased in volume and size. On an
ting expedition, the king thought of testing the modesty

of his wife, therefore, soaking his clothes in a deer's blood
he gent them to his queen, giving the impression, that he hacl'
assed away during the expedition. The queen full of
extreme sorrow and anguish, became a "Sati". The king out
of repentance for his action, left his kingdom and resorted
the forest. There he went to the same hermit, whom he
had given the horse's dung in charity. The hermi; offered to

pim the dung from the preserved heap. The king felt highl
jghamed and wept for his rudeness and arrogance)t

. Aja means i ‘
co en:;n : ;lso g atll)nconqt}erable. It. 1&:. one of the names of
Bra p beh' . ove episode exhibits the punishment for
the rude behaviour. One has to feel ashamed and penitent. |

Comm
wanderin

his feet an

when he was made to
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Epis

Comments : Through this episode, it is illustrated that ey,

AJAMILA

Source : Bhagavata Purana '
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

This name occurs singly and with others in several verses of

the Sikh Scripture. Where it occurs singly, there is pointed
reference to his life-incident e.g.

HHNHS I T as Wiy sofes gfa »rety
#ma@ﬁaﬂwmﬁaﬁafgxwﬁm i
(HaB 1 €, & toq)
At the time of his death, Ajamila grew conscious of Narayan

(God); he attained in an instant that state, which the great Yogi
desires to attain.

(Ramkali M. 9, p. 802)
WS (ifg yg yfs sAst afy sefes g3 1
ﬂ%mé%w@a@mﬁ%ﬁeﬁu
(5C i 8, §. ¢rq)
Ajamila exhibited his love for his son and shouted out his name

Narayan. His faith Pleased the mind of my Lord, who smote
and drove out the myrmidons of Yama (death).

(Nat M. 4, p. 981).

(Narayana was also the name of the son of Ajamila)
ode : Ajamila was the son of a Brahmin. Once he wag sent b
his father to bring twigs from the jungle to make the
sacrificial fire. There he was fascinated by the beauty of ,
Shudra woman, whom he married. He forsook the ide, of
returning home and lived with his Shudra wife, who bore
several children. The name of his eldest son was Narayan,
Ajamila became absorbed in al] types of vices. When at thé
ripe age of eighty-seven, the messengers of Yama came, he
was frightened_ and shouted loudly the name of his eldest
son Narayana. It is said that NARAYANA (God) appeareq
there and drove away the messengers of Yama. From that
day, he relinquished all vices and became a true devotee of

Lord-God. Because of his great penance, he attaineq
salvation.

en the

highly vicious persons like Ajamila can attain salvatjop
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AJRAIL (AZRAIL)

Source : Muslim scripture, the Koran
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
mAgEtE ganaT faw WS wat)
(@@ &t I 1w 8, RS o u, ¥. 3
The angel Ajrail crushes the evil-doers in the crusher like the

sesame seed.
(Gauri ki Var M. 4, Shalok M. 5, p- 315)

AT g §9 fAF 39" Wag
(Fgdar > u, ¥. 738)

He, who is dependent on Thee, O Lord ! Ajrail is the friend Of
that person.
(Tilang M. S5, p. 724)

s UGRfs nirdhy gat fasT gt
wHITEs @dnaT IRt arfe et
(et at TT W 3, RS w9, Y. t43)
The rebels will be called to account; the angel Ajrail will

surround them for punishment.
(Ramkali ki Var M. 3, Shalok M. 1, p. 953)

Hmu@z#mﬁﬁea@ﬁéﬁ;u
bﬁfﬁwﬁnrmﬁmﬁfewﬁ%u

(R8& gdte, /. 13¢3)

ik-ul-Maut (the angel of death). will come after

when the Mali
preaking all the doors; those dear brothers will bind you and

ou for burial...
send Y : (Shatok Farid, p. 1383)

ts : Ajrail (Azrail), one of the archangels, is the angel of

n " = -
Comﬂd‘zath. He is called “Malik-ul-Maut" in Persian. He becomes
the guest of everyone on the fixed day and time. He punishes

the evil-doers and is a friend of the virtuous, and devoteeg

of the Lord.

AKRURA

Source : Bhagavata Purana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
ga€ g9 f389F anr afs adle fasfey afew i
FEt & MET SI3T T I HHICH JJ aQ gfar il
(TN Wod At &, f 93¢3)

OOdho'b'Akn;rla (of the Dwapara age) and Trilochan, Namdev N
and Kabir (‘? hron age) got their sins effaced by remembering o
the Name of the Lord and the same undeceivable Name, which
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ferries the saints across the world

-ocean, came into the mind
of Guru Amar Das.

(Swayye Mahle Tevje ke, p. 1393)
Episode : Akrura was an uncle of Sri Krishna and also his faithfu]
ally and well-wisher. When Kansa planned to kill Krishna
and Balabhadra, he conducted a festival. Akrura was sent b
Kansa to bring the two brothers for the festival. He

understood the plot and informed Krishna about it He also
advised Krishna to kill Kansa.

Akrura fought against Jarasandha on the side of Krishna. He
became famous as a commander of Yadava army. Op

another occasion, he was sent by Krishna, Balab

hadra and
Oodho to get tidings about Kunti and the Pandavag from
Hastinapur.

Comments: Being a great devotee of the Lord, he achieveq
salvation.

ALLURING DAMSELS OF HEAVEN (APSARAS;)

Source : Puranas (Vishnu and Agni), Valmiki Ramayan,,
Balakanda.

" Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
It USBT FJug FD> gy ﬁ%_e@"
mwmmmmw;@"
T F ¥ wmgsr wmuzr B B

If the clothes be of heat and cold and the food be of the wip, d

the alluring women of heaven be there everywhere, ’
OR

ven may all go away. Sy} ma

and the eagerness of my utterance ay

The alluring women of hea
Praise Thee, O Lord !
not diminish.
(Var Majh M, 1, P 143,
Comments : The reference to the alluring women of heaven' .
fact, a reference to the Apsaras, who are said to Teside ;
heaven of Indra. They rose from the milk-oceap,

. . . at ¢ R
of its churning,. They are celestial beings in resp:\: ti o
forms. None of the gods could wed them beCaUSe th ndel‘\t
not undergo purification. Therefore, they became oY qj q

o
easy virtue and wives of Gandharvas. The ar“nen of
presented as a reward to heroes fallen in battle, e

Me Alsq
important Apsaras are Menaka, Rambha ang Tl\ilot l?f the
Um

a

’

2]



who are sent by Indra to shake the virtue of penitent sages.

AMARAPURI (AMARAVATI)

Source : Devi Bhagavata Purana for Amaravati
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

wag FET »Hangdt A @fe 5 u=
(REEle Ho3 989 &, V. 93¢t)

In the Sikh Scripture, instead of Amaravati, the word Amarapuri

has been used. ;
"Ineffable is the discourse of Anmiarapuri (the immortal city). He

also attains unto it, whom the Lord blesses."
(Swayye Mahle Chauthe ke, p. 1398)

Comments : Amaravati is the city of Indra, the king of the gods.
In Devi Bhagavata its location has been described as
follows : "The world of Brahma extends over 10,000 yojanas
on the Mahameru mountain. There are eight cities, each of
which measures 2500 square yojanas in extent. In the centre :
of Mahameru is Brahma's city called Manovati and to the i
east of Manovati is Indra's city Amaravati. Other citieg
belong to Agni, Nirrti, Varuna, Vayu, Kubera and Shjya "

Amaravati conveys the idea of an eternal city, but according to
the Adi Granth all the gods and goddesses will ultimately
pass away, therefore the concept of "Eternal City" with
regard to Indra cannot hold good. The concept of Amarapuri
with regard to the Lord-God, who is Immortal and Eterna]
propounded by the Sikh Gurus and the Radical Saints in the,
sense of "An Eternal City" is virtually justifiable. Other
names of such a city mentioned in the Sikh Scripture are B
"Abichal Nagar" (Everlasting City) p. 785 and "Begumpura" g
(The city of Bliss) p. 345.

AMBARIKA (ABARIKA)
AMRIKA (AMBARISHA)

Source : Bhagavata Purana b

8v

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

(g 5HE=, ¥. 990y)

ABARIKA (AMBARISHA) was granted the state of Fear-
lessness.... (Maru Namdev, p. 1105)

nigdtg Aue< IBIE SHT weg a=igd I |
(reEle Hos 989 d, V. 80y)
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Ambarika (Ambarisha) etc...
(Swayye Mahle Chauthe ke, p. 1405)

Episode: Ambarisha was a king of Ayodhya. He was twenty-
eighth in descent from Ikshwaku. He was the son of king
Mandhata. It is said about him that he was very regular in
observing the Ikadashi fast. Once when he was busy in such
observance, the sage Durvasa came. He had to be served
with meal. Seeing the king thus engaged, the sage went to
the stream to take a bath. The king waited for the sage, but
he did not turn up. The king, therefore, broke his fast. When
the sage reached, he came to know that before his arrival the
king had broken the fast. He was in great rage and cursed
the devout king. It is said that the rage of the sage cre: te?
a demoness, who ran to kill the king. The king then prayed
to the Lord to save him from the wrath of the sage. The Lerd
sent his discus to protect the king. On seeing the Lord's
discus, the sage ran for his safety in all the three worlds but
no god could protect him. Ultimately, he went to the Lord,
who advised him to go to the saintly king which he did and
was thus saved. :

ANGARAI (ANGIRAS)

Source : Mahabharata .
Reference in Guru Granth Sahil :
€99" UgdE »919 I9 IBF AW arfeq |
(FSEIe HIB Uos &, ¥ 93t0)
Durbasa, the king Puru and the sage Angarai (Angiras) sang

the Praises of Guru Nanak Dev.
(Swayye Mahle Palile ke, p. 1390)

Comments : The sage Angiras is said to be the author of many
hymns of Rig Veda. He was one of the Sapt-rishis and one
of the ten Prajapatis. It is also said that he was the father of
Agni. He also agreed to become the first son of Agni. In one
of the accounts it is stated that he was the son of Brahma and
was born from his mind.

ANN DEVATA

(Personification of corn or foodgrain as god).
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
nfgéa?u@éwﬁﬁsgéearggﬁwmﬂuagn

(T 2N HIZ™ 1, V. 893)
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Corn-god, water-god, fire-god, salt and ghee was put the fifth.
(Var Asa M. 1, p. 473)

. See: Pani Devata

ANSA AVATAR
(The incarnation created for a limited purpose).

Source : Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib:
»iar m@arg QufeGs 378 ga dtwr
fAQ ot Irg ar=e vy gy fa=imr

(@T Jral M2 3, . 4é)

The Lord created the incarnations containing some portions of
a god's power, who was thus absorbed in duality. They were

like ruling kings engrossed in worldy affairs.
(Var Gujri M. 3, p, 516)

i YYH WAT HIIT .
(9T 1 4, . 923Yy)

Several Purushas are Ansa Avatars, Who are standing at Thy

Court, O Lord ! v
(Sarag M. 5, p. 1235)

Comments : The Ansa Avatars are the incarnations, who are createq
mainly for one purpose i.e. the killings of a tyrant for the
sake of spreading righteousness. The Ansa Avatar may not be
misunderstood for Hansa Avatar, an incarnation of Vishny in
Satyuga (or Kritayuga), who instructed Sanat Kumara, the
son of Brahma in order to dispel his ego, because even
Brahma could not satisfy his son.

ARJUNA

Source : Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

At 3 wi fage <93t mews g yoore #ady
a9 a9 fAu gu gIT Ju9w wase I
(87T 5HET, ¥, 9¢3)

In whose house, there are Arjuna, an aide-de-camp, Dhruy,
Prahlada, Ambrika, Narada, Nejai, Siddhas, Buddhas alongwith
ninety-two sporting Ganas and Gandharvas.

(Malar Namdev, p. 1292)

Comments : Arjuna was the son of Kunti by god Indra. He was
highly skilled in the use of bow, which he learnt under the
great teacher Dronacharya. Out of the five Pandava brothers,
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he was the third. During the great war of Mahabharata,
Krishna acted as his charioteer. He was very close to
Krishna, who addressed him his celestial song (Bhagavad
Gita). He was called Partha.

See: PARTHA.

ARUNA

Source : Mahabharata, Adi Parva
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
fag ar Stug it 37 F 3 oot
ydt afe sgs Iv § guern
g dfed mwmg=es fudarse &t

(Wswat (389, 4. écy)
Arun, the charioteer of the lamp of the world (i.e. the sun) and

brother of Garuda, the king of the birds became a cripple on
account of his past actions. :

(Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695)
Episode: Aruna was the son of Kashyapa (Brahma's son) by his
wife Vinata. Kashyapa had two wives: Vinata and Kadru.
Having been pleased by their services, he granted them
boons. Kadru was to be blessed with one thousand naga
(serpent) sons and Vinata with two powerful sons. Kadru
laid one thousand eggs and Vinata two. After five hundred
years, Kadru had one thousand sons. Vinata's eggs were not
mature as yet, but she became so much impatient that she
broke open one of her eggs and a half-developed child,
Aruna, came out. After another five hundred years, the

other egg of Vinata, which became fully developed, hatched
itself and her second son Garuda was born.

On his pre-mature birth, Aruna cursed his mother to live as slave
of Kadru till the birth of her second son. After pronouncing
the curse, Aruna rose to the sky and on the advice of Brahma,
became the charioteer of sun-god, so that by standing before
the god, the intensity of his heat may be reduced.

It is said that Aruna broke the legs of some birds in one of his
previous births, therefore in pursuance of the law of Karma,
he became a cripple as the brother of Garuda.

Comments: One cannot escape the punishment of previous
actions.
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ASWAMEDHA

Source : Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

WHANT AITS || IBT Yy & Il yar fers S 1l
39 & uAfa afg atafz s
(@F 5HeE, V. t23)

Performance of horse-sacrifice, donating gold against one's
* own weight, having a bath at Prayag, they are not equal to the
merit ofPremembering the Name and singing the Praises of the

Lord.
(Gond Namdev, p. 873)

WMENT A9l i AST I8 €78 S

aHas™ Afg 3€ & uA Il
. (@wast seE, V. €3)

Performing horse-sacrifice and donating gold secretly in fruit,

they do not equal the merit of the Name of the Lord.
§ (Ramkali Namdev, p. 973)

Comments : Any king, who performed this sacrifice was consid-
ered a conqueror and a king of kings. In this sacrifice, a horse
of a particular colour was consecrated by the performance
of certain rites; it was then let loose to wander at will for 4
specified period. The horse was followed by the represen.
tative of the king and his army. If the horse returneq
triumphantly, the king was declared the greatest monarch,
but if the horse failed in its mission, the king performing the
sacrifice was ridiculed. One who succeeded in the perfor-
mance of such a sacrifice for a hundred times, enabled the
king to overthrow the throne of Indra and become the
monarch of the universe and also gods.

AVATAR (Incarnation)

Source : Epics, Puranas
Rcferenceé in Guru Granth Sahib :
MEIT & ATST WI || UIHAT USHIH 8§93 1| -~
(@HEBT H: U, ¥ trg)

The Avatars do not know the limits of God; the Supreme

Ishvara, the Transcendental Lord is Infinite.
(Ramkali M. 5, p. 894)

afe fars T&s =39 |l
(338 H: U, V. 99Y€)

There are millions of incarnating Vishnus.
(Bhairo M. 5, p. 1156)
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gafr Gume ex w=gTar

(g W 1, ¥. 9032)
Under God's Will ten Avatars were created.

(Maru M. 1, p. 1037)

TIT H9U § TH AR arefy wfy wegwh

ONTR® W 3, ¢

V. 8y
The exploits of the

kings created inv
the feats of Avatars
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N )
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Avatars.

AVATARS QF VISHNU

ncéarnations of Vishnu)
Source : Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

dfe fans &&d »iearan

it S
TrCHcls Yy e

(3G M 4, ¥ 99YE)
There are millions of incarnating Vishnus.

(Bhairo' M. 5, p. 1156)
gafy ure o wi=ggr )

(HT W 9, ¥. 9039)
der the Will of the Lord, ten incarnations (of Vishnu) were

Under the

created.

(Maru M. 1, p. 1037)
fars Aer meat gur fag sar 3§ fmmar
B B - (FTIF M 3, ¥. yyr)
ishan (It connotes Vishnu here) is always busy; in incarnating
:firrlnself; whom should then the world follow ?

(Wadhans M. 3, p. 559).
" mments : The number of Avatars of Vishnu have 1.10t always
ce erlr‘xail.xed the same. In Mahabharata, the following ten, in
re
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ASWAMEDHA

Source : Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

HETT FIE I FST YIY TH 1| YaT feRsTS | ’<
y+fg afs defg ... :

e @arg sweg, ¥ t7) \ {
Performance of horse-sacrifice, donating gold against on(;' S

- own weight, having a bath at Prayag, they are not equal to the
merit ofremembering the Name and singing the Praises of the
Lord.

(Gond Namdev, |’ 873)

WENT A S AaT a9 oy oI
Fwe™ Hfg 3¢ & YR i 0
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gafiy Que er mEIveT Il
g W 1, ¥. 2039)

Under God's Will ten Avatars were created.
(Maru M. 1, p. 1037)

mm&ﬁﬁmmmu

o i 3, 4 823)

The exploits of the kings created in various ages were sung as
the feats of Avatars.

(Asa M. 3, p. 423)

Comments: The word Avatar ordinarily connotes birth, but in
Hindu mythology, it means the descent of a deity from
heaven. There is mention of Avatars of Vishnu even in the
Vedas. The anecdotes in the Epics and Puranas mainly turn
upon the doctrine of incarnation. Twenty-two incarnations
of Vishnu have been mentioned in the Bhagavata Purana.
The god Shiva has also some incarnations. Ten incarnations
of Vishnu are prominently described in Hindu Literature.
The popular incarnations of Vishnu are Rama and Krishna.
They were kings in their ages, therefore Guru Granth Sahib
specifically states that these kings of different periods were
raised to the status of Avatars.

AVATARS OF VISHNU
(Incarnations of Vishnu)
Source : Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

dfe fans S8 Meaa
(F98 w: y, ¥ WE)

There are millions of incarnating Vishnus.
(Bhairo' M. 5, p. 1156)

gafir Qure ex maar il
org w1, ¥. 9032)

Under the Will of the Lord, ten incarnations (of Vishnu) were

created.
(Maru M. 1, p. 1037)

fang Rer »ieadt gar fag sar 3T e i
(@IIF M 3, ¥ yut)

Krishan (It connotes Vishnu here) is always busy in incarnating

himself; whom should then the world follow ?
(Wadhans M. 3, p. 559).

" Comments : The number of Avatars of Vishnu have not always
remained the same. In Mahabharata, the followmg ten, in
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order have been mentioned :

. The Hansa (Swan)

Kachh or Kurma (Tortoise)
Machh or Matsya (Fish)
Varaha (Boar)

Narsingh (Man-Lion)
Vamana (Dwarf)
Parashurama

Rama

. Satvata, and

10. Kalki
In Bhagavata Purana, twenty-two have been described, including

Prithu, Dhanwantari and Kapila. In the Dasam Granth, the
Sikh Scripture, there is mention of twenty-four incarnations;
but generally ten are mentioned : Four of Satyuga (or
Krityayuga) viz. Matsya (Fish), Kurma (Tortoise), Varaha
(Boar) and Narsingh (Man-lion), Three of Treta Yuga viz.
Vamana (Dwarf), Parashurama and Rama, One of Dwapara
Yuga i.e. Krishna and Two of Kaliyuga viz. Buddha and the

forthcoming Kalki.

© PN U W N e

Guru Granth Sahib rejects the worship of gods and their incarna-
tions, because they are all the created beings and also prone
to death. It lays emphasis on the worship of the Transcen-
dental Brahman (Nirguna), Who is Immortal and Infinite.

BABHIKHAN (VIBHISHANA)

Source : Ramayana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
avefe wfe& wifa gz

3v g3tye Foufy ugefes
(THIBT M: 1, T dGiAfe, V. ¢83)

(The Gurmukh) Rama killed the egoist Ravana, the knowledge
given by the Guru was like the secrets told by Vibhishana.
(Ramkali M. 1, Siddh Goshta, p. 942)

...3g IS »ifaa afa& 1

(Mg 3HET, Y. 990Y)

The Lord bestowed kingship on Babikhan (Vibhishana) for a
long time.
(Maru Namdev, p. 1105)

Episode : Vibhishana was the younger brother of the demon-king
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See:

Ravana of Lanka. He was a righteous person and was
against any act of unrighteousness. It was he who opposed
the unrighteous act of Ravana in carrying off Sita by force.
When Hanuman was taken in the presence of Ravana and
claimed to be the ambassador of Rama; and also asked him
to undo the wrong done by him in order to save himself from
the vengeance of Rama, Ravana, in great fury ordered him
to be put to death. At that time Vibhishana reminded his
brother that as ambassador, the life of Hanuman was sacred.
On another occasion, when Vibhishana advised Ravana
about the restoration of Sita, the demon-king, in great ire,
kicked him. In great disgust he left Lanka and sided with
Rama. When the war ended with the slaying of Ravana,
Rama installed Vibhishana as the king of Lanka.

Ravana.

BADDHIKA

Source : Puranas, Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
FaHe AuSTe 3feG sfaa 39 fagra
(g H: Y, ¥. ¢¢Y)

The Chandala Valmiki and the poor hunter (Baddhika) attained

salvation.
(Maru M. 5, p- 999)

Comments: The actual name of the hunter (Baddhika) is

mentioned as Jara (which means allegorically old age). He
mistook the foot of Krishna as part of a deer, who was lying
down in the forest of Prabhas Kshetra. His arrow killed
Krishna. When he came to know, what he had done
unwittingly, he requested for mercy and forgiveness. It is
said that Krishna forgave him and sent him to heaven.

See : Krishna.

BAIKUNTHA (VAIKUNTHA)

Source : Puranas, Mahabharata
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
Ag JE 986 do3 7 Gat
5 A5 8395 I Fqat
MUY 27U AT HIH S 75T I
35 I g5 WS
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Y B W& 8do at M 1l
39 3 &7dt 99s faH 1
el d¢ & yIsy aradrlil
a7 A5G 84 wHII
afg apflg ma b arfa

g Aafg 898 wrfa i
(976, sdiz, ¥ 1969

Everyone talks of going there, but I do not know the situation
of Baikuntha. They do not know their own secrets, they only
mention Baikuntha in their talk. As long as the mind hopes to
go to Baikuntha, till that time, it cannot abide at the Feet of the
Lord. I do not know the temple of Baikuntha, its moat, citadel
and the plaster. Except this what can we say, says Kabir, that

only the Sadh Sangat (congregation) is the Baikuntha.
(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1161).

waHfs e AT g uar Tafa il
30 &g w9 &Y gssfu

, ' @wast i 4, ¥, téo)

Wherever the saint puts his feet, there are sixty-eight pilgrim

stations; there is Baikuntha and the Name of the Lord is uttered
there,

(Ramkali, M. 5, p. 890)

wafs 8ds AT ot ez

75 ufeG@ ofe ar ani il
(gt i 4, U 6¢3)

The salvation and Baikuntha are there in Sadh Sangat, the man

of God abides in the Abode of the Lord.
(Dhanasari M. 5, p. 682)

Comments : Baikuntha (Vaikuntha) is the heaven of Vishnu, said
to be situated on Mount Meru. In Mahabharata it is stated that
Vaikuntha is entirely made of gold. Its circumference is
eighty thousand miles. All the buildings are made of jewels.
Vishnu is seated on white lotuses and Lakshmi sits on his
right hand. The fragrance from her body spreads to eight
hundred miles.

The references given above state clearly that for a man of God,
the Vaikuntha is only Sadh Sangat or holy congregation,
where the Name of the Lord is repeated and the Praises of
the Lord are sung.




BALABHADRA (BALARAMA)

Source : Puranas and Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
gg #Aer wfu gfs F=
fars g9 Ja uar sfar for= 11
- (Gr€3T grrdat e 8, 4. €Y)
Hari Himself likes the service of the Guru, Krishna and

Balabhadra meditate at the feet of the Guru.
(Gauri Guareri M. 4, p. 165)

Comments : Balabhadra is another name of Balarama, the elder
brother of Krishna. He is known as the incarnation of the
white hair of Brahma. In Mahabharata it is stated that
Vishnu took two hairs, the white one and the black one. They
became Balarama and Krishna, the sons of Devaki. Thus
Balarama was of white complexion and Krishna of black. It
is said that Balarama was transferred from Devaki to Rohini,
therefore he is considered the half-brother of Krishna. He
was brought up by Nanda. He is often regarded as the
eighth Avatar of Vishnu. Some consider him as the
incarnation of Sheshanaga. He was a man of great strength
and exhibited his might in several exploits alongwith his
brother Krishna. He diverted the course of river Yamuna
and killed the demons named Dhenuka, Pralamba and
Dwivida. He taught both Duryodiiana and Bhima the use of
mace. He was married to Revati and had two sons : Nisatha
and Ulmuka. When Arjuna stole away his sister Subhadra,
with the connivance of Krishna, Balarama pursued him, but
the reconciliation was brought up by the intervention of
Krishna.

See : Das Avatars (Krishna).

BALI

Source : Puranas and Mahabharata
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
gfes g Hfewr wdaat i
"9 dd "§g I'9 el
fas g9 uye #fe ufenratu
(TS 1 7, ¥ 28)

The (demon) king Bali was inflated with ego because of his
wealth. With great pride, he performed Yajnas (sacrificial
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feasts). Without getting the advice of the Guru, he was sent to

ther-world.
the ne ; (Gauri M. 1, p. 224).

F9Q wETEl ua3dt Mgt m‘«—c’?? gfu T s
fag ufenfs e fag =8P 7 8fs gy usTs I

Y773t M 9, V. 9388)

(Vishnu as) Vamana had asked for only two and a half steps
of earth (from Bali) ostentatiously. If Bali had comprehended
Vishnu's form, why should he have been deceived and thrust

into the nether-world ?
(Prabhati M. 1, p. 1344)

Episode: Bali, the demon king was the son of Virochana,
grandson of Prahlada and great grandson of Hiranyakashipu.
He was a good and virtuous king and through' his devotion
and austerities, he became very powerful. He humiliated the
gods and defeated Indra, who went to Vishnu for help.
Vishnu assumed the form of a dwarf (Vamana) and asked
Bali for a boon of two and a half steps. When the boon was
granted, Vishnu enlarged himself to such a big size that in
two strides, he stepped over the heaven and earth. Because *
of Bali's kindness, Vishnu with his next step thrust him into
the nether-regions and made him the king of Patala. The
legend generally mentions three steps instead of two and a
half steps. The germ of the legend of three steps is found in
the Rig Veda. It is said that Shukra, the priest and preceptor
of Bali asked him to deal cautiously with the dwarf, but
because of his kind nature, the demon king granted the boon
to the dwarf (the Vishnu incarnation).

See : Das Avatars (Vamana Incarnation).

BALMIKA (VALMIKI)

Source : Ramayana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

(Mg W Y, GNEET)

Balmika, the low-caste person (Chandala) attained emancipa-
tion.....

(Maru M. 5, p. 999)
Comments : The sage Valmiki was the author of Ramayana. His
place of residence was Chitra-kuta, a hill in the district of
Banda in Bundlekund. When Sita was about to become a
mother, she was left near the hermitage of Valmiki by
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Lakshmana. The sage kept her under the charge of his wife
and female servants. Sita's two sons, Lava and Kusha, were
then born in the hermitage of the saint. The young ones were
brought up and given all the required education with the
greatest care. The sage is said to have taught his poem to
them. Thus the sage himself is one of the characters of
Ramayana.

BARANA (VARUNA)

Source : Vedas and Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

(A7gar H* 4, ¥. 923€)

There are many Baranas.....
(Sarag M. 5, p. 1236)

Comments : He is the god of ocean and sovereign of waters. He

carries a noose called Naga-Pasa for binding offenders. His
favourite resort is Pushpa-giri (flower-mountain) and his
city is Vasudha-nagara. He is one of the oldest of the Vedic

deities.

BASAKA (VASUKI)
Source : Mahabharata
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
gAa dfe Aw fargsfan
(396 i, V. 19€3)

Millions of Vasukis (Basaks) form Thy bed, O Lord !

(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1163)
AT 9 wfg.... A9 5T ¥THE Ad AT I
HET FHeT, U. Q)

In whose house, Basak (Vasuki) of one thousand hoods spreads

itself like a bed......
(Malar Namdev, p. 1292)

fug e qAfegr U3z ugs<=i
fafs g 33 wfawr afg St =1
fafs ade fedfew afs g Ha= 1
98w 335 faafens S35 I 5= i

(T THIBT AI™ §8<F, Y. UEL)

Like father and grandfather, the grandson has the Lord's
approval making the foundation of spiritual power, he made
the rope of Vasuki and churned the ocean with the churning
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stick of Meru. He churned out fourteen gems and enlightened
- the world.

(Var Ramkali Satta Balwand, p. 968)

Comments: Vasuki (Basak Nag) was the king of the Nagas l(
(serpents) of the nether-regions (Patala). He was used as a ‘
rope, around the mountain Mandara, when the gods and
demons churned the milk-ocean. He is often identified with
the Shesha Naga of a thousand hoods and on whose coils,
Vishnu reposes. The Sikh Gurus and the radical saints do not
give any importance to gods and deities. Their Lord-God has
created millions of such gods and deities. In the third
reference given above, the myth of Vasuki and the churning
of.milk-ocean has been mentioned figuratively.

See : SHESHA NAGA.
" BASISTA (VASISHTHA)

Source : Ramayana, Puranas, Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

iy gfirfe afe Guew gt n

(I &t T 8, ¥ ytq)

The enlightened sage (Gurmukh) Basista, delivered the sermon
about God (Hari).

(Wadhans ki Var M. 4, p. 591)

Comments : Vasishtha is one of the most famous Indian sages. He
was the author of several hymns of Rig Veda. In one of the
hymns of the Rig Veda, he is called the son of Mitra and
Varuna, born from the mind of Urvashi. He was the
preceptor of the king Dasaratha and on many occasions gave
. instructions .to Rama, which are contained in YOGA
VASISHTHA. It is said that he had the wish-fulfilling cow
Nandini with him and Vishwamitra wanted to possess it,
therefore there was a great animosity between the two sages.
Vishwamitra was a Kshatri and Vasishtha was a Brahmin.
In order to possess Nandini, Vishwamitra wanted to become
a Brahm-rishi like Vasishtha, but his royal-pride stood in his
way. In great ego, he even killed the sons of Vasishtha. But
ultimately when he became modest and humble, Vasishtha !
assisted him and he became a Brahm-rishi. According to |
Manu, Vasishtha was one of the seven great rishis and also
one of the ten prajapatis.




BAWANA (VAMANA Incarnation)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahip -
e »eEr usdt wiEt ges Ffu gsTd
fa@ ufenrs arfe fa@ ==bir 5 & gy uas
T3t 1 1, ¥ 9388)
Vishnu, who had assumed the form of Bawana (Vamana-
dwarf), asked for two and a half steps of earth under some
pretext, If (the demon king) Bali had recognised Him, why
could he has been deceived for going to the nether-regions
(Patala) ?
(Prabhati M. 1, p. 1344)
(g W 4, ¥. q0t3)
O Lord ! Thou hast created the form of Bawana.....
(Maru M. 5, p. 1082)

Comments : Through his great penances, the good and virtuous

See:

demon king Bali had defeated Indra and subjugated the
three worlds. The gods appealed to Vishnu for protection,
who assumed the form of a dwarf (Vamana). He asked for
two and a half steps of the earth from the king, but enlarged
himself to such an enormous size that only with two steps,

" he covered all the three worlds. Out of the reverence for the

king for his kindness and for the devotion of his grandfather
Prahlada, Vishnu left Patala for him.

Das Avatars (dwarf incarnation) and Balj.

BEETHALA (VITHUL)

Source : Popular legend
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

€9 How @39 sow dtowm fags fmg =3t

5 86319 a7 y=2 ufy sfaG g HI" Hat
(AT 30e8, ¥ sty)
Beethala is here and Beethala is there; the whole world is not
without Beethala; within all the places, says Nama, O Beethala,

Thou art filling all the space.
(Asa Namdcv, p. 485)
e W3 dewr & o=t =ufe)

(q a1 (3895, V. ¢3)

O my Beethala, meet me, Wrap Thy arms around me.
' (Sri Raga Trilochan, p. 92)

Episode : A Brahmin named Pundalik was going on a pilgrima ¢
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from Deccan to Benares with his wife and aged parents. He
adopted a very insolent behaviour towards his parents. In
the way, in the town of Pandharpur, he was the guest of a
Brahmin, who was a model of filial piety. In the morning
when he woke up in his host's house, he saw three richly
ornamented ladies doing menial work in the house. He was
surprised and asked about their identity, but they called him
a Chandala and did not like to disclose their identity. On his

- insistence, they told him that they were three river

goddesses (Ganga, Yamuna and Sarasvati) and they served
in the Brahmin's house because of his ideal behaviour
towards his parents. This incident was an eye-opener for
Pundalik. He gave up the idea of going further on the
pilgrimage and for the rest of his life, he behaved in an
exemplary manner ‘towards his parents. Because of this
devotion, Vishnu was highly pleased and inspired Pundalik
with a portion of his own divinity. This deified saint wag
renamed Vithal or Vithoba. In folk-language, the word
Vithal became corrupted to Beethala. Nowadays, there is 3
splendid temple in Pandharpur dedicated to Vithal. The
radical saints and Sikh Gurus used the word Vithal (Beethal)
for God Himself.

BENARES (BANARASA, VARANASI)

Source : Puranas, Mahabharata
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
.38t fagr Ay &2 afg fa=ari
E6fe ofs & Az & mndbifa a&efm & Sar il
(AT J5la, ¥. 824-2€)
..... They have rosaries around their necks and glittering jugs in

their hands—they cannot be called the saints of Hari, they are
the Thugs of Benares (Varanasi).

(Asa Kabir, pp. 475-76)
garafm wfA gA3T Il
(1T 5HEE, V. to3)
He lives on the bank of Asi rivulet in Benares (Varanasi).
(Gond Namdev, p. 873)

Comments : It is the sacred city of the Hindus, being a great
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religious centre. It is also called Kashi. After killing Kansa
and restoring the throne of Mathura to Ugrasen, Krishna

came to Kashi for higher education, because this city had



been famous for higher religious education. There is an old
belief that whosoever dies here, goes to heaven. Keeping in
view this belief many people used to pass their last days of
life here. Kabir, in his hymns, has rejected this belief. Some
people used to get their heads sawed at Kashi for obtaining
salvation (Sorath M. 5, p. 642).

See also KASHI.

BHAGIRATHA

Source : Mahabharata, Bhagavata Purana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

TI9s<Tt IU Fraitefg »at..... :

W8T M. 8, ¥. 13

* Jaharnavi (Ganges) was brought by Bhagiratha.
(Malar M. 4, p. 1263).

Episode : He was the son of king Dilipa, and a descendent of king
Sagara. The horse of the Aswamedha Yajna of king Sagara
had been led astray by Indra to the nether-regions (Patala)
at the place of meditation of the sage Kapila. Sixty thousand
sons of the king, who went in search of the horse were
reduced to ashes by an angry glance of the sage because his
meditation had been disturbed. Anshuman, the grandson of
Sagara came to know of the fate of his elders and asked the
sage for forgiveness. But water was needed for the last rites.
The sage said that his elders could be brought back to life,
if the sacred waters of the celestial Ganges could be made
to flow over their ashes. Neither Anshuman nor Dilipa could
do the needful in the matter. The task was ultimately
accomplished by Bhagiratha, the son of Dilipa. He propiti-
ated both Brahma and Shiva and brought the Ganges to the
earth. Thence he conducted the waters of Patala, where the
ashes of the sixty thousand sons of Sagara were watered and
restored them back to life. They were purified by the sacred
waters of all their sins and then ascended to heaven.

See: Ganga and Jaharnavi.
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BHAIRAU (BHAIRAVA)

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

3O gz dzsT TR
Yy EI5 9T 89 SFei
@ s, U tos)
He runs towards Bhairau, Bhuta and Sll:ala and gets as ass

rolling in dust to ride upon.
- (Gond Namdev, p. 874)

Comments Bhairau or Bhau'ava is another name of Shiva in its_

terrible aspect. The wife of Shiva in this terrible aspect is
called Bhairavi. Bhairava is an inferior manifestation of some
portion of Shiva. He has the head of a dog. There are eight
Bhairavas named Asitanga (black-limbed), Sanhara (de-
struction), Ruru (a dog), Kala (black), Krodha (anger)
Tamra-chuda (red-crested), Chandra-chuda (moon-crested)
and Maha (great). All these forms are indicative of some-
thing frightening.

BHAVANI
Source : Puranas .
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
g adtwg ot wfe sTat
wafs &t sra"l»f" aJr SUTST I

(@ a72g, V. o)

You are called Bhavani, who was from the very beginning,
Where did you go at the time of granting salvation ?

(Gond Namdcv, p. 874)

Comments : Bhavani is another name for Parbati and Mahamaya

She is also called Durga and Uma.

See: Ad Bhavani, Parbati, Durga, Uma.

BHISTA (BAHISHTA)

Source : The Semitic scriptures

_ References in Guru Granth Sahib :
AT 9 faow gd aanT farfa & Jet...
mry F&fE med 3 T8 39 Ife fara matat

(" g9ig, ¥. gto)

He holds fasts, offers prayers and recites Kalimah, in this way
Bhista (Bahishta) or heaven cannot be achieved...Having

38

J—.

H
¥

,,.
RS-

4

'a:‘}w FY



comprehended himself, if one tries to know others, then he can

become a resident of Bhista.....
(Asa Kabir, p. 480)

2 U ug &4t giewr fI7 av way & wfamr i
afs adle fanfa I gar S MG wa wismr i
@St gsig, & 93v0)

You are impure and are not éonscious about the Pure Lord, you
have not known His secret. Kabir says you have thus missed
Blhista and your mind is in consonance with Dojaka (Dozakha—

hell).
(Prabhati Kabir, p. 1350)

Comments : Bhista or Bahishta is the heaven ( Jannat) of Muslims

See :

as described in the Koran. This paradise is a place that gives
Pleasure through each of the senses. Its inhabitants shall
have fruit which they consider the best and also the flesh of
the fowl that they desire. The faithful meets the young
beautiful damsels there, who are known as houris. In Guru
Granth Sahib, we find their mention on page 1084. According
to the Sikh Scripture, that person can only be a residen't of
Bahishta, who comprehends his Pir's or Guru's discipline.
(Maru M. 5, p. 1084). ‘

Houri.

BINDRABANA (VRINDAVANA)

Source : Puranas, Mahabharata
~ References in Guru Granth Sahib :
fieras W& 99 wige fawes So=a arg 3
' _ @Gt adla, & 33v)
The alluring and bewitching Krishna grazes his cows in
Vrindavana.
(Gauri Kabir, p. 338)
USHYE St & nerfenr figras iy g7 abar i
T 5 o ?, 4. 820)
Krishna brought Parijata (wish-fulfilling tree) from heaven for

his Gopi and was engaged in love in Vrindavana.
(Var Asa M. 1, p. 470)

Comments: Vrindavana is a vana (forest) in the district of

Mathura, where Krishna passed his youth among the
cowherds. He is, therefore, called. Gopala. His frolics with
the Gopis at Vrindavana are very famous. He used to graze
cows there alongwith other cowherds.
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BRAHMA

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

(F33T H: 8, Y. 130Y) i

Brahma born in the navel lotus of Vishnu was called the son

of Lotus.
(Kanra M. 4, p. 1309)

goit &€ T UIarHT HrfemT Ha UATaT |l
(FFIF H: 3, U. 4ut)
Brahma manifested the hymns of the Veda but extended the

attachment of maya.
(Wadhans M. 3, p. 559) s

g yfy wifenr I 3T
. (g W 9, U. q03t)
Only the maya of three modes came out from the mouth of

Brahma.
(Maru M. 1, p. 1038) \‘t

g =T JIE MI & urfemT 1l
Brahma was called great god, but could not know the Limits

of Lord-God.
(Var Malar M. 1, p. 1279)

g grgg AT &IT AfaT i
Fo at faufa ust ugafanr il ’
(@€ 1 2, ¥ 338)
Brahma did not realise that he was puffed up with ego. When

he was in trouble because of (the theft of) Vedas, he repented
(Gauri M. 1, p. 224;

g W =€ wfedmTil
fow 3 GuA @= AT fewmr )
3qre gon &rat famufa =TIl
(@83t 1 3, ¥. 230)
The recitation of Vedas originated from Brahma, from whom
the gods of attachment and desire sprang forth. They strayed’

in three modes and could not find their real abode. b
(Gauri M. 3, p. 230) [

gour gre 999 fafs gafi Ae fimfe rerd il
(ReEle HIB UfuB &, ¥. 93¢0)

Brahma, who created all the world, under God'’s Will, also sings
the Praises of Guru Nanak.
(Swayye Mahle Pahle ke, p. 1390)

40



yaEn gaHT 78 wifg wrfesr i

goH aHs ufenfes & utfenm
(@831 w9, Y. )
Firstly, Brahma came into the house of death. He could not
know the end of the Lotus of God (in which he was born)....

(Gauri M. 1, p. 227)
dfe goH Agr ATAE STE I
(F€ 1 u, ¥. T9YE)
Millions of Brahmas have been assigned the task of creating the

world.
(Bhairo M. 5, p. 1156)

Episode : Brahma, one of the gods of Hindu Triad, is said to have

been born of a lotus that sprang from the navel of Vishnu.

He has four heads. Originally he had five heads, one of
which was cut off by Shiva. Brahma was bewitched by the

beauty of his own daughter Savitri (she is also called

Sarasvati and Gayatri), who in order to escape from his

amorous glances sprang into the sky. There and then a fifth

head of Brahma appeared. For this malicious act of Brahma,

Shiva cut off his fifth head. The vehicle of Brahma is a goose.

Each of the four Vedas are said to have sprung up from one
of his heads. His heaven, called Brahm-puri, is eight
hundred miles by four hundred and forty miles high. It is
said to contain all the excellences of other heavens. All the
beings created on earth are found there. The Supreme Being
has assigned the work of creation of the world to Brahma.
Once he became very egoistic. He wanted to know the end
of the navel, in which he was born, but he could not do so
even in thirty-six ages. The two demons, Madhu and
Kaitabha stole the Vedas and hid them at the bottom of the
ocean. Vishnu rescued them by assuming the form of the
Horse-headed incarnation (Hayagriva). Ultimately Brahma
will die after completing his span of life. His heaven will also
come to an end. (Gauri M. 5, p. 237).

See : Brahmadika, Madhukeet

BRAHMADIKA
(Brahma etc.) or The Hindu Triad

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

gonufea wAsafex S|
41




Comments : The three gods Brahma, Vishnu
the modes of Rajas, Sattva and Tamas respectively. These
three modes together constitute maya, hence they cannot see
God, their Creator. Guru Nanak Dev says in Japuji: "The
Maya became. conceived (by the Lord) and the three
approved disciples manifested. The one was the creator, the
other preserver (distributor) and the third one held court.
They work according to the Will of the Lord and are

42

Hait w3t fAg afg »wd
@@t davarfE i y, V. 203)

Brahma etc. and Sanaka etc. want to meet the Lord and also

the Yogis, celibates and adepts.
(Gauri Bairagan M. S, p. 203)

gour fang Wdg et
3PS gua yafg fsaat
’ g W 3, ¥. 087¢)

Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva contemplate about the Lord, but
they are bound by three modes and are far from salvation.
(Maru M. 3, p. 1049)

gour farg MR 2 = farafarr i
@I WG By i y, 4. 0t8)

Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva have extended the three modes.
. (Var Maru Dakhne M. S, p. 1094)

gour fang Hoveg 3 gi= Fait fefe I8N ava anret i
&t w8, ¥. 23y)

Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are diseased by the maya of three
modes and work in ego.

(Suhi M. 4, p. 735)

o faig 19 3 yyafs fafe sabr gsmet
@Ha3t 1 3, I tord)

The Triad of Bfahma, Vishnu and Shiva is lost in the illusion
of three modes. ‘
. (Ramkali M. 3, p. 909)

Commanded by him. They look towards Him, but
cannot behold him; this is highly wonderful."

BUDDHA

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

Y, ¥ 9)

(Japu, p. 7)

and Shiva represent

e e W

e —— e oty o, .
r"‘*--"._._,_v_ .




Comments: The word Buddha seems to have been used for
Gautama Buddha, the founder of Buddhism. Mythologi-
cally, he was accepted in Hinduism as the ninth incarnation
of Vishnu. His great success as a religious teacher seems to
have induced the Brahmin savants to adopt him as their
own. As Vishnu's ninth incarnation he encouraged the
wicked people to hate Vedas, reject the caste as well as the
gods in order to hasten them to their destruction.

See : Das Avatars (Buddha).
BYASA (VYASA)

Source : Vedas, Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
g= IJre MHfs g7 fafs v gags gterfonr
(REEe Ho8 Ufgd &, ¥ 93t0) _

The sage Byasa sings the Praises (of Guru Nanak Dev). He
reflected on the Vedic Grammar.

(Swayye Malile Pahle ke, p- 1390)
&9€ 995 fey 99 § 5 %@ usg =t
(g &§lg, ¥. 9903)

Byasa narrates the sayings of Narada, ask Suka about it.
(Maru Kabir, p. 1103)

goH IHS UZ HIs famar 3u s UH Far<=qr il
' (&SI M 8, ¥. 930¢)
Brahma, the son of Lotus (who sprang from the navel-lotus of

vishnu) and Byasa, the son of fish (fisher-woman Satyavati)
performed austerities and became adorable.

(Kanra M. 4, p. 1309)
Comments : Vyasa was a great Brahmin sage. He was the son of
the sage Parasara and Matsyodari (called Machhodari). His
mother was born of a fish, who had swallowed the semen
of some sage. Parasara after his sexual contact with
Machhodari named her as Yojana Gandhari (one whose
body-fragrance spreads upto one Yojana i.e. about four
miles). Yojana Gandhari was later on married to king
Shantanu, the father of Bhishma Pitamaha and was named
Satyavati. As mistress of Parasara, Yojana Gandhari gave
birth to Vyasa and as queen Satyavati she gave birth to two
sons (both of them died young and childless). Their widows
namely Ambika and Ambalika through niyoga with Vyasa
gave birth to the blind Dhritarashtra and Pandu. (See the
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entries Gangeva Pitama and Vidur).
s in a forest and was also the

father of the great sage Suka. He was a great author and
compiler and is known as Veda Vyasa. He is said t.o be the
compiler of Mahabharata, the founder of Vedanta philosophy
and the editor of the Puranas. In his works, he talks about
the dynasties of the ancient kings and has recorded the
sayings of many famous sages including Narada. His other

name is Krishna Dwaipayana.

CHANDA, CHANDRAMA (CHANDRA, SOMA)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

fragT HASfa gA3T HIRGT feAs™s J 1l
g5 A5 Ha fHfE wArgar us Ji

goH dfd a&g Hetefm  ati
(gaHat [38ES, V. £€4)

(Chandra) abides in the forehead of Shiva and bathes in the
Ganges; though in his dynasty (Lunar) came Krishna, the
incarnation of Vishnu (who has a bow in his hand), but still
the blemish due to his past action (of acting as an accomplice
of Indra in the seduction of Ahalya and abduction of Tara, the
wife of Brahaspati) in not effaced.

Vyasa performed great austeritie

(Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695)
g fefggem g fefa e
g9 da3t 983 & MI |
(FF WA o 9, U. 8£8)
The sun and moon (Chanda) work under the Fear of the Lord;

they traverse millions of miles and there is no end to their
movement.

(Var Asa M. 1, p. 464)

Comments : In the Puranas, the moon is generally called Chanda
or Soma. He came out from the milk-ocean, as a jewel when
it was churned by gods and demons. Shiva took the moon
as it emerged from the ocean. It is also written that Chandra
was the son of Surya. It is also said that he was the son of
Atri. The Lunar dynasty of kings begins from him. Chandra
married the daughters of Daksha, the fourth of whom
Rohini, was his favourite one. For this partiality the other
daughters complained to their father. Daksha argued with
him and on his insistence cursed him with a consumption
that continued for fifteen days and at the end of which he

44



See:

repented. Daksha, then, restored him to health in fifteen
days. That explains the fluctuations in the appearance of the
moon. He acted as the accomplice of Indra in the seduction
of Ahalya and received a permanent blemish on his face.
Chandra is also famous for the criminal passion of Tara, the
wife of god Brahaspati and abducted her. For this sinful act,
Varuna, his father (Because Varuna is the god of ocean and
Chandra was born from the ocean) felt greatly ashamed, but
his sister Lakshmi wanted to restore the honour of his
dishonoured brother. She asked Parvati to influence her
husband god Shiva for this. On her appeal, in order to exalt
Chandra, Shiva wore him on his forehead.

Shiva and Indra.

CHANDRA-HASA

Source : Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

m@mmquﬁzwmwga?wﬁu

(BT W 8, U. ¥tl)

As for Chandrahasa, Dhrishta Buddhi was in great anguish. He

himself caused to burn (destroy) his own house.
(Nat M. 4, p. 982)

Comments : He was a prince of a Southern State. His father was

See :

killed in battle and his mother became Sati on the funeral
pyre of her husband. He had to pass through several adverse
circumstances. He was a man of devotion and faith. Dhrishta
Buddhi, who ruled over his state, wanted to kill him, but
after a variety of adventures he came to the throne again.

Dhrishta Buddhi.
CHANDRAVALI

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
7 Hfo Afe 3t ST<fe as fars 7y sfewr
yga'g it & wifewr fderas Hfo dar abnm
(T AT H: 9, U. 890)
In the period of Yajur Veda, the Gopi named Chandravali was
enticed by Kanha (Krishna) of the Jadava race, who brought

Parijata (the wish-fulfilling tree) for her (from heaven) and

passed his days in Vrindavana in merriment and enjoyment.
(Var Asa M. 1, p. 470)
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Comments: It was at the desire of his wife Satyabhama that
. Krishna carried off the Parijata tree from heaven. It is
probable that Satyabhama and Chandravali may be the
names of the same personality, but they can be different also,
if the Gopi enticed by Krishna may be Chandravali and
Safyabhama may be another Gopi, for whom the Parijata

. was brought from heaven.

" See : Parijata.

CHANDURA (CHANURA)
Source : Vishnu Purana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
9y 39 93T & T 1 Y& Fifeur izt ufs get 1
. . - ' @@ 9, ¥ 29y)
Kansa, Kesi and Chandur were not equalled by any one. They
did not comprehend the Lord, therefore they were dishonoured. -
- (Gauri M. 1, p. 225)
afs aad gu Qufee funrar g9 &5 & wrargr )
0731 12 8, . do)

The Beloved Lord creates a child-like Krishna and through him .
kills Chandura, Kansa and Kesi.

(Sorath M. 4, p. 606)
Episode : He was a wrestler in the service of Kansa. He was killed
by Krishna after a very severe contest. He was whirled
round a hundred times and then dashed on the ground. His
body was smashed into a hundred fragments.

CHAUDAHA RATAN (CHATURDASA RATNAM)
Source : Epics
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
Wuer wWag afd 3fg awg rafe fosfaGs
¥@eT 935 fasarfeng afs nrarai@z fesfaGz
, (T A3™ 39T, 4. ¢é9)
(Guru Angad Dev) making the churning-staff of the mountain
and the rope of serpent Basak (Vasuki) churned the Guru's
Word. He took out Chaudaha Ratan (fourteen precious things)
of virtues and enlightened the world of transmigration.
' (Var of Satta Balwand, p. 967)
. fafs amg 33 wizwr afs 39t av=
fafs mfe fedfewr afs Az wa=
9QwT 935 faafeny aiS3s Tar=

(T AIT 983, ¥ ver)
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(Guru Amar Das) made his spiritual strength the rope of the
serpent Basak (Vasuki), which churned the ocean with the
churning-staff of the mountain and enlightened the world by
taking out Chaudaha Ratan of virtues.

(Var of Satta Balwand, p. 968)

Episode : Once the sage Durvasa, having been presented with a
garland of flowers by the monarchs of the earth, decided to
present it to Indra, the king of gods. The god received it with
great humility. When the sage left, the god gave it to one
of his elephants, who was playing with it, when the sage
came back and happened to see it. In a great rage, he cursed
Indra and the gods in his dominion to lose their energy and
become as weak as the human beings. At that time, Bali the
king of Asuras had waged a war against the gods, who had
lost strength on account of the curse of Durvasa. Indra and
other gods went to Brahma and Shiva for help, but they
showed their helplessness. Then the god Vishnu was
approached, who told them that only a drink of Amrita
(ambrosia) could only restore the original strength. This
could only be done by churning the milk-ocean and for this
purpose a truce with Asuras (demons) was necessary. Then
the truce was declared. Mandara, the mountain was
uprooted with the combined strength of gods and Asuras.
After that Vasuki (Basak), the king of serpents was caught
from the nether regions. He was twisted like a rope around
the Mandara. At the insistence of the Asuras, the gods took
the tail-end, while the demons manned the head-end. The
Asuras were weakened by the poisonous breath of Vasuki.
As the churning progressed, there began to appear one by
one on the surface of the ocean Chaturdasa Ratnam, the
fourteen precious things, which were as follows :

Moon (It was taken by Shiva).
Parijata tree (It was taken by Indra).
Airavata, the elephant (It was taken by Indra).

Ll

Surabhi or Kamadhenu, the cow (It was given to seven
rishis).

5. Varuni, the goddess of wine, with a bowl of wine, called Sura
(It was drunk by gods).

6. The Apsaras or nymphs, who were to live with the
Gandharvas.
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7 The white horse Uchchaisravas (It was originally given to
Bali, from whom it was taken by Indra after his defeat in
the battle that followed the drinking of Amrita (ambrosia).

8. The goddess Lakshmi (seated on a full-blown lotus and
holding a water-lily in her hand)—Vishnu took her as his
consort. She, the goddess of prosperity is also called Sri.

9. A Conchshell, taken by god Vishnu.
10. A Mace, taken by god Vishnu.
11. A Jewel, called Kausthabha, taken by god Vishnu.

12. Dhanwantari, the author of the Ayurvedic system of
medicine.

13. Bowl of Amrita (ambrosia) carried by Dhanwantari, and
14. A cup of poison.

There was a scuffle between the gods and Asuras over the bowl
of Amrita. The Asuras succeeded in seizing the bowl, but
they began to quarrel among themselves as to who should
be first to receive the nectar of immortality. Vishnu, in order
to help the gods transformed himself into a most beautiful
maid Mohini and enticed the Asuras. She told both gods and
Asuras that both of them had worked hard for the
attainment of Amrita, therefore they deserved equal share.
Two separate rows were formed and at first the gods were
served. When the last god had received the nectar, Mohini
disappeared with the empty bowl. After that there was a
terrible uproar and a fierce battle between the gods and

Asuras. Since the gods had regained their strength, they
defeated the Asuras and put them to flight.

~When the ambrosia was being served, one of the Asuras had
disguised himself as a god and drank the nectar. This fraud
was detected by the gods Surya (sun) and Chandra (moon),
yvho were sitting on either side of the demon. They pointed
it out to Vishnu, who immediately cut him into two with his
disu.;s. Since the demon had partaken the nectar, both the
portions remained animate. The upper portion is called
Rahu and the other one Ketu. It is said that Rahu is the

staunch enemy of the sun and moon and the eclipses occur,
when he tries to devour them.

As regards the cup of poison, it was drunk by the god Shiva.
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Because of this poison, his throat is dark-blue; the poison
was held up in his throat. Moreover, the poisonous snakes
on his body represent this poison.

Comments : In Guru Granth Sahib, the bards Satta and Balwand had
figuratively used this episode in order to exhibit the spiritual
might of the Guru and his word.

CHITRA GUPTA

‘Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

feg guz A7 faud Surn
g3 w5 a€ fenfe & dur i

o W 4, 4. 3¢3)

Chitra and Gupta write all the account of good and bad actions,

but they do not look towards the devotees of the Lord.
(Asa M. 5, p. 393)

I w7 AL wisy WIT fageg wwg wiewr
IT ASH & HIE & mree we AnT gy fiefenm o

fog gum ar aere ofowr g3 ag & 8T
(hat o v 4, 4. 2¢)

Meditating at the door of the Unknowable and Incomprehen-
sible Lord, one attained the Permanent Seat, where there is
neither birth nor death nor transmigration, where the illusion
and suffering ceases, where the script of Chitragupta is torn

and the messengers of Yama do not have any power.
(Sri Raga M. 5, p. 79)

of faers wfsg u=d Wig us ever Afar TN

faqgugmwmggagguaeféweéu
oiafs W 4, §. €9€)

Cl.osing the door and behind many curtains, one commits sin
with the wife of another person, when Chitragupta asks for the

account, then who will shield you ? :
(Sorath M. §, p. 616)

Comments ; Chitragupta is the scribe or registrar of Yama. When
the messengers of Yama take the dead person to the abode
of Yama, they are confronted with Chitragupta, by whom
their good and bad actions are recorded. Yama calls upon
him to read the accounts of their deeds. When the account
is read out, a balance is struck. If the balahce happens-to go
against any person, he is taken to hell, where he is tortured
by the supervisors. The devotees of the Lord are not
harassed. Some believe that_(;hfﬁ'agupta is only one person
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See :

who keeps an account of both good and bad actions. But
there are others who think that Chitra and Gupta are two
persons. One records only good actions and the other records

only bad deeds.

Yama.

COSMIC EGG (HIRANYAGARBHA)

Source : Rig Veda
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

Wy AY dhir Fd AfF
wizw dfz #Afz  feEfz
uafa »iaw ST &R a@ a1
afz fedz &t €@ €
fafe =g afs |uy=sgari
meg & A fAgwAsgari
(fagmeg . 9, fast, ¥. t3¢)
The True Lord created the world with his own hands. He broke
the Cusmic Egg into two parts. He united the ends of both the
parts, and separated them from each other from the middle.
(The middle portion becamc the space) In this way he made
the earth and the sky as places for living. He created day and
night and also fear and love. He Who has created, Perceives
His creation, there is no other Creator.
(Bilawal M. 1, Thitti, p. 839)

Comments : The above reference is a pointer to the Cosmic Egg
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or Hiranyagarbha, which is a name for Brahma, because he
is said to have been born from the Golden Egg. Guru Nanak
Dev has rejected the myth given in the 1215t hyvmin of the
tenth book of Rig Veda, wherein it is stated that Bralhma, the
Lord of all beings upholds heaven and earth, and gives life
and breath. According to this hymn, Brahma is the god of
all gods and all the gods obey his commands. Guru Nanak
Dev does not consider this Great god as Brahma, but only
the Transcendental and Immanent Brahman.

DAHSIRA

Source : Ramayana

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

(A8a @97 3 <qla, o= 1, ¥. 9893)
Sita was (forcibly) taken away by Dahsira (Ravana).
(Shalok Varan te Vadhik, M. 1, p. 1412)



Comments : The word Dakhsira means 'of ten heads' and it is an
epithet used for Ravana, the king of Sri Lanka. In Ramayana.
he is described as having ten heads, twenty arms and
copper-coloured eyes.

See : Ravana.

DAROPADI (DRAUPADI)
Source : Mahabharata

References in Guru Granth Sahib :
fimes Sue 73 Quat
(FF 37%2€, V. t28)

By remembering (the Lord), Draupadi, the daughter of king
Draupad was redeemed.
(Gond Namdev, p. 874)

TINHS d1 AT YUt »igg 83 Surdtwd |1
(31 TGFT FWEwT, V. ¢tt)

In the court of Duhsasana, Draupadi was saved (by the Lord),
when her clothes were being taken off.
(Mali Gaura Namdev, p. 988)

UeTST a8 IH AIT ¥ anis™ mfg »ret
37 d BY € Fgem wuat U sevet
(Mg W ¢, 4. qoot)

Panchali (the daughter of the king of Panchal i.e. Draupadi)

thought of the Lord in the roval court; the Merciful Lord

removed her suffering and enhuw...1 His own Honour.
(Maru M. 9, p. 1008)

Comments : Draupadi (also called Draupad-Suta and Panchali)
was the daughter of Drupada, the king of Panchal. In her
swayyamuvara, Arjuna, one of the five Pandavas became the
selected bridegroom. But when the five brothers reached
home with Draupadi, they told their mother of the great
acqusition, she told them to share the same. Thus Draupadi
became the common wife of all the five Pandavas. In the
gambling match with Kauravas, Yudhishthira lost every-
thing, his kingdom, his brothers, himself and their wife
Draupadi. Thus Draupadi became a slave. She was called by
Duryodhana to come and sweep the room. When she
refused, she was dragged by Duhsasana, the younger
brother of Duryodhana by her hair. Duryodhana invited her
to sit on his thigh. Moreover, her garments were .ordered to
be taken off. The Pandavas could not come to her help. In
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this state of predicament, she remembered Lord Krishna,
who restored her garments as fast as they were torn. She
vowed that her hair would remain dishevelled till she was
not avenged by her husbands. After the twelve years of exile
by the Pandavas, they had to remain incognito for another
year. During this period, Jayadratha, the king of Sindhu,
took away Draupadi forcefully. Bhima and Arjuna followed
him and suitably punished him. Within this thirteenth year,
Kichaka, the commander-in-chief of Virata annoyed her by
his importunities and insults. Bhima killed Kichaka and
saved Draupadi. She had five sons, one by each husband. On
the last night of the great war all these five sons were killed
by Aswatthaman mistaking them to be the five Pandavas.
Arjuna avenged this act of Aswatthaman by taking from him
the celebrated jewel, which he wore as an amulet. When the
Pandavas retired from the world and went on their journey
towards the Himalayas and Indra's heaven, she accompa-
nied them but she was the first to fall on the journey.

See : Duryodhana and Krishna.

Episodes :

The ten incarnations led kingly lives....
o

DAS AVATARS (Ten incarnations of Vishnu)

Source : Epics and Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

gaf GurE e mME3Tar il

(HF M q, ¥. 2039)
Under the God's Will ten incarnations were created.

(Maru M. 1, p. 1037)
fag ud e m=EIar il

(g M: 9, 4. q03t)
Ten incarnations were created out of Shunya.

(Maru M. 1, p. 1038)

(FIt W 4, ¥. 289)

(Suhi M. 5, p. 747)

The incarnations of the Satyuga: Machh, Kachh, Varaha and

Narsingh.

MACHH (MATSYA) AVATAR (fish incarnation) : According to
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Puranas, Vishnu appeared before Manu in the form of a fish



and predicted the impending deluge and in this way saved
him from universal cataclysm. The incarnation propelled
Manu's ship across the waters to the Himalayas.

KACHH (KURAMA) AVATAR (tortoise incarnation) : Vishnu
assumed the form of a tortoise, which served as a resting
place for the mountain Mandara. This mountain was used

as a churning staff by the gods and demons for the
attainment of ambrosia.

VARAHA AVATAR (boar incarnation) : In the'beginning there
was water all around, through which the earth was formed.
Vishnu assumed the form of a boar and raised up this earth.
He then created the whole world. According to another
version, the demon king Hiranyaksha propitiated Brahma
by penances and received a boon that he would not be hurt
by god, man or beast, but through an oversight he forgot to
include the form of a boar in the list of beings. In his pride,
he even dragged the earth to the nether-regions under the
waters. Vishnu assumed the form of a boar and saved the
earth from the clutches of the tyrant king.

NARSINGH AVATAR (man-lion incarnation) : Hiranyakashipu,
the brother of the demon-king Hiranyaksha, also propitiated
Brahma like his brother and got the boon that he would not
be killed by a god, man or beast. He could neither die during
the day nor during the night, neither inside nor outside his
home. In his pride, he prohibited all forms of worship in his
kingdom. He had a son named Prahlada, who was a staunch
devotee of Vishnu. The tyrant-king declared himself as all
powerful. He used all types of tortures upon his son, but
could not make him give up his devotion for Vishnu. One
day when Prahlada was chanting the Praises of the glory of
Vishnu, the demon questioned his son as to where his Deity
was at that time. "He is everywhere", answered Prahlada.
The demon pointing out towards one of the pillars nearby,
asked : "Is He there in this pillar ?" "Yes", said Prahlada.
Then, in great fury, the demon kicked the pillar, saying, "I
must kill Him then". Suddenly there sprang forth Narsingh,
the man-lion, out of the pillar and tore Hiranyakashipu to
pieces. It was evening, neither day nor night; the tyrant was
killed on the doorway, neither inside nor outside his home
The Chastiser of the demon was a man-lion, neither god




man nor beast.

The incarnations of Treta Yuga: Vamana (dwarf), Parashurama
and Ramchandra.

VAMANA AVATAR (the dwarf incarnation) : The demon-king
Bali, who was a grandson of Prahlada was ambitious and
wanted to extend his dominions. For this purpose, he began
to perform a great sacrifice. Indra, the king of gods feared
such a sacrifice, because it was intended to drive him away
from his kingdom. Bali was successful in his errand. The
gods were thus vanquished. They propitiated Vishnu by
penances and prayers and he took birth as the son of
Brahaspati as a deformed dwarf. When he grew up, he went
to Bali and begged alms from him. Bali was famous for hijg
generosity and he told the dwarf that he could have
anything he wanted. The dwarf asked for three paces of
land. With his miraculous powers, he grew to an immense
size and measured the three world with only two paces.
There was no land for the third pace. Bali was accused of
not fulfilling his promise, therefore he was sent to the nether-
regions. It is said that Bali, in great humility, asked the god
to place his third step on his head. For his righteousness, he
was then rewarded by Vishnu and given the kingdom of
Patala (nether-regions). He was also given a boon to beconc
Indra in the reign of the eighth Manu.

PARASHURAMA (the sixth incarnation): He is also called the
Rama of the Axe. He belonged to the first struggle between

- the Brahmins and the Kshatriyas. He was the son of a Muni
called Jamadagni. His mother Renuka was a lady of
Kshatriya caste. According to the custom, the children
followed the caste of their mother, therefore Parashurama

was a Kshatriya by birth, though he espoused the cause of
the Brahmins and later on himself became a Muni.

One day, the mother of Parashurama went to take a bath in the
river, where she saw a handsome amorous pair sporting
within the water. She took pleasure in Voluptuous thoughts
and in her mind desired the company of the handsome man.
Her Brahmin husband beheld her polluted mind and in
great anger ordered his sons to kill the mother. It was only
Parashurama, who obeyed his father and received the boon

54



of invincibility.

Jamadagni had the celestial cow Surabhi in his hermitage. The
king Kartavirya coveted the divine cow and took it away by
force, when Jamadagni and his sons were absent from the
hermitage. When Parashurama came to know of this deed
of the king, he pursued him, killed him in battle and brought
back the cow. The sons of the deceased king, in order to
avenge the death of their father, attacked the hermitage and
slew the pious sage. Parashurama was not at his home at
that time. When he returned and came to know of the fate
of his father, he swore that he would extirpate the whole
Kshatriya race. It is said that in his twenty-one campaigns
he cleared the earth of all the Kshatriyas and the Kshatriyas

who exist at present are the sons of Brahmins, born of
Kshatriya ladies.

In the Ramayana, there is an account of the encounter between
Parashurama and Ram Chandra, in which the latter was
victorious.

RAMACHANDRA (RAMA, the seventh incarnation) : He is the
most celebrated of all the incarnations. He was the son of
Dasrath, the king of Ayodhya. He was born at the close of
the Treta Yuga. Dasrath had four sons viz. Rama, Lakshmana,
Bharata and Shatrughana of whom Rama was the eldest. t{c
was married to Sita, the daughter of Janaka, king of Mithila.
Rama received her in the Swayyamvara, for his strength in
breaking the bow of Shiva, in that king's palace. When Rama
came of age, Dasrath decided to install him on the throne,
but his step-mother Kaikeyi, the mother of Bharata, put the
obstruction. She wanted her own son to be the king. On an
earlier occasion, she had been granted two boons by the king
and on this vccasion she insisted that Bharata should be
installed on the throne and instead Rama be banished from
the kingdom for fourteen years. Rama, therefore went into
exile and his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana accompanied
him. But as ill-luck would have it, during the exile Sita was
carried oftf by Ravana and the war that ensued for her
recovery is the subject of Valmiki's epic Ramayana. Rama and
Lakshmana entered into alliance with the monkey-king
Sugriva and his general FHanuman and a huge army of
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monkeys and bears was raised. In order to reach Lanka, the
kingdom of Ravana, a bridge was constructed by the army.
After that there was a great war. Many a brave warriors and
heroes of the army of Ravana fell in the field. Ultimately
Ravana was killed and Sita was freed from the captivity. She
was purified by the fiery ordeal and then Rama, Lakshmana
and Sita returned to Ayodhya, where Rama ruled over his
kingdom for a long time.

The incarnation of Dwapara Yuga:

KRISHNA (the eighth incarnation of Vishnu) : In the Treta Yuga,
the demon king Ahuka had two sons, Devaka and Ugrasena.
Devaka had a daughter named Devaki and Ugrasena, a son
called Kansa. Devaki was married to Vasudeva, by whom
she had eight sons. There was another wife of Vasudeva,
named Rohini. Kansa had dethroned Ugarsena, his father
and usurped his kingdom of Mathura. He had been told by
Narada that a son of Devaki would kill him, therefore he
imprisoned both Vasudeva and Devaki and slew six of their
children. The seventh child Balarama was transferred b
divine agency, before his birth, to the womb of Rohini. The
eighth child was Krishna, who was preserved by gods from
Kansa's vigilance by lulling the guards to sleep with the
Yoga-nidra (mysterious slumber). Vasudeva took away the
baby and crossing the Yamuna river, exchanged it with the
newly-born female child of Nanda and Yashoda. Thus
Krishna was brought up by the cowherd Nanda and his
wife. From his very childhood, the divine character of
Krishna became apparent. He killed Putana, the female
Daitya, the serpent Kaliya and the demons Arishta, Keshin
and Kalanemi. He plucked up the mountain Govardhana
and held it as a substantial umbrella above the land. Kansa
coming to know the prowess of Krishna and his brothexl-
Balarama invited them to Mathura, having great malice in

his mind, keeping in view the prophecy of Narada. The two
young heroes came, but were humiliated. Ultimately Kansa
was killed by Krishna and Ugrasena was placed on the
throne. Several other exploits of Krishna are written in
Mahabharata. He is the author of the celestial song Bhagavada
Gita, wherein he expounded his great thoughts to Arjuna.
“¢ is known by several other names such as Vasudeva,



Keshava, Govinda, Janardana, Damodara, Narayana,
Purushottama, Madhava, Madhusudana and Achyuta.

The incarnations of Kaliyuga: Buddha and Kalki.

BUDDHA (The ninth incarnation) : Though the orthodox Hindus
considered the doctrines of Buddha heretical, his impact was
so great on the masses, that he came to be honoured as an
Avatar of Vishnu. This is said to have happened between
A.D. 450 and the sixth century, because he appeared first in
the Vishnu Purana (A.D. 400-500). The Bhagavata Purana
refers to the Buddha incarnation in the form of several
prophesies, for instance : "When the Kali age has begun, in
order to delude the enemies of the gods, Vishnu will be born
as the Buddha, son of Ajana...When the enemies of the gods
come to know the Vedic rites and begin to oppress people,
then he will assume an attractive and deluding form and
teach adharma to the demons...making them heretics." (As
quoted in "The Origins of Evil in Hindu Mythology" by
Wendy Doniger O'Flaherty, published by University of
California Press, Los Angeles, 1976.) Rev Wilkins, in his
book "Hindu Mythology" says, "The Brahmanical writers
were far too shrewd to admit that one who exerted such
immense influence and won so many disciples could be
none other than an incarnation of the Deity; but as his
teaching was opposcd I their own, they cleverly say that
it was to mislead the « cmies of the gods that he
promulgated his doctrine, that they, becoming weak and
wicked through error, might be led once again to seek the
help and blessing of those whom they had previously
neglected.”

KALKI (the tenth incarnation also called Nihkalank Avatar): This
incarnation will be born near the close of Kaliyuga. He will
destroy the wicked people and establish righteousness on
the earth.

DASI-SUTA

Source : Mahabharata

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

yeg faes et 73 fans €3fewr wfs fag Afell

(Fat H: 8, U. 233)
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Ask Bidara (Vidura), Dasi-Suta (the son of the maid-servant),
i h Krishna stayed.
L Y (Suhi M. 4, p. 733)

Comments : The words Dasi-Suta mean the son of a maid-servant.

See :

These words are used with reference to Vidura, the half-
brother of Dhritarashtra and Pandu. When Vichitra-virya,
the son of Shantanu passed away without any issue, two
sons were born to his widows Ambika and Ambalika
through Niyoga with Vyasa in order to continue the royal
line. These sons were Dhritarashtra, who was blind and
Pandu, the pale one. It was considered desirable to have
another son who should be without any defect. This time the
‘widow sent her maid-servant in her clothes and Vidura was

born. That is the reason for using the epithet Dasi-Suta for
Vidura.

Vyasa, Vidura.

DASRATH (JASRATH)

Source : Ramayana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
swafn fasg feg enew wis ufs Sefy 7 st ma= )
I(ATENE HOB 9688 &, ¥ 9809)
(Guru Ramdas) was like Rama, the beautiful chief of the clan
of Raghu and son of Dasrath....

(Swayye Mahle Chauthe ke, p. 1401)

AH9E 1€ &€ IHT AeT anigw

YST T IF IF g utr
(@HEBT 5HEE, V. t23)
My king Raja Ramchand, the son of Jasrath (Dasrath)—His
Name, says Namdev, be drunk as the essence and ambrosia.
(Ramkali Namdev, p. 973)

Episode : Dasrath, the king of Ayodhya, was the son of Aja, the
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king of the Solar dynasty. He had three wives, viz.
Kaushalya, the mother of Rama, Sumitra, the mother of
Lakshmana and Shatrughana and Kaikeyi, the mother of
Bharata. Rama was the incarnation of Vishnu. He was also
the crown prince and when his coronation was drawing
near, his step-mother Kaikeyi prevailed upon the king
Dasrath to baiiish Rama from kingdom for fourteen years
and instead make her son Bharata, the king of the State. The
king was very unhappy over this development. Rama



agreed to go into the exile in the forests. He was accompa-
nied by Lakshmana, his brother and his wife Sita. It is said
that witlhun a week of the departure of Rama, Dasrath died
of grief.

See : Rama, Lakshmana and Sita.

DEVAKI

Source : Mahabharata, Bhagavata Purana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
ufs ofs g war =4t

fag forffa aveEtyr a=sust il
(st T AR, U tEt)

Blessed are you, O mother Devaki, in whose house there is Lord

Kavalapati (Vishnu).
(Mali Gaura Namdev, p. 988)

Comments : She was the daughter of Devaka and wife of
Vasudev. The tyrant king Kansa was her cousin. Balarama
was her seventh child and Krishna the eighth. Devaki was
in prison, when Krishna was born. Krishna was miracu-
lously taken to the house of the cowherd Nanda and
exchanged with his daughter. He was brought up there.

See : Krishna, Kansa, Nanda, Jasoda, Balarama.

DHARISHTA BUDDHI
Source : Mahabharata

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

fﬂ@ﬂ?;égaiggfawfqnzgu’rmwu@ga‘rw%u

(B W 8, U. ttR)

As for Chandrahasa, Dharishta Buddhi was in great anguish,

he himself caused to burn (destroy) his own house.
(Nat M. 4, p. 982)

Episode : The king Sudharma of a Southern State was attacked by
a neighbouring king Kantuhal. He was slain in battle. His
wife became a Sati on the funeral pyre of her husband. The
only son of the king was saved by a maid-servant, who took
shelter in the hermitage of a saint, under whose impact, the
boy became a great devotee of the Lord. The maid-servant
died after three years without telling the identity of the boy.

The king of Kantuhal gave the territory of Sudharma to his
minister Dhrishta Buddhi for administration. Once, when
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Chandrahasa visited the minister's house, the astrologers
who were present there predicted that one day he would
become a king. Dhrishta Buddhi thought that he must be
Sudharma's son, therefore he planned to kill him. On his
orders, the assassins took him to the forest, and showing

‘mercy to him, released him. Another Chieftain of the area

found him in the forest and adopted him as his son. He
named him Chandrahasa, because when he laughed, his face
looked like moon. As Chandrahasa grew up in this
Chieftain's house, he became famous for his skill and
courage. The minister Dhrishta Buddhi wanted to meet such
a bright young man. He recognised in him the same boy
whom he wanted to kill. He again planned his murder. He
sent him with a letter to his son Madan in which he had
hinted about his murder as soon as he met him. But on
reaching Madan's city, he felt very sleepy, therefore in a
garden, he lay down to sleep. Madan's sister came to that
garden and saw this beautiful young man. She also noticed
a letter in his pocket which she took out and read its
contents. She was attracted towards the young man and
wanted to save him, therefore she made some change in the
letter. The sense of the contents was totally changed. When
Chandrahasa met Madan, he, obeying his father's orders
married the young man with his sister. On knowing this
Dharishta Buddhi was dumb-founded. He engaged other
assa'ssins to receive another letter at Durga's temple and do
the job. Chandrahasa had to carry the letter, but Madan did
n9t like to disturb his brother-in-law an,d instead‘ wer t
himself to deliver the letter. When the letter was deli e
L i elivered

: assins, they killed Madan and Dharishta Buddhi
received the desirable punishment for his doings I—I;
wanted to kill the devotee of the Lord, whereas the Lord

saved his devotee. Ultimately h
. e as .
ey y cended the throne of his

DHARMARAJA (DHARAMRALI)

Source : Epics and Puranas
Refereuces in Guru Granth Sahib -
UIHg e I gfg ar o™ Ifd A% Aea afg & »ir= 11

(@9 fggara™ H: 8, ¥. yyy)




Comments : Dharmaraja (or Dharamrai) is Yama,

Dharamrai (Dharmaraja) has been created by the Lord,

therefore he does not come near a devotee and servant of the

Lord.
(Var Bihagra M. 4, p. 555)

ez &y fasfay Afg a2 1
gaHgfe & dq'arg el
nrrgt o 4, U 93€t)
By the remembrance of the Name, all the troubles end and the

papers of Dharamrai are torn.
(Pral . M. 5, p. 1348)

Dharamrai has been ordered by the Lord to impart justice

according to the True Dharma; the evil souls caught in duality
Those who are spiritual-minded,

are under your command. :
the treasure of qualities, the

they remember the Lord,

Dharamrai is at their service....
(Sri Raga M. 3, pp- 38-39)

the god of the
1 with him. He

death. The spirits of the departed people dwel
sister is Yami.

is the son of the sun-god (Vivaswat). His twin-
He is the father of Yudhishthira, therefore the latter is also
called Dharmaraja. A soul, when it leaves the body, goes to
the abode of Yama in the lower regions. The recorders
Chitragupta read out the account from their registers in the
presence of Yama who administers justice according to the
deeds of the soul. Dharmaraja or Yama has a pbuffalo as his
vehicle and carries a mace and a noose. He sends his
messenger (Yama-dutas or Jamdut) for bringing the souls.
According to the Sikh Scripture, Dharmaraja or Yama has no
control over the true devotees of the Lord.

DHAUM (DHAUMYA)

Source : Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

) (e was ufd @, . 93tt)
The sage Dhaum (Dhaumya) sings the Praises of Guru Nanak
(Swayye Maiile Pahle Ke, p. 1389)
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Comments : Dhaumya was the family-priest of the Pandavas. He

officiated as Hotri and cooked the Yajna-food, when it was
offered. When the Pandavas were exiled, he accompanied
them and at the end of their exile, he performed the
inauguratory ceremonies for the king (Yudhishthira). It is
said that he squeezed milk out of the horse's ear at the
Ashwamedha Yajna.

DHRU, DHU (DHRUVA)

Source : Vishnu Purana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
s8fsfu srafa e€t ge™ o »ew wmg & =faG )
Mg 5HEE, ¥ 990y)
The Lord gave all the comforts to Sudama and the permanent

status to Dhu (Dhruva), which could not be averted til] to-day.
(Moru Namidev, p. 1105)

e IeC w A7 & fafas g fasad ue urfenr
(A3l : ¢, ¥ £33)
Dhu (Dhruva) attained permanent status by remembering the
Lord and obtained the state of Fearlessness....
(Sorath M. 9, p. 632)

Comments : Dhruva was the son of king Uttanapada and Suniti.
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But Suruchi was the favourite wife of the king. She had a
son named Uttama. Once, when the king was seated on the
throne, Uttama was sitting in his lap. Dhruva -also wanted
to sit in the lap of his father but Suruchi reproved him.
Dhruva went straight to his mother and enquired from her
why his step-mother had behaved with him insolently. His
mother told him that it was a fact that she was wife of the
king, but because of her some bad karmas, in her previous
birth, she was not so fortunate as Suruchi. Dhruva could not
be consoled by his mother. On further questioning he was
told that he could only achieve the high status on taking the
path of devotion on the Lord. It is said that he left his home
and went to the forest for the achievement of his goal.
Narada met him in the way and gave him the desired
instruction. It is said that he devoted himself entirely to the
service of the Lord and was thus elevated to the status of
pole-star. He achieved the unique position of a permanent
and fixed abode, where the other celestial luminaries
revolve around him.



DOJAKA (DOZAKHA)

Source : Muslim Religious Texts
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

grfa uger fag g 7 fefg & Ife sgfz

(@ TEST i Y, U-. 39¢-20)

How can he be saved from Dojaka (Dozakha—hell), who does

not keep the Prophet in his mind ?
(Var Gauri M. 5, pp. 319-20)

afg & dter efs & Fafa »rs & WA Il
3 =9 ona Afaar Afg & sfeew i
(RET FEia, V. 9322)
Forsaking the diamond-like Hari, if people rely on any other,

they will go to Dojaka (Dozakha), Ravidas says this Truth.
(Shalok Kabir, p. 1377)

" Comments : The Muslims use the word "Dozakha" for hell. Seven
divisions of hell have been described in Muslim commen-

taries :
1. Johunnam : the purgatorial hell.
2. Laza : blazing fire.
3. Al-Hutamah : an intensc fire.
4. Sacer : a flaming fire.
5. Sagar : a scorching fire.
6. Al-Jahim : a huge hot fire; and
7. Hawiyah : a bottomless pit.
Different types of souls categorised by their actions are sent to
different hells.

DUHSASANA

Source : Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
TINTAS & AIT SuIT »igg 83 SEdAB I
3T FIeFT aHEw, U. tt)
In the court of Duhsasana, while her garments were being taken

off, she was saved (by Krishna).
(Mali Gaura Namdev, p. 988)

Comments: Duhsasana was one of the hundred sons of
Dhritarashtra. He was the younger brother of Duryodhana.
When the Pandavas lost their wife Draupadi in gambling
match, she was dragged as slave by Duhsasana by her hair
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and ill-treated her. On seeing the plight of Draupadi, Bhima
swore that he would drink the blood of Duhsasana.

See : Duryodhana and Dropadi.

DURGA

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
gaar dfe AT & HIEs a9
(398 awia, V. 19£3)
Millions of Durgas massage the Lord.  (Blairo Kabir, p. 1162)

Episode : Durga is the consort of Shiva. An account of her origin

is found in "Durga Saptshati" in Markandeya Purana.

Mahishasura, the king of demons, at one time conquered the

haughty gods in war. They went to Brahma and then to

Shiva. But they could not help them. Then they went to

Vishnu, who got enraged on seeing their pitiable plight.

From his extreme anger Durga or Maha maya was born. The

gods then gave their weapons to this newly-born goddess.

With a frightful scream she ascended into the air and with

great force attacked the demon-king and killed hir,r.\‘. In
Vaman Purana it is written that Vishnu gave her his discus,
Shiva his trident, Varuna a conch-shell, Agni a dart, Vayu
a bow, Surya a quiver full of arrows, Indra a thunderbolt,
Kuvera a mace, Brahma a Tosary and water-pot, Kala a
shield and sword, Vishwakarma a battle-axe etc. Armed
with these weapons, the goddess went to the Vindhya hills.
Chanda and Munda, the demon messengers saw her and
captivated by her beauty, they described it to their king
Mahisha. The demon-king asked for her hand, but she asked
him to win her in fight. In the fight that followed Durga
dismounted from her lion and jumped over the back of
demon with buffalo-head and smote him with such force,

that he fell senseless on the ground. Then she cut off his head
with her sword.

Durga has ten arms and her vehicle is a lion. She is said to have

See :
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assumed ten forms for the destruction of two demon kings
Sumbha and Nisumbha, the prominent of them being Kali,
who drank the blood of Rakta-vija and did not let any drop
to fall on the ground.

Parbati and Maha Mai.



DURJODHANA (DURYODHANA)

Source : Mahabharata
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
ga3T Eonus ufz  HeEh
IH & HfeHT 93T Fetl
75 a9 gfu ug vy JEHu
(@E€3T 1 9, ¥ W)
Durjodhana lost his reputation and prestige; he did not

comprehend the Lord—that Creator. He who causes suffering

for the men of God, also suffers himself.
(Gauri M. 1, p. 225)

TIHUS ar HfgH™ Hs i
(396 aFlg, V. 99€3)

The Lord shattered the pride of Durjodhana.
(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1163)

Episode: Durjodhana (Duryodhana) was the eldest son of
Dhritarashtra. Being the eldest, he was the leader of the
Kaurava princes in the great war of Mahabharata. After the
death of Pandu, his five sons were brought to Hastinapur by
Dhritarashtra and educated them alongwith his own sons.
There sprang up ravalries and jealousies. Yudhishthira, the
eldest of Pandu brothers, was senior in age to Duryodhana,
therefore when Dhritarashtra thought of making him his
heir-apparent, Duryodhana strongly remonstrated against
this proposal. After that the animosity between the Kauravas
and Pandavas increased to such an extent that there were .
several plots to exterminate the Pandavas. The Pandavas
had to face great odds. Duryodhana invited them to a
gambling match, in which with the help of his maternal
uncle Shakuni, he won from Yudhishthira everything, his
brothers, his own freedom and even his wife Draupadi.

. Duryodhana exultingly sent for Draupadi and when she
refused to come, she was dragged by the hair of her head
by Duhsasana. Duryodhana insulted her by asking her to sit
upon his thighs. At this juncture Bhima vowed to break the
thighs of Duryodhana for this offence and ultimately in the
great war of Mahabharata, he fulfilled his vow. On the
eighteenth day of the war, when Kauravas were badly
defeated and all the brothers except Duryodhana were slain,
Duryodhana hid himself in a lake. He was discovered and
brought out with taunts. Ultimately in the dual that
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See:

followed, he was killed by Bhima, with his mace. Both
Duryodhana and Bhima had learnt the use of mace under
the tutorship of Balarama, the elder brother of Krishna. In
the war Krishna sided with Pandavas and his army with
Kauravas.

Draupadi and Krishna.
DURVASAS (called Durbasa)

Source : Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
TouAT fAQ a93 sagst e & % uw )
(T&HET 3HET, ¥ £¢3)

The Yadavas deceived Durbasas and reaped the fruit.
(Dhanasari Namdev, p. 693)

Episode: Sri Krishna was the most important member of the
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Yadava clan. Once the sages Durvasas, Vishwamitra, Kanva
and Narada came to Dwarka. Some Yadavas in a playful
mood brought Samba, dressed as a pregnant woman before
the sages and asked them dericively, what child, whether
male of female would be born to Samba. The sages guessed
the ruse played upon them and got very angry at the insult.
They (the name of Durvasas is prominently referred to in
this connection) prophesied that whosoever would be born,
would be the cause of the destruction of the whole of the
Yadava clan. It is said that Samba gave birth to an iron rod
as predicted. The Yadavas knew that the curse of the sages
could never be untrue, therefore, they filed the rod into
powder and threw it into the sea alongwith the rerﬁaining
small piece of iron. When Sri Krishna was told about the
incident, he said that all that was destined to happen. The
powder of the iron rod thrown into the sea was washed
ashore and it grew up like arrow-like y;rass. When the period
of destruction approached near, the Yadavas, under the
influence of liquor fought with each other. They plucked the
arrow-like grass, which turned into iron rods. These rods
were freely used, which brought the destruction of the clan.
The piece of iron thrown into the sea was swallowed by a
fish. The same fish was purchased by a hunter, who utilised
the iron piece found in the belly of the fish, as the tip of the
arrow. When the hunter went for a prey in the forest, Sri



Krishna was reclining under a tree. He lay down on the
ground immersed in Yoga, with his feet raised up. The
hunter called Jara, saw Krishna's raised feet from a distance
and mistook the same for a deer and shot it with his arrow.
Sri Krishna expired at once. In this way the curse of the sages

was fulfilled.

Comments : There was an all-round destruction, because of the
~curse of a sage. There was also a curse of Gandhari that the
Yadava dynasty would be annihilated after thirty-six years

and the same was fulfilled with the curse of the sages.

DWAPARA YUGA

Source : Epics and Puranas -
Referenices in Guru Granth Sahib :
efer gwrufa »at JEt i
groufy fegsr st et
gfe uar ey Ud TISiuq,
grafy wg fIaer T
g9 Tey afg udETE i
AT 0 T8 F9E
anas™ fas wafg & Jet
g& oI aHEr JIl i

: ; (g H: 9, U. 9033-28)
In Dwapara, half of the merit of Mercy was lost. Rare was the
enlightened person, who knew it; the Dharma-Bull had only
two feet, only the enlightened person could realise the Truth.
The kings performed the religious acts with motive. Acts of
charity were practised with hope for reward; No ritual could
bring salvation without the Name of the Lord.....

(Maru M. 1, pp. 1023-24)
errufe gx efgar Jfe :
gafw g&& wArefa Efen
enryfa uafiy efe daaue |l
Jeyfy 9= I = fesfen

(FHast w3, Y. tto)
In Dwapara ‘ Yuga, the duality grew strong. Those who
indulged in duality strayed into illusion; In .Dwapara, the
Dharma-Bull had only two feet, He, who became enlightened

held fast to the Name of the Lord:
(Ramkali M. 3, p. 880)

warufs 89 3T ar 7g wE @l

(ela HHT H. ,, Lf U_/A.V




In Dwapara, the chariot is of austerity and charity is the
Qanote=r (Var Asa M. 1, p. 470)

Comments : During the Dwapara Yuga, Dharma becafne two-
legged. There prevailed falsehood, malice, dissentions and
discontent. The virtues diminished by half. There. was
violence and strife, though the scriptures were read and acts
of Dharma were performed.

See : Yugas.

GAJA (Kunchara)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
A It Aafs arat fagur fafa arg spa 3 ger
(A3l& H: ¢, ¥. £€33)

When the Gaja (elephant) took refuge in the Merciful Lord, he
was released from the clutches of the crocodile.

(Sorath M. 9, p. 632)
IAfeg foufe€ afs SA6 ma

(FAF M 4, ¥. 99¢3)
The king of elephants meditated on Thee, O Lord ! and he was
liberated.

(Basant M. 5, p. 1192)
WG fuarsT 833 9399 Ie ofg & ufrn

(@egr afeew, ¥ 9938)

Ajamala, Pingala, Lubhata and Kunchara (Gaja) went to the
Abode of the Lord. . '

(Kedara Ravidas, p. 1124)
Episode: According to Bhagavata Purana, a Gandharva, who had
become an elephant on account of the curse of a sage, was

entangled by an octopus in its tentacles. He meditated on the
Lord for his help and was saved.

GANA

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
gre dragw fag w3 Afaa
..MIH MIH S Maria i

.....

(BFFIaet 1 Y, ¥. 434)
The Ganas, Gandharvas, Siddhas and saints...are engaged in
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uttering the infinite Praises of the Unapproachable and

Unfathomable Lord.
(Devgandhari M. 5, p. 535)

(HBT M 3, U. YY)

The Ganas and Gandharvas were emancipated through the

remembrance of the Name of the Lord....
(Malar M. 3, p. 1259)

Comments : Ganas or Gana-Devatas are the troops of deities. Nine
classes of Ganas are Adityas, Viswe-devas, Vasus, Tushitas,
Abhaswaras, Anilas, Maharajikas, Sadhyas and Rudras.
These are inferior deities and are attendant upon god Shiva.
The Lord of these Ganas is Ganesha (or Gana-pati), who,
according to one legend, sprang from the scurf of the l?ody
of Parvati; and who is the god of wisdom and remover of

obstacles.

GANDHARBA (GANDHARVA) NAGARI

Source : Puranas
Keference in Guru Granth Sahib :
fiar fame Ufy g8 €S 919 I/ Il
fast ng mefon s7aa Hfs 3fs ea

(R8T o 4, 4. 9834)

They are in maze on seeing a mirage and abide in Gandharva
Nagari (Utopia). They only seem bedecked in their mind and

body, who meditate on Truth.
(Shalok M. 5, p. 1425)

Episode : The Gandharvas generally had their dwelling in the sky
or atmosphere. Their abode is thus considered a mirage. It
is equivalent to Harchandauri.

See : Harchandauri.

GANDHARVA

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

dgg afe aefa Aaa
(998 aia, ¥. 19€3)

Millions of Gandharvas hail Thee, O Lord!
(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1163)

7 9 wfg a1 Jiugy fout gus evehr ar<a W= |l

(HB'T STHET, U. 9EI)
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‘In, whose" house' ‘there are Ganas (attendants of gods),
-Gandharvas, sages and where helpless musicians sing....
Gand IR T g . . P (Malar Namdev, p. 1292)

Coniments : A éaﬁdiiafvé is half-man, half-bird. Gandharvas are

celestial minstrels. Vishnu Purana states that they were born
from Brahma. They are musicians of heaven and inhabit

" Indra-loka. Théy witness the actions of men. They generally

~had their dwelling in the sky or atmosphere. One of their

. other duty was the preparation of soma-juice for the gods.

'Epis

The apsaras were their wives or mistresses.

. GANGA
- . Sourcé: Puranas, Ramayana
" References in Guru Granth Sahib: =
o T . BTN e, ¥ 93€3)
Jaharmavi ‘(Jahnavi)- or Ganges was brought (to earth) by
Bhagiratha... S L
ST Co e T . (Malar M. 4, p. 1263)
TR BT sfFem, U. 9:¢3)
If thé-wine is made from the waters of Sursuri (Ganges), the
saintly persons do not drink it; if the impure wine or any other
water, mixes with Sursuri, it becomes the Sursuri itself.
o (Malar Ravidas, p. 1293)
- Fmr & Afer afssr faewt
. . R Afg3T der §fe fsgdt
' o @3¢ awly, ¥. 199t)

itbecame Ganga itself.
* (Bhairo Kabir, p. 1158)

ode : Ganga is said to be the daughter of Himavat, the king
of mountains and given to gods by him. Sagara the king of
Ayodhya had sixty thousand sons by one of his wives. When
he was performing the horse-sacrifice, the horse was stolen.
He ordered his sons to go in search for the same. Not finding
it on the earth, they went to the -nether-regions (Patala),
where they found the horse in the hermitage of the sage

Ifthe stream merged in Ganga (Ganges),

-Kapila, who was absorbed in meditation. When the sons of

Sagara charged Kapila for theft, he reduced them to ashes
by a single glance. When the sons did not return for a long

_time, the king Sagara sent his grandson Ansumat in their
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search. He found their ashes and the horse near them. He
could not find water to pour on the ashes. He was directed
by Kapila not to pour ordinary water upon them, but taking
the horse he should complete the sacrifice of his grandfather.
He (Kapila) also assured Ansumat that his grandson should
obtain heavenly Ganges for their ashes. Ansumat's son was
Dilip and grandson Bhagiratha. Bhagiratha performed
austerities for one thousand years. The god Brahma was
pleased and granted him the boon of taking away the
heavenly river Ganga on one condition. The god Shiva had
to be prevailed upon to break the fall of the waters, so that
the earth may not be swept away. Bhagiratha had to perform
further austerities to please Shiva. Shiva being pleased
received the waters in his locks. For bringing the waters to
the earth down below, Bhagiratha had to perform further
austerities. Ultimately Ganga left Shiva's locks in seven
streams and followed Bhagiratha's splendid chariot. But in
the way Jahnu Muni was performing a sacrifice. In great
rage, he drank up all the waters of Ganga. He was prevailed
upon afterwards to discharge the waters through his ear.
After that the river followed the king Bhagiratha to Patala,
where it washed the ashes of his ancestors and liberated
them.

Ganga (Ganges) is a very sacred river of the Hindus. Its waters
are considered very pure. All other waters of streams and
rivulets etc., when they merge in Ganga, they also become
pure. In the process of its fall from Heaven, Bhagiratha
played a great part through his austerities, therefore it is also
called Bhagirathi. Since it was drunk and released by Jahnu
Muni, it is also called Jahnavi or Jaharnavi. It is also called
Sursuri. Kabir has said that if the mind becomes as pure as
the waters of Ganga, even the Lord follows it. (Shalok Kabir,
p. 1367)

See : Bhagiratha, Jaharnavi, Sursuri.

GANGEVA PITAMA

Source : Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

ﬁﬁwﬁwﬁaﬁwhsw,m%sﬁﬁpafwwn
(ARETe WIS I &, ¥ 93¢3)
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By remembering the same name Gangeva Pitama (Bhishma
Pitama) was saturated with ambrosia, having concentrated his
mind on the Feet of the Lord.

: (Swayye Mahle Teeje ke, p. 1393)

Comments : Bhishma Pitama was the son of king Shantanu and
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born of the holy river goddess Ganga, therefore he was
either called Shantanava or Gangeya (Gangev). According to
the legend described in Mahabharata, the king Shantanu
wanted to marry a beautiful young damsel at a very old age.
The parents of the girl, whose name was Satyavati, were
unwilling to marry their daughter with the king unless he
accepted to make the son of Satyavati as the next king
instead of Bhizshma, .the heir apparent. The king did not like
the idea, but Bhishma in order to gratify his father was
determined to sacrifice himself. After her marriage Satyavati
bore two sons. After the death of his father, Bhishma placed
the elder son on the throne, who being headstrong was killed
in battle. Then Bhishma placed the second son Vichitra-virya
on the throne, who was married with the two daughters of
the king of Kasi. But Vichitra-virya also died young without
any issue. By Bhishma's arrangement, the widows of
Vichitra-virya bore two sons, through the sage Vyasa. These
two children Dhritarashtra and Pandu were brought up by
Bhishma. He acted for them as the regent of Hastinapur. He
also directed the training of their children i.e. Kauravas and
Pandavas. When the conflict began between these families,
he counselled moderation and peace. When the war began,
he sided with Kauravas and was made the commander-in-
chief of their army. On tenth day of the war, he was
wounded. Innumerable arrows pierced his body and when
he fell down from the chariot, he was upheld from the
ground by the arrows. He had the power of fixing the period
of his death, therefore he survived fifty-eight days and
delivered long talks. Throughout his life, he exhibited the
great qualities of sacrifice, devotion and faithfulness. As
promised to the parents of his step-mother, he sacrificed his
right to the throne, did not marry and protected the rights

of the offspring of his step-mother. He remained the
patriarch of the family.



Episode : Ganika

GANIKA

Source : Tradition
References in Guru Gral;tlx Sahib :
Id arfsar fas gu afgar
farfg  »AHE  ISAS I ,
(@Est g3t 3G, U. 38Y)
Ganika, the deformed Kubja and the sinner Ajamila were

emancipated.
(Gauri Cheti Namdev, p. 345)

T UFT=g arfaar Il
(T 3HEE, V. t28)

While teaching the parrot, Ganika attained emancipation.
(Gond Namdev, p. 874)

was a reputed courtesan and led a sinful life.
Some sage, probably Narada, taking pity on her, went to her
house and gave her'a parrot with a directive to teach him
regularly the (inverted) Name of the Lord. This exercise
raised her to the status of a great devotee of God.

GARUDA

Source : Puranas (Vishnu Purana) and Mahabharata
_ References in Guru Granth Sahib :

MWWW?%%W

(gaHat (3895, U. £¢Y)

Whose master is the light of the world (i.e. the sun), and whose
relative (brother) is Garuda, the king of the birds, that Aruna

is crippled because of his past actions.
(Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695)

unige T gATEsT || 9ES 9] dige ArfesT il
(396 3eE, Y. 19€€)
Govind (The Lord) came riding on Garuda, producing music

of the wings (of Garuda).
(Bhairo Namdev, p. 1166)

gz Hfy It AgU FHII
a8t aIfam 1y, Y. €tI)
The mouth in which there is Garuda-mantra, it does not have

any fear of a serpent.
(Mali Gaura M. 5, p. 987)

Comments : Garuda is the vehicle of Vishnu. He is half-man and

half-bird and is the younger brother of Aruna, the charioteer
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See

of sun-god. He was the son of Kashyapa and Vinata. He is
the mortal enemy of snakes. His mother Vinata quarrelled
with her sister Kadru, the mother of the snakes. It is written
in Mahabharata that his mother lost her wager with her
sister regarding the colour of the sea-produced horse and
thus became a slave to Kadru, who promised to set her free,
if her son Garuda should bring the Amrita from the moon.
After surmounting astonishing dangers, Garuda accom-
plished his task and got the liberty of his mother. For
stealing Amrita, he had to fight with Jndra and other gods.
He overcame all of them except Vishnu, who made him his
vehicle. Because of his enmity with the snakes, there is a
mantra (incantation) in his name, known as Garuda mantra.
Anyone who knows this mantra has no fear of the snakes.

He had a son named Sampati and his wife was Unnati or
Vinayaka.

: Aruna.

GAUTAMA

Source : Puranas, Ramayana
References in Guru Granth Sahip -
I3 Ut wafenr fengt fayg Sfr fee sarfenr
AOR A9 fSUs 59T g8 I ufs usgrfowr
YTt H: 9, V. 9393-88)
Indra seeing Ahalya, the wife of ascetic Gautama was allured.

But (with the curse of Gautama) he had a thousand disgraceful
marks on his body; then he repented in his mind.

(Prabhati M. 1, pp. 1343-44)
AIAT & € fég Furfonr )
(F'T THTBY 12 3, AT M 9, ¥. ty3)

Because of the punishment of a thousand disgraceful marks,
Indra wept....

(Var Ramkali M. 3, Shalok M. 1, p. 953)

g At s fangat

The wife of Gautama, who was turned in
liberated.

(T 5HEQ, V. tog)
to a stone, was

(Gond Namdev, p. 874)

Episode: It is recorded in Ramayana that Indra was guilty of the
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seduction of his Guru Gautama's wife Ahalya. He visited the
Guru's house during his absence and assumed the form of
Gautama. Ahalya suspected that it could not be her



husband, who had gone to take a bath in the early hours of
the morning. But since the intruder was in the guise of
Gautama himself, she yielded to his wishes. As Gautama,
the sage, returned to his house, he found Indra there,
therefore, in great rage, he cursed both Indra and his wife.
Indra lost his manhood and had one thousand disgraceful
marks on his body. Ahalya became a stone and was to be
liberated, when Rama the incarnation of Vishnu would
touch her. The moon, who was acting as a watchman of
Indra, still has the blemish on his face caused by the
impression of the wet towel of Gautama.

Gautama was a great ascetic of his age.

See: Ahalya and Indra.
GAYA

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
Frar gifen dieT=dt ARG & aHT I
(FHF 3HEE, V. 19¢€)

ari are only worldy works.

isits to Ganga, Gaya and Godav
Fhewia o Y (Basant Namdev, p. 1196)

aifewr fuzg a3 i

(T aHEE, ¥. t23)

He goes to Gaya and offers rice-balls.
(Gond Namdev, p. 873)

Comments : It is one of the seven sacred puris (places of religious
merit) of Hindus. It is a famous pilgrim station not only of
Hindus, but also of Buddhists. It was here that Buddha
attained Nirvana. The Hindus have to pass through a narrow
passage here in order to destroy all their sins. According to
Hindu belief, that if the rice-balls are offered here on behalf
of the manes, the manes attain salvation.

GAYATRI

Source : Puranans
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

Uiz 3HEt arfegt &8O ar oz w3t =i
& fg &9 caret 36t Biarz Biarg #73T &t I
(FiF 3eE, . tr8-2v)
O, Pundit ! Your Gayatri was grazing in the fields of a Lodha
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i f, the owner broke her leg and she was limping.
IRt etat (Gond Namdev, pp. 874-75)

Comments : Satarupa, Savitri, Sarasvati, Gayatri and Brahmani

are said to be the names of Sarasvati, the wife of Brahma.
One myth speaks of Gayatri as the second wife of Brahma.
At the time of a Yajna (sacrifice), Sarasvati was absent. She
was called, but could not reach back in time as she was in
her toilet. Brahma, in great rage, married Gayatri, daughter
of a sage, in order to perform the rite. When Sarasvati
reached, there was a great row. Gayatri is said to have
pacified her by her eloquence and agreed to occupy the
subordinate position. According to another myth, Gayatri
was cursed by Sarasvati to become a cow. When she was
grazing in the field of a Lodha Jat, the owner hit her with
a staff and broke her leg. Gayatri is also a mantra, a prayer
to the sun, which is said to have three feet.

GODAVARI

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

g9 aifenr Jier=dt Amrg & anir )
, (FAF 5HEE, ¥. 99¢€)
Going to Ganga, Gaya and Godavari are mere worldly rituals.
(Basant Namdev, p. 1196)

der AHsT  Jieredt HIA3T

3 =efo @ey ufs mo &t gt
(HEF M2 8, U. 9€3)

Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari and Sarasvati all long for the dust

of the feet of the saint.

(Malar M. 4, p. 1263)

Comments : Godavari is a river, originating from the hills of
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Nasik, Bombay. Though the Arabian Sea is at a distance of
about 55 miles from its source, but it flows towards the
Eastern coast and passing through Tamil Nadu, it merges in
the Bay of Bengal. The town of Nander, where Guru Gobind
Singh passed the last days of his life, is situated on its banks.
According to the Sikh Scripture the rivers like Ganga and

Godavari have achieved eminence because of the visits of
great saints.



GOMATI

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
IH oHTer aWsSt 39
Hor gAfo Widws gl
(AT Rt a8ia, ¥. 89¢)

My haj (Muslim pilgrimage) is on the banks of Gomati, where

lives my Pir (Guru) of yellow garments (i.e. Krishna).
(Asa Sri Kabir, p. 478)

Comments : Gomati is a river in Uttar Pradesh. The Sikh Gurus
and radical saints do not believe in religious rituals. Kabir,
in the reference given above, is critical of going on a
pilgrimage to Mecca. Wherever the Name of the Lord is
uttered.and His Praises are sung, that is only the pilgrim
staticn for him. In this reference he makes a mention of the
Gomati river and Lord Krishna, rising above the communal

prejudices.

GOVARDHANA

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

grovfs faufs J=Ius ad il
org w9, ¥. 089)

Through the Guru's discipline, Krishn2 lifted the Govardhana

(mountain).
(Maru M. 1, p. 1041)

(g W Y, U. F0tR)

Govardhan-dhari (One who holds up the mountain

Govardhana)...
(Maru M. 5, p. 1082)

Comments : Govardhana is the name of a mountain in Vrindavana
near Mathura. Once Krishna induced the cowherds and
Gopis to worship this mountain instead of the god Indra. On
this Indra was greatly enraged and caused a heavy rain to
deluge the area. In order to remove the distress of the
inhabitants, Krishna held up the mountain as an umbrella
to shelter them and their cattle, on his little finger for seven
days. The baffled Indra paid homage to Krishna. .
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HAIMANCHAL, HIMACHALA
(Himalayas, Hivalay)
Source: Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

I5 & et ft ws I 97 3 wfe
If the body is wasted away in Haimanchal (Himalayas), sti

the malady of the mind persists,

(Sri Raga M. 1, p. 62)

dfe 7€ o a3 37 7@ o=l ary
aHs  Afs 3@ & ys

Though ore may go to mfﬂiohs of pilgrim stations, one ma
waste away his body in Hivalay (Himalayas), he cannot equa};

" the merit of the remembrance of the Name of the Lord.

(Rarikali Namdev, p, 973,

Comments : Haimal"lChalv or Himachala, Hivalay (Himalay'as) has
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remained the a.bode. of many sages Practising austerities.
Even Guru Gobind .Smgh, the tenth Sikh Gury mentions the
rformance of his religious austerities at Hem Kunt

. mountain in his Previous birth as "Dusht Daman®, as

described in his'. poem Bachittar Natak. The ancient Hindus

' to the heaven of Indra.

HANUMAN (HANWANTAR)
Regren.ces in Guru Granth Sahib : ’

edt ¥ S gz gums
FeE 82 A& fanfe wpfs 3ya odr )
cod ?ﬁ’ WA  yAefw  Fri

N p Hanuman burnt the citade] of Lanka, uprooted the

Thoug of Ravana, brought the wound-healing herb ‘for
gafden na and pleased Sri Rama, yet due to his Previous
Laks? " actions), he could not get rig of his loin-cloth,

L2 mas

(Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695)




H& Hfg 33 avSe 3T SeWe Harin -

ISIIF Ifor wiferr afs Avgra
(BT I 3 IhT e 9, F 9893)

Within his mind Ram Chand (Sri Rama) mourned for Sita and
Lakshmana. He remembered Hanwantar (Hanuman), who

e to meet him.
cam (Shalok Varan te Vadhik M. 1, p. 1412)

Epiéode : It is said that Hanuman's actual father was god Shiva.
When Shiva and Parvati played in the forest, disguiseq as
elephants, Ganesha was born to therr}. After that they Playeq
in the guise of monkeys and Parvati became Pregnant, by
she did not like to be the mother of a monkey. Therefore
Shiva entrusted the embryo from the womb of hijg wife to
the wind god Vayu, who deposited it in the womb of Anjang
the monkey woman. The monkey called Kesrj ‘was hexf
husband. Thus Hanuman was box:n as the son of Anjana. He
had the powers given by both.S!'lfva and Vayu, He was aloe
blessed by other gods and divinites. 'I:he sun-god to]q him .
"My son Sugriva is living on .earth w11§h Bali anq pe is n0t.
as strong and powerful like him. You e of"help to .Sugriva
as his minister and constant COmPanlofl- When' in th
service of Sugriva he came into contact Wlth.Sri Ratna, aft e
the abduction of Sita by Ravana and.ren_lamed COnnecy er
with him till his death. Several of l:ls ffeats are giye
Ramayana e.g. burning of Lanka, upaoot;rtg the gar
Ravana and bringing the wound-healing herh
Himalayas for healing the wounds of Lakshman,_ It Oom
who first met Sita in Ravana's garden and j orme.

Rama about it. According to an anecdote, before m ed Sri

Rama, once Hanuman looted the belongings of ¢ & Sry

~ and seers and left nothing with them éxcept the loin Saingg
The saints cursed him that he would also have *clou‘.
thing

except loin-cloth.
Comments : Hanuman was a great devotee of gp
‘ is i ion, he ultimately b Mgy
through his intense devotion, he eCame on ang
. , o

the Lord. th
HARAMBAY (MAGHAR) |

Source : Puranas .
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

maﬁﬁﬁmﬁma'mm"



Ifg a7 AF WI THF T AABT A& IIEtl

(4T FH19, U. 8t8)

If the hard-hearted sinner dies at Banarasa, he cannot save
himself from hell. If the saint of the Lord dies at Harambay,

i cross many people besides himself.
St ’ o (Asa Kabir, p. 484)

Comments : Harambay seems to be another name for Maghar,
where, according to tradition, if anyone dies, he is re-born
as an ass. In the above reference, Kabir has rejected such a
viewpoint. '

See : Maghar.

HARCHANDAURI

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

&yﬂﬁk@ﬁhmﬁ@ﬁ@?ﬁﬁu

_ (AT W2 4, ¥, 8€9)
You see only Harchandauri (Mirage), there is nothing

permanent. (Asa M. 5, p. 461)

ﬁykéyﬁﬁdﬁh%ﬂﬁgmwamséamﬂl

: : (AT M Y, . goR)
When you see it carefully, the world is like Harchandauri

(mirage), therefore get only the gain of the meditation on the
Name. '

(Asa M. 5, p. 402)
Episode: It is said that the king Hari Chand, son of Trishanku
because of his great generosity and justice, was given a boon
of going directly to heaven alongwith his subjects. When he
left for heaven with his city and subjects, the sage Narada
highly praised him for his works, which made him
infatuated with pride. As soon as the ego welled up within
him, instead of going upwards 'his city began to fall down.
He became conscious of his mistake and repented for his
pride. There and then his city stopped falling and till to-day
remains suspended in the atmosphere. His city has thus

or imaginary creation, which is visualised in desert areas
because of mistiness. It appears as a sheet of water, often

inverted or distorted, caused by atmospheric refraction by
hot air.

See : Gandharva Nagari.
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HARDWAR (HARI-DWARA)

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
FEtg Hfg Hea ar 9@ T Ha€ F afa a &g 1l
Hg dIfg us afs T uar IHd "9l
(R8T &Eia, ¥ 1362
I am eager to die and also die at Hari-dwara, so that the Lord
may ask who is lying here at my door-step ?
(Shatok Kabir, p. 1367)
Comments : Hardwar (Hari-dwara) is a pilgrim station at the
place where Ganga (the Ganges) finally breaks through the
mountains into the plains of India. In the above reference
Kabir does not talk about this place of pilgrimage, but
instead he is eager to die at the gate of the abode of the Lord.
Hari-dwara means the gate of the abode of the Lord.

HARICHAND

Source : Aitreya Brahmana, Puranas, Mahabharata

References in Guru Granth Sahib .
Jetge ©5 &9 A B
fas g »ig & ufe wa< il
wirfy gaTfe W Hfg <0

(G831 W 9, U. 28)

or his generosity. Without the Guruy,

Hari Chand was praised f ity.
he could not comprehend the Indiscriminating Lord. The Lord
nd also instructs him.

Himself causes one to err a
: (Gauri M. 1, p. 224)

faﬁzraﬁ'é'feﬁ{a}ﬂufaa'ﬁafarﬁeaﬁwaure?u
m@a@wfé‘sgxa%h@fa@'%wﬁrfaa*é’ru

(@3t w9, V. 1388)

That Hari Chand, the king and master of the world, did not
comprehend the Writ of the Lord. If he had known the demerit

of generosity, then why could he sell himself in the market ?
(Prabhati M. 1, p. 1344)

Episode : The king Harish Chandra (generally known as Hari
Chand) was the twenty-eighth king of the solar dynasty and
son of Trishanku. His capital was Patna. He was famous for
his generosity and truthfulness. He had to face great odds
because of his righteousness and remaining steadfast to his
words. Once his preceptor Vishwamitra got angry with him
and in his absence completed the ceremonjes of his
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sadiﬁcial feast through another Brahmin. Becau§e of this,
Vishwamitra wanted to punish him. Since tt}e king was a
great donor and true to his words, Vishwamlt.ra thro.ugh a
stratagem, got all his kingdom and property in ch.anty. In
this state of destitution, he left his kingdom with his queen
and son. Vishwamitra still persisted that the gift was f\ot yet
completed. For this the king had to sell himself, his wife arfd
son. He himself had to perform the duties of a Chandala in
a graveyard. The queen became the sweepress in the house
of a Brahmin. Her son Rohit was bitten by a snake and she
took it to the cemetery for cremation, where she recognised
her husband as a Chandala. Both of them resolved to die
upon the funeral pyre of their son. Then the gods appeared
on the scene alongwith Vishwamitra and the period of
oppression ended. Rohit was then made the successor and
the king and queen departed to heaven alongwith their
subjects and the city. Narada induced Harish Chandra to
boast of his merits, whereupon, because of the ego, the city
began its downward course, which was arrested on the
repentance by the king. It is said that til] to-day the king and
his followers dwell in an aerial city which according to the
tradition is still visible occasionally in mid-air.

See : Harchandauri.

HIRANYAKASHIPU

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahip :

mmmmmmu

O w8, ¥ gy9)
Hiranyaksha (used for Hiranyakashipu),

the tyrant king was
killed and Prahlada was ferried across by the Lord.

(Asa M. 4, p. 451)

Episode : Hiranyakashipu has been written as Hiranyaksha by the

Gurus and theA radical saints of Guru Granth Sahib, most
probably because of the similarity o

f the two names. Both
these demons were brothers and the folk-tradition must

have erred in the pronunciation of their names.
Hiranyakashipu was the son of Kashyapa and Diti. He
Lecame the king of the demons and through his penances
2nd austerities, he usurped the authority of Indra and also



is said to have exercised the functions of the sun, moon and
the elements i.e. air, fire and water. He conquered the three
worlds. Having become very powerful, he declared that he
was virtually the God of the world. He expected all of his
subjects to worship him. But his son Prahlada did not care
for the orders of his father and remained a devotee of
Vishnu. The father, inflated with pride ultimately had no
other alternative except to kill his son. Vishnu came to the
rescue of Prahlada and in the form of Narsimha (man-lion)

killed the tyrant king.
See : Prahlada and Das Avatars (Man-lion).

HIRANYAKSHA

(pronounced as Harnakhash)
(Killed by boar incarnation of Vishnu. He may not be mistaken

as father of Prahlada).
Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
ofs & sAfs a8s aTfs &  ITU
yar I5 His 35 fHar I& 979 I& AT Afar @ard Il
(HBT H: 4, U. 1R€Y)

Which ones were not ferried across by the remembrance of the
Lord ? Those of the flying birds like Hansa Avatar, those of the
fish form like fish incarantion, those of the deer form like the
Shringi sage and those of the boar form like the boar
incarnation—all were ferried across in the company of the

saint.
- (Malar M. 5, p. 1269)

gaSiugd ¥R Safrw srarfee i
g3 wgp fyafr gefez

(g W Y, 4. q0tR)

O Lord, Thou art the Ishwara supporting the earth, Narayana,
the man-lion. Thou art the boar with protruding teeth and

supporting the earth.
(Maru M. 5, p. 1082)

Episode : Hiranyaksha, was the brother of the tyrant demon king
Hiranyakashipu. He propitiated Brahma and attained the
boon of invincibility. He was exempted from hurt by god,
man or beast. In great pride, he began to harrass the gods
and men. He even dragged the earth to the nether-regions
under the waters, wherefrom it was saved by Vishnu, who
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assumed the form of a boar and cagsed it to float again. He
killed the tyrant demon with his tusks.

See : Das Avatars—the boar incarnation and also Hiranyakashipu.

HOURI
Source : Muslim Scriptures
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
Har fyge IAT g
farg ulte seqa aufe »igsr))
g9 &9 YA YeTeuT §ait m&T s gaaT ||
7 (Mg W 4, ¥. 9ot3-t8)
Let Grace of the Lord be your Mecca and becoming the dust
of the feet be your fast. Let the practice of Pir's (Guru's)
instruction as required be your Bhista (Paradise). The devotion

of the Lord-God in suitable cloister by your Houri,

light and
fragrance.

(Maru M. 5, pp. 1083-84)

Comments : In Muslim belief any of the nymphs of Paradise is a
Houri. When the faithful enters the heaven, he is welcomed
by a houri. Guru Arjan Dev, in the above reference has

rejected the idea of the enjoyment of a houri by a faithful
Muslim.

| | INDRA

Source : Vedas, Puranas and Mahabharata
References in Guru Granth Sahib -
fég afe 7 & fer gty
(398 a5la, V. 19€3)
Millions of Indras serve the Lord. '
(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1163)

fég & gowfenr gar ggag =

(T HB'T M2 9, A8T M 3, ¥. 93t9)
Indra was ordered and it rained heavily.

(Var Malar M. 1, Shalok M. 3, p. 1281)

fégudt Hfg moug waer

. (@T8F w: y, ¥. 232)
One has to die ultimately in Indra Puri.

(Gauri M. 5, p. 237)

AIAT 76 € g Snfenm
(F7T avast w: 3, A8 W: 1, U. ty3)

Indra received the punishment of one thousand marks of
disgrace and wept.

(Var Ramkaii M. 3, Shalok M. 1, p. 953)
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II3Y IUT »igfenwr fengt fag Sfy ffe sarfemr
HOH A9 fogs gar g8 3 wfs usgfew

(Y573t M 9, V. 9383-88)

On seeing Ahalya, the wife of ascetic Gautama, Indra was
allured. When a thousand marks of disgrace appeared on his

body, he repented in his mind.
(Prabhati M. 1, pp. 1343-44)

Comments : Indra is the king of gods. He carries his weapon of
. thunderbolt in his right hand. He is the god of atmosphere
' ispenses rain. Many hymns are addressed to him in

dd
:&:las. The name of his wife Indrani is Sachi. His heaven is

\

called Amaravati or Swarga. According to Mahabharata, he
seduced Ahalya, the wife of the sage Gautama. In punish-
ment he received one thousand marks of disgrace on his
body, but on performance of austerities these marks -were
changed to eyes. When Ravana invaded Indra and defeated
him, he was carried off to Lanka by his son Meghanada, who
received the title of Indra-jit. Brahma interceded on behalf
of Indra for his release, but he was told that the punishment
of defeat was for the seduction of Ahalya. Indra was the
father of Arjuna by Kunti and for him, he is said to have
cheated Karna of his divine coat of mail. In order to save his
throne, he frequently sends celestial nymphs to excite the
passions of holy men. He appears in rivalry with Krishna,
because Krishna stole the Parijata tree from his heaven (See
Var Asa M. 1, p. 470). Indra has a white horse and an
elephant, which are said to have sprung out from the milk-
ocean, when the same was churned by both gods and

demons.

ISA, ISARA, ISHARA (ISHWARA)

Source : Puranas

References i Guon Granth Salib :

(AY, ¥. &)

Isara (Ishara) Brahma and goddess sing Thy Praises, O Lord !...
(Japu, p. 6)

gfe afs 78t yg »us &l

(Mg BT W: 4, U. 9093)

I'am a sacrifice to my Lord Isa (Ishara).
(Maru Solhe M. 5, p. 1072)
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¥IH HIHT A= f3at »ig & ufenm i

g > (7 BT H: 9, . 92.9¢-to)
Isa Mahesur (Shiva) serves the Lord, but does not know His
i (Var Malar M. 1, pp. 1279-80)

EIAg o™ RS »ig 3t & satum
% : (@7 Frat o 3, . uI€)
Isara (Ishara, Ishwara) and Brahma serve the Lord, but they

1d not know His Limits.

i (Var Gujri M. 3, p. 516)

Comments : The words Isa and Isara are tadbhavas from Sanskrit

Ishwara, which mean 'The Lord', but they are also titles given
to Shiva, when they appear with the name of any other god.

JADAVA (YADAVA)

Source : Mahabharata, Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
gouHT fAC 993 918t wrew & @ ue

(TBHIT aeT, ¥ £¢3)

"By cutting joke with Durbasa, Jadavas obtained the fruit
(punishment).

(Dhanasari Namdev, p. 693)

Comments : Yadavas are the descendents of Yadu, the eldest son

‘of Yayati and Devayani. They were mainly cowherds. When
Krishna was born, they seem to have settled in the
neighbourhood of Mathura on the banks of river Yamuna.

Krishna belonged to this tribe, which migrated with Krishna
to Dwarka.

- See: Durbasa, Krishna.

JAGANNATHA

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib -
AdSE mar deEs wh o
38 IHs fou Wiy wedg
(@HABT W2 Y, . tt9)
Jagannatha (The Lord of the world), Madhva, who is the life
of the world, the Remover of Fear, remember Him in the heart.
(Ramkali M. 5, p. 897)
AdsE Afg #g Qua
sfa Hiast A3 5T

(BT M 8, ¥. ¥t9)



Jagannatha (The Lord of the world has created all beings; He
hath Perforated the noses of all and hath stitched the nose-
string. (Nat M. 4, p. 981)

gar @3 HAw atmr ...
(feew yarst awia, ¥ 938¢)

What is the use of bathing (in the Jagannatha temple) in

Orissa...
(Bibhas Prabhati Kabir, p. 1349)

Comments : Ordinarily, the word Jagannatha means the Lord of the
world. The first two references above pertain to this. The
third reference is about the temple of Jagannatha at Puri in

Orissa.

When Jara, the hunter accidently killed Krishna (See the entry
"Krishna"), his body remained under a tree. Some pious |
persons collected the bones of Krishna and put them in a |
box. There they remained till the king Indradyumna was l !
directed by Vishnu to prepare the image of Jagannatha, with
the bones of Krishna within it. Vishwakarma began the
preparation on the condition that he would not be Flistur?ed
till the completion of the work. The king being impatient
went to see the image after a fortnight. Vishwakarma, who
was still busy in his work, got angry and left the work
unfinished.This is the reason why the image has no hands
and feet. The king was highly disappointed but on praying,
Brahma promised to make the image famous. Then the gods
were invited at the setting up ceremony of the image. It is
said that Brahma himself acted as high-priest, who gave eyes
and a soul to the god, which completely established the fame
of Jagannatha. Two great annual festivals are held in the
honour of the god in the mcnths of Jaistha and Asarha.

JAHARNAYVI (JAHNAVI)

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

ST H: 8, U. 9€3)

Jaharnavi (Jahnavi) was brought by the ascetic Bhagiratha...
(Malar M. 4, p. 1263)

Comments : Jaharnavi or Jahnavi is another name for the river
Ganga (Ganges). When, after the propitiation of Brahma and
Shiva, Ganga was being brought from heaven, the sage
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See :

Epis

Jahnu was disturbed in his devotions by the passage of the
river. In great ire, he drank up its waters. Afterwards, when
he relented, he allowed the river to issue from his ear.
Therefore Ganga is called Jahnavi i.e. the daughter of Jahnu.

Ganga, Bhagiratha.

JAMADAGNI

Source : Brahmanda Purana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
AT FHEIE  UIHIHHGT
9 g&'g W 39 JfaGu
(REEIE HeE ufas &, 4. 93tY)
Parasrama, the son of Jamadagni, who was divested of his

hand's axe and powers by Raghuvira, sings the divine praises
of Guru Nanak Dev.

(Swayye M. Pahle ke, p. 1389)
ode: Because of the wickedness of Kshatriya kings, the
mother Earth made representation to Brahma. She was taken
to Mahavishnu, who promised to take an incarnation as the
son of Jamadagni and punish the wicked kings.

Jamadagni, the son of Richika, was a pious sage, and one of the
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Saptarishis. He married Renuka, the daughter of king
Prasenajit, who was contented to partake in his ascetic life.
Once Renuka went to bathe in the river, she saw Chitraratha,
the prince of Mrittikavati, sporting with his wife in the
water. She felt envious of their enjoyment and returned to
t.he hermitage with defiled thoughts. Perceiving her agita-
tion, her husband Jamadagni was exceedingly wrath. He
commanded his sons to kill their mother. It was only
Parashurama, who obeyed his order and with his axe struck
off his mother's head. For this service, Parashurama received
the boon of invincibility. Once the king Kartavirya came to
tlTe hermitage of Jamadagni and in his absence carried. off
his cow Kamadhenu. Parashurama was also not in the
house. When he came to know of it, he followed the king
t‘md killed him in the battle. The sons of the deceased king,
In.great rage, came to the hermitage and killed the sage
Jamadagni. When Parashurama came home and saw his

lifeless father, he swore that he would extirpate the whole
race of Kshatriyas.



See : Parashurama in Das Avatars.

Comments: In the above reference from Guru Granth Sahib,
Raghuvira or Ramachandra is shown as having been
victorious over Parashurama the son of Jamadagni.
Parashurama was destroying the race of Kshatriyas, when
Ramchandra in an encounter with him divested him of his

axe. This account is given in Ramayana.

JAMUNA (YAMUNA)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
o AWeT  dier=dt  FIEST
3 gafs §ey ufs Ay &t IE

(HBT W 8, Y. 1RE3)

Ganga, Jamuna, Godavari and Sarasvati make effort to touch

the dust of the feet of saints.
(Malar M. 4, p. 1263)

WWH’E’H?WS’G‘U

mwégfsagafa@fafafaf?#@u
- (et HoB 968 &, V. 1803)

who assumed the birth aﬁd work of

Machh (fish incarnation), Kachh (tortoise incarnation) and
Baraha (boar incarnation) and who (as Krishna) played the

game of ball on the bank of Jamuna.
' . (Swayye Mahle Chauthe ke, p. 1403)

Comments : The river Yamuna is described in the Puranas as the
daughter of the sun (Surya). For sometime Krishna played
on its banks. It is said that Krishna's elder brother Balarama

compelled the river to change its course.

JANAKA

Source : Ramayana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

g I Afex I= meIg....
(AeEle Hod gn &, Y. 3¢9)

1t is the Guru (Ramdas),

You are the incarnation of king Janaka....
(Swayye Mahle Dooje ke, p. 1391)

735 dAfg efd W3 FaHg
g was uait far fomr=ar i

(&a3T M 8, . 130%)

Do not be led astray by castes. Suka, the Brahmin, meditated
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while sitting at the feet of the Kshatriya king Janaka.
(Kanra M. 4, p. 1309)

Comments : Janaka was the king of Mithila and father of Sita. He

had a great bow of Shiva with him. He had announced that
any prince who would bend that bow, would be married to
his daughter. It was Rama, who performed this feat and was
thus married to Sita. Janaka had invited Dasrath, the father
of Rama and king of Ayodhya for the marriage ceremony.
He also proposed to marry his daughter Urmilla to
Lakshmana and his two nieces to Bharata and Shatrughana.
All this was done with great pomp and show.

The sage Yajnavalkya was the priest of Janaka and also his

When he left this world and was

See
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adviser. Through his pure and righteous life Janaka is said
to have attained Unity with .Lord-God. Though he was a
Kshatriya, he became the preceptor of the great Brahmin
sage Suka (Sukhdev) the son of Vyasa, because bf his great
spiritual attainments. It is said that he asserted his right of

performing sacrifices without the intervention of priests
(Brahmins).

going towards the Abode of the
Lord, he heard in the way the cries ang wailings of many

Jivas. They were, in fact, the sinners who were undergoing
the punishment in hell. He interceded on their behalf and
got them rescued from the fire of hell. The Dharmaraja let

them off after receiving the Command of Lord-God, who is
ever kind towards His devotees.

: Rama and Sita.

JANMEJA (] ANAMEJAYA)
Source : Mahabharata
. References in Guru Granth Saﬁib:
HASHH I9 A8T & "fsmr
faQ 5y e gafir gufamr

@831 i 9, . 22y)
Janamejaya could not comprehend the Word of the Guru.

Having strayed in illusion, how could he attain peace. He erred
a little (and afterwards repented).

(Gauri M. 1, p. 225)

TH ASHAT ¥ WA wafw fouhy ugtfenr
fafg afs 7ar »emag we fagg & 98 Swrfomr
Y73t W 9, ¥ 9388)



The king Janamejaya was being advised by Vyasa (not to ride
the horse, not to bring home the Apasaras and not to do
anything at her bidding), but the king did the same and
accepted the proposal of the Apasaras regarding the performance
of a Yajna. He invited eighteen Brahmins. (When the queen
arrived wearing transparent clothes, the Brahmins laughed).
The king in great ire, killed them, (The king was seized by
leprosy) and he could not escape the Destiny.

(Prabhati M. 1, p. 1344)
Episode : The king Janamejaya was the son of Parikshit and
grandson of Arjuna. He did not act according to the advice
of his Guru Vyasa, who forbade him from riding a particular
mare, and sending the horse born of her for Ashwamedha
Yajna. He was also forbidden to marry a very beautiful
damsel, who would meet him while hunting in the forest.
He was also told not to perform the Yajna and not invite the
Brahmins for performing the rites of the Yajna. He was also
cautioned for not killing the invited Brahmins. But whatever
was destined had to happen. It is said that though the king
tried to avoid all the above-mentioned happenings, but the

Writ on his head led him towards everything anticipated by
It of the killing of the Brahmins, who

the queen in transparent clothes, the king
became a leper. In order to save himself from such a grave
disease, the king was advised to listen to the Katha (reading)
of Mahabharata. This great epic was recited by Vaisham-
payana and the king listened to it in expiation of the sin of

killing Brahmins.

JARASANDHA

Source : Mahabharata, Bhagavata Purana.
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

A9Afg sAHE AW I
@81 i 9, ¥. 28)

Vyasa. As a resu
laughed on seeing

Jarasandha and Kalayavana were killed.
: (Gauri M. 1, p. 224)

Episode : Jarasandha was a terrible king of Magadha. Asti and
Prapti, the two wives of Kansa were daughters of Jarasandha.
When Kansa was killed by Sri Krishna, the daughters went
to their father and wailed and wept before him. Jarasandha
was filled with great ire and with a mighty army besieged
the city of Mathura. A fierce battle followed between
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Jarasandha and Sri Krishna. During the fierce fighting,
Balarama was about to kill Jarasandha, when a heavenly
voice was heard that Balarama was not the person to kill
Jarésandha. Therefore Jarasandha was set free by Balarama'
and Sri Krishna. The enmity between Sri Krishna and
Jarasandha was lifelong. They confronted each other eigh-
teen times. Ultimately Sri Krishna decided to kill Jarasandha
in a duel. Once Sri Krishna, alongwith Arjuna and Bhima
went to the city of Magadha in the guise of Brahmins. They
were received with traditional courtesy by Jarasandha, who
wanted to know about their identity. Sri Krishna told him
that his friends were having the vow of silence, which would
terminate only at midnight. At midnight, Jarasandha came
again to know the identity of the three Brahmins. Then Sri
Krishna revealed to him that they were Krishna, Arjuna and
Bhima and had come to fight a duel with him. They wanted
to set free many innocent kings, who had unr

put in a dungeon. Jarasandha was ask
of them for a duel. He, in a
killed him in that duel.

Comments : The tyrant had to be punished and for this purpose,

the method of duel-fighting was chosen, so that the
unnecessary warfare could be avoided.

JASODA (YASODA)

Source : Puranas

easonably been

ed to select any one
great fury, selected Bhima, who

Reference in Guru Granth Sahip -

O Lord ! Thou of Lotus-eyes, of Sw

million of companions look elegant,
asks to eat curry and rice

eet Words, with whom
whom the mother Jasoda

......

(Swayye Mahic Chauthe Ke, p. 1402)
Comments : Jasoda (Yasoda) was the foster-

wife of the cowherd Nanda.
See : Krishna.

mother of Krishna and
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KA'BAH
Source : The Koran, Muslim literature
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

A8 fes Hfo aug fa=v IHTY
foor oW aw  AfenT
(ya73t agta, 4. 9340)
If you pray fraudulently in your mind, what is the need of
going to Ka'bah for a hajj? ;
(Prablati Kabir, p. 1350)
fy wgdt wg9r four oW g ATl
mwﬁmm@m?aﬁwwﬁen
(F3a ulg, ¥. 1328)

The Sheikh (Muslim divine) without the quality of sabar
(patience)——why should he go to Ka’bal for a hajj, says Kabir ?
The one who has no completeness of the heart, why should he

hope for union with God ?

(Shalok Kabir, p. 1374)

Comments : Ka'bah is a square temple in the city of Mecca, which
is the most sacred shrine of the Muslims. It is said to have
been built by Adam and later on rebuilt by Abraham and
Ishmael. Abraham placed in one of its corners the black
stone given by the Archangel Gabriel. Just near by, there is
the Zamzam well, from which Hagar drew water to save the
life of her son Ishmael. The Prophet Mohammad, who was
born and hed in Mecca, remo~ed the idols from the Ka’bah
and established Mecca as the holy city of Islam. Whenever
and wherever the Muslim prays, he has to turn his face
towards Ka'bah and is bound to make a pilgrimage and
perform hajj in this sacred shrine, in his lifetime.

KABLASA (KAILASA)

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

g w=t nAfos faife #F ar<
wéfnegfxarﬁ:xmafawné@n
(el WIS 69 &, U. 1808)

Whose Praises are sung by Brahma (Birancha) alongwith the

hymns of the Vedas and for whom Shiva (the ascetic) holds fast

on the Kablasa (Kailasa) mountain and does not leave it....
(Swayye Mahle Chauthe ke, p. 1404)
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Comments : Kailasa is a mountain situated like Meru to the north
of Himalayas. The beautiful Manasarovar lake lies towards
its south. Shiva's paradise (Shivapuri) is said to be on Mount
Kailasa. Kuvera's abode is also there. It is also called Gana-
parvata. '

KACHHA (KURAMA)
(Tortoise incarnation)
Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
HE T8 FIH wfardr w839t ‘
(g H: 4, ¥. qot3)

Machh (Matsya incarnation),Kachh, Kurama (names of Tortoise
incarnation) took birth according to the Will of the Lord.

(Maru M. 5, p. 1082)
gafH QUE oF nmegrgr I
T M W], ¥ 9032)

Will of the Lord.
(Maru M. 1, p. 1037)

The ten incarnations were created under the

» Wwhich was churned by
twisting the great serpent Vasuki as the rope. In this way

fourteen objects (jewels) were recovered from the ocean.
See : Das Avataras.

KAIRAU (KAURAVAS)

Source: Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahip -
Ht At A99 za TIHUS A Ivet)
9797 A9 £y I8 gr o971 fagw &S yreEr ||
(TTHI! 3He=, ¥, £¢3-¢3)

The (Kairaus) Kauravas who had brothers like Durjo'dhana and

uttered "everything is ours": their canopy was spread over

twelve yojanas (over 48 miles) but (in the battlefield) their
‘bodies were eaten by vultures.

(Dhanasari Namdev, pp. 692-93)
Comments : The Kairaus or Kauravas were the sons of the king
Dhritarashtra and his wife Gandhari. They are said to be one

94



hundred in number. Duryodhana was the eldest, then there
was Duhsasana. They became jealous of their cousins known
as'Pandava and wanted to exterminate them. The story of
the great war of Mahabharata is based upon their rivalry.
Both Kauravas and Pandavas are the descendents of Kuru,

but this patronymic is especially applied to the sons of
Dhritarashtra.

KALA-NEMI

Source : Ramayana and Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
AITATT TBAHS AW I
eIy I &Y faed i
@§3t w9, ¥. 338)

The Lord destroyed Jarasandha and Kalayavana; The Lord also

killed Raktavija and Kala-Nem (Kala-Nemi).
. (Gauri M. 1, p. 224)

{ was the uncle of the demon-king Ravana of
Hanuman proceeded towards Himalayas in
search of the medicinal herb for reviving Lakshmana,
Ravana wanted him to be killed. For this purpose, he
deputed Kalanemi with the promise of giving him half of his
kingdom. Kalanemi assumed the form of a hermit-devotee
and went to Gandhamadana, where Hanuman had gone. He
invited Hanuman to his hermitage and offered him food.
Hanuman refused the food and drink and went to take a
bath in the nearby pond, where a crocodile seized him; he
dragged the animal out of water and killed him. But from
the dead body there arose a love Apsaras, who had become
a crocodile because of the curse of Daksha. The Apsaras told
Hanuman to be cautious of Kalanemi. Thereby Hanuman
came to know the identity of the disguised demon. He went
straight to Kalanemi and seizing him by his feet, he whirled
him round and threw him with such a force that he fell
before the throne of Ravana. In the Puranas, his previous'life
has been mentioned. He was an Asura and son of Virochana,
the grandson of Hiranyakashipu. He was killed then by
Vishnu, but was said to live again in Kansa and Kaliyuga.

Episode: Kalanem
Lanka. When
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KALAJAMUNA (KALAYAVANA)

Source : Bhagavata Purana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
ATATT ITBAHS HWTT I
@@€3 H: 1, ¥. 228)
Jarasandha and Kalajamuna (Kalayavana) were killed.

(Gauri M. 1, p. 224)

Episode : Kalayavana was the king of "Faaras"” and a great friend

of Jarasandha. He wanted to conquer Mathura, for which he
performed penance and received a boon from Shiva that
none of the Yadavas would be able to kill him. Coming to
know about the protection given by Shiva to Kalayavana, Sri
Krishna, somewhat dejected, shifted to Dwarka from Mathura.
Another incident also occurred at this juncture. King
Muchukunda, a king of solar dynasty and son of Mandhata
has on the request of god Indra gone to Devaloka along with
his forces and defeated the Asuras (demons). Indra wanted
to bless him with an award for the service, which he had
rendered. Muchukunda, feeling very tired, wanted to be
shown a place, where he could have sound sleep, because

me. Indra led him to a cave on

earth and told him that anyone who disturb
would be reduced to ashes by his very lo

Kalayavana went to kill Krishna, but the latter
in great fear and fled. Kalayavana

ed him in sleep,
ok.

pretended to be

was immediately reduced to
. ashes.
Comments : The wicked king got his due punishment.
KALI

Source : Puranas (Markandeya Purana, Durga Saptshati)
Reference in Guru Granth Sahip -
&2 gt =33 fagam ||

(596 awla, ¥ 99¢3)
With dishevelled hair, they appear terrible.

(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1163)



Comments : The above reference may be in respect of a hag, but
it seems to be particularly about the goddess Kali. Durga,
the consort of Shiva assumed the form of Kali, when during
her war with the demons, she had to deal with the Raktavija,
whose every drop of blood which fell on the ground
produced more demons. As Kali she drank all the blood of
the demon and did not let it fall on the ground. In art she
is shown as a half-naked black woman, very terrible in
appearance having claws and tusks. She wears a garland of
skulls and has a protruding tongue and a mouth dripping

blood.
KALI (KALIYA)

Source : Vishnu Purana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

#7hr ©5 arst a9 S il
(@ ae8, V. tog)

My Lord) gave new life to Kali.
(Gond Namdev, p. 874)

7y Qufe gaifg ofg st
a&st sfg famr =3 sfenr i

o i 9, ¥, 3Yo)
The Lord who has created the beings and controls their
movements. It cannot be a great feat for Him, if as Krishna He
subdued and surmounted Kali.
(Asa M. 1, p. 350)
ode : Kali or Kaliya was a serpent king. He had five heads
and lived in a pool of the river Yamuna. Numerous serpents
attended him. He emitted fire and smoke. When Krishna
was yet a child, while playing with Balarama and other
friends, he jumped into the pool. Kaliya immediately
entwined him in his coils. His friends were terrified, but
Balarama asked him to exercise his divine powers. When
Krishna did so, the venomous Kaliya was soon overcome. It
implored Krishna for mercy, who spared him and asked him
to leave the place at once.

Epis



) KALI YUGA

Source : Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

Afggfer Ag 33 Aalt gmufe Y= 99 11

S gar IS fez afs a<=s s waga
(@t dararie afeem, V. 38€)
In Sat Yuga there was truth, in Treta, there were Yajnas
(sacrifices) and in Dwapara, there was ritualistic worship. In
the three Ages, there were three types of acts, but in Kali Yuga,

the Name of the Lord is the only base.

(Gauri Bairagan Ravidas, p. 346)

ISYlaT 38 Marfs I gz wdr ag=rg )
(J73 %, 12 9, ¥. g20)

In Kali Yuga, the chariot is of fire and falsehood is the
charioteer.

(Var Asa, M. 1, p. 470)

: afsnﬁmﬁfgmn

(F9€ 1 3, ¥ q933)
In the Kali Yuga, the only merit is of the Name of the Lord.

(Bhairo M. 3, p. 1132)
a8 & Hfg fea a& gnit
fas 9 W fa& = aniy
HaHfy g =/93 =gggr
fag nfgee sow & st 3

HF W 9, ¥. 9038)
In Kali Yuga, there is only one-fourth of the merit of Dharma.
None has described it without the Perfect Guru. The self-willed
indulge in'falsehood and Without the True Guruy, the illusion
is not effaced.

oy (Maru M. 1, p. 1024)
IBHIT TaH I&T feq ggrer )
fear OUfe 98 wienr g =gra
e Hg  wfg  greg
A3IE 8¢ &fw Quay

(@HEBT M 3, ¥ tto)

pPower of Dharma
on one foot and the
achment of maya is

ion on attaining the

In Kali Yuga, only one-fourth of the
remained. The Dharma-Bull walks only

attachment of maya increases. The att

exceedingly dark. One achieves salvat
Name from the True Guru.

(Ramkali M. 3, p- 880)
- Comments : Kali Yuga, the present age is the age of degeneration.
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See:

Dharma-Bull in this age is only one-legged. Only one-fourth
of the virtue remains in this age. The vices increase rapidly.
The corruption and violence reign supreme. In Bhagavata
Purana it is recorded that in this age, most of the people are
Shudras.They are wicked, vicious and unkind. The false-

hood, deception, fear and distress prevail everywhere.

Women become shameless and ill-mannered. The kings
become tyrants. There are wars, famines, droughts and
floods. Guru Nanak Dev has conclusively said, "The Kali
Yuga is like a knife and the kings are butchers. The Dharma
has flown away like a winged-bird. There is dark night of
falsehood and the moon of Truth is not visible."

Yugas.
KALPATARU

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

ni = ARPH U sferl azuaa
frufe A&9@ st I &F

F9H afg ug Htefwm dti
(T&HT [F895, U. €tY)

Amrit (ambrosia), Sassi (moon), Dhena (wish-fulfilling cow),
Lakshmi, Kalpataru (wish-fulfilling tree), Sikhira (the horse) and
(Dhanwantara) all came out from the ocean, the lord

Sunagar : ] b
but because of its past actions, it still remains

of the rivers,

saltish. - '
(Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695)

Comments : Kalpataru is also called'Parijata. It was produced when

See :

the milk-ocean was churned by god and demons. It was kept
in Amaravati, the heaven of Indra. Once Krishna visited the

heaven and on the request of Satyabhama, he brought it to
Dwarka after a great battle. The tree returned to heaven after
Krishna left this mortal world. Like Surabhi (the cow) this

tree fulfilled all the wishes.

Parijata.
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KAMA

Source : Puranas, Brahmanas

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
I ai za9a fapd g At H=<all
faz g9¢ 3 B 3 AU 33U HIB faegesa
(R8T RIATFST H: 4, ¥. 93Yt)
O Kama ! (addressed as lust), the giver of a place in hell and
transmigrator in many births, the abductor of the mind, visitor

of the three worlds and destroyer of meditation, austerity and
character...

(Shalok Sahaskriti M. 5, p. 1358)
Comments : In the above reference the lust has been personified
as Kama, the god of love. In Hindu mythology, he is the son

of Dharma, the god of justice, by Sraddha, the goddess of
faith. According to Harivansha Purana, he is the son of

Lakshmi. According to Puranas, his wife is Rati, the goddess
of desire. Shiva reduced him to ashes by glancing at him
with his third eye, because he obstructed his penitential
devotion by inspiring amorous thoughts. But afterwards he
allowed him to be born again as Pradyumna. He has a son
named Aniruddha and a daughter named Trisha. He is said
to be the lord of Apsarases. His weapons are the bow and
arrow. His vehicle is a parrot.

According to Guru Granth Sahib, Kama (lust) is one of the five
major vices, the other four being Krodha (anger), Lobha
(Greed), Moha (attachment) and Ahankara (ego). Kama and
Krodha both combine to destroy the body (Ramkali M. 1, p-
932). Violence, lust, greed and anger are the four streams of
fire (Var Majh M. 1, p. 147). In the reference given above,

Kama is said to be the cause of transmigration. It leads one
to hell.

KAMADHENU

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib -
uyaa g &3fa Ha funra
HUS AdT Saga
faufs 73y A= 919 T & arfe afesT i

(g W: 4, 4. 909¢)
O dear mind, if you want the Parijata tree and also require the

100



Kamadhenu cow bedecking your house, then engage yoursclf

in the service of the Perfect Guru....
(Maru M. 5, p. 1078)

aus afs afa are amri
. 4 @3t Fat i u, 4. )
Singing the praises of the Lord is the Kamadhenu cow.

(Gauri Sukhmani M. 5, p. 265)
Comments : Kamadhenu is the name of the wish-fulfilling cow.
She rose from the milk-ocean, when it was churned. It
belonged to sage Vasishtha and also sage Jamadagni.
Whereas she fulfilled all the wishes, she also created a host
of warriors, who aided Vasishtha against Kartavirya. When
she was taken away by the king Kartavirya from the
hermitage of Jamadagni by force, it was Parashurama, who
fought with the king and brought back the cow. Surabhi,
Nandini and Shabala are said to be her different names. The
Sikh Gurus considered the Name of the Lord as the

Kamadhenu.

KAMALA-PATI (KAMALA KANTA)

Source : Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

aHBTUfs a=8T SdT A&l
(g5Hat a§lg, 4. €¢9)
Kamala-Pati, the husband of Kamala (Lakshmi) i.e. Vishnu and

Kavala i.c. Lakshmi do not know the Lord.
(Dhanasari Kabir, p. 691)

(g W Y, U. 90tR)

Kamala-Kanta, the husband of Kamala (Lakshmi) i.e. the Lord

of Maya or God who enacts wonders...
(Maru M. 5, p. 1082)

Comments : Kamala-Pati means the husband of Lakshmi or maya.
In Gurmat terminology Kamala-Pati as husband of Lakshmi
is Vishnu, but as the Lord of maya, He is God Himself.
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KAMALA PUTA

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
HIH aH®& Uz MHis feumr
3Yy. IUS YA dar=drll
(&337 i 8, 4. 930¢t)

Brahma, born of lotus (the son of Lotus) and Vyasa, born of
fish, performed austerities and became adorable.

(Kanra M. 4, p. 1309)

Comments: Brahma was born in the navel-lotus of Vishnu,

See :

Episode : Kansa was the son of king Ugrasena

therefore he is called the son of Lotus. In order to know the
Lord, he travelled downwards in the lotus-tube for eighteen
Yugas and then travelled upwards for eighteen Yugas; but
still he could not know the Great Lord.

Brahma.

KANSA

Source : Vishnu Purana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahip -
99 d¥ 93F 5 Foty
IH & Sifen nmuat ufg get
(TEFT M ], ¥ 1Y)

qualled by anyone; They
ethey were dishonoured.
(Gauri M. 1, p. 225)
of Mathura, whom
ith the help of his

Kansa, Kesi and Chandura were not e
did not comprehend the Lord, therefor

he deposed and usurped his throne w

father-in-law Jarasandha, the king of Magadha. He had
married two daughters of Jarasandha. He was the cousin of
Devaki, who was married to Vasudeva. It was prophesied
that a son born of Devaki would kill him, therefore he
endeavoured to destroy all her children. The seventh child
was transferred to Rohini, the second wife of Vasudeva.
Krishna was the eighth child, who was exchanged with the
newly born daughter of Nand and Yashodha, miraculously,
on the night of his birth. The seventh child Balarama and the
eighth child Krishna both were brought up by Nand. When
they escaped the evil designs of Kansa, the tyrant ordered
all the young male children of his kingdom to be killed. He
wanted the killing of Krishna by any means, therefore he
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sent several demons to do the job, but none of them could
harm the divine child. .He invited both the brothers
Balarama and Krishna to Mathura, where the powerful
demon Chandura was engaged for the job. Krishna killed
Chandura, the wrestler and afterwards killed Kansa also.

See: Das Avatars (Krishna).

KAPILA (KAPILADA)

Source : Puranas

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

(RREIE HUB UfJs &, ¥, 93t¢)

The great Yogis like Kapila etc. sing the Praises of Godlike

(Guru Nanak)....
(Swayye Mahle Pahle ke, p. 1389)

Comments : Kapila, the celebrated sage, was the founder of
Sankhya philosophy. He is sometimes identified with
Vishnu. He lived in the nether-regions (Patala) and is said
to have destroyed sixty-thousand sons of king Sagara.

‘See : Ganga and Bhagiratha.
KARNA

Source : Mahabharata

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
3T FIES FAf& HITEST

fas WaTSE W 39 & ATE I
(frat agr 13895, U. €)

There the great warrior like Karna was crushed with hands (by
Dharmaraja), I cannot withstand him.
_ (Sri Raga Trilochan, p. 92)
Comments : Karna was the son of Kunti by Surya, before she was
married to Pandu. He was thus the half-brother of Pandavas,
but this relationship came to their notice only after his death.
Kunti had been given a charm by the sage Durvasas, by
which she might have a child by any god, whom she
invoked. Since Karna was born before her marriage, she left

the child on the banks of Yamuna, where it was found by
Nandana, the charioteer of Dhritarashtra, who brought him
up. Indra gave him great strength and a javelin, which could
kill anyone against whom it was hurled. Karna became the
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king of Anga or Bengal. Though Karna had come to kn(?w
that he was the half-brother of Pandavas, still he sided with
Kauravas and had great animosity for Arjuna. With the
javelin, he had killed Ghatotkacha. He himself died in the
great war of Mahabharata with the crescent-shaped arrow
shot by Arjuna.

KASHI

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

AI1® A&Y fAsudt arefen i

HIST 879 Harafa Sfs »irfenmm

g3 "IH 3IY hdT AT

H3& Ifemm Haa &t gt I

dHT MImE AW "9t I

6=t gafs a7 Sgafi u<t

ad I9 IfH A Ag & 778 11

AT FElg avg Ht g
@8 awty, . 32¢)
[ wasted the whole life in Shivpuri (Kashi, Varanasi) and at the
time of death I came to Maghar. For many years I performed
religious austerities at Kashi and death came while abiding at
Maghar. I see no difference in Kashi and Maghar. How can one
et salvation with shallow devotion. O Ganesha (who laid the
foundation of Maghaf‘) and Shiva (who laid the foundation of
Kashi) ! You are a Wl'tness and everybody knows that Kabir

died while absorbed in Lord's devotion.

(Gauri Kabir, p. 326)
sz @i M3 QuRk mr gt Wiz Ffey
afaa@ W& v Quir v feo Ast wfe
feg W& I Al Jtaw fafifs rfgae & gxfe

(FH31 e 3, 4 geq)

Neither th_e intellect com.cs by going to Kashi, nor it goes away
by remaining there. Th'e intellect is created on n?eeting the True
Gurt, when tl.lc c.onscun_zsncss dawns...This mind is the Kashi

ad all the Pllgrlm-statlons and Smritis; the True Gury has
;iven me this understanding.

(Gujri M. 3, p. 491)
nts : Kashi or Varanasi (Banarasa) is the sacred city of the
Coﬂ‘m‘?rl dus. It is believed to have descended from the gods
H?. .hally. There is a belief that whosoever dies at Kashi,
0:5; to heaven and whosoever dies at Maghar goes to hell.
g :
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ALY

Comments : There are twelve

But Kabir has rejected this belief, which can bé seelt len‘fr‘g
R o« o tarl c
first reference above. Kashi is also the great.rehg’o::fs HindY

of the Hindus. Many Pundits, scholars and sag€® held

religion were concentrated there. Guru Nanak . the

discussions with the Pundits of Kashi. Guru Amar pas I
that oN¢

second reference given above has refuted the idea hi
becomes a man of real intellect by studying at Kashe'
According to him, the real intellect comes on meeting t

True Guru.

KEDARA
Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
grar AYST a8 dearll
at a3t yat Ewrar i
drgr AOg 82t oy
wiaHfs Hfa et 3

org w9, &. 9032)

Ganga, Yamuna, vrindavana and Kedara, Kasi, Mathura,
Dwarka Puri, Sangam and Sixty-eight pilgﬁm-stations——all
these places are there within Thy Form.

. aag afu€ waaEr il A
o o 8, &. 1EI)
buffalo established Kedara.

(Maru M. 1, p. 1022)

...Shiva in the form of a
(Malar M. 4, p. 1263)

great Lingas (Phallus) of Shiva and

Kedara is one of them. Kedara is also called Kedaresa or
Kedara-natha. It is an important temple of the Hindus in the
Himalayas, wherein there is an image of Shiva with the head
of a buffalo. It is said that having been defeated b

Pandavas, Shiva assumed here the form of a buff aloy

Therefore he is called Mahishaaee.

~ KESI (KESU)
Source : Vishnu Purana
" References in Guru Granth Sahib :

4y @y wgg & a=
IH & Fifsnmr st ufg et
- {mm?ulf.aqw
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by

Kansa, Kesu (Kesi) and Chandura were not equalledthez

anyone; They did not comprehend the Lord, therefore

were dishonoured. 225)
(Gauri M. 1. P

a’m’téwuagrﬁrfwa%nu(ﬁ e i €20)

(My Lord) killed Kesi and Kansa.
(Gond Namdev: P

d
. orse an
Episode : Kesi was a demon, who took the form of 2 h

. - arm an
attacked Krishna, who rent open his mouth by h$

) or killing
tore it asunder like a tfee struck by lightening: F
Kesi, Krishna was named Keshava.

KHAGATANA

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahip : -
~ry gad !l

3T 35 His 385 Har 35 a9 g5 g Afar € 7 29E%)

. o U
Khagatana (the body of a bird),
Meentana (the body of a fish),
Mrigatana (the body of a deer) and
Brahatana (the body of a boar),

).
were all emancipated in the company of the saint (Guf"ﬂ 69

.

| (Malar M- 5 P~y was
Comments : The personage in the

aga

3 bOdy of a bird (I(hetga YUga.
Hansa (Swan) incarnation of Satyuga or Jatayu of .r 1 taking
Jatayu tried to intercept Ravana when he was for Cfb yW ords.
away Sita. Rama found him in time to hear his dy® arnation

, personage in the bod r was "~ 4 the
o - e y of a dee 55€ :
Shringi. His story is related in the Ra;y, ayana. He p2 y in the

earlier f his life i he
_years of his life in the hern‘litage of his fat na n. The

forest'and therefore had not se. o
: : the
damsels sent by the Ra *N the face of 2 W yom

a o , .
hermitage of his father. ]\Nhefn‘:;ga enticed hlg‘ e cau.ﬁ:;‘-‘(;l2
the rain to fall in Plenty. He wal'eached ther ntads
daughter of the Raja. Afterwargg es Married t‘c’l t0 P ot
the aswamedha of Maharaja Dasrau:vas engage hot! ht t
Mrigatana was the son of the famg,, Itis also th  ho WZS
born of a doe. He had the horhsus sage Shring*_ .. head.
Another version states that Mrig Of a qeer on

who
Atana wags Marich?”
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changed his form into that of a golden deer to entice away
Rama at the bidding of Ravana, when he was planning to
carry away Sita. Maricha was killed by Rama. The person-
age in the body of a boar was the boar incarnation of Vishnu.

KHARBAHANA

Source : Tradition, Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

39€ 33z WigsT g
Yo EUs o Qs

(T 5HOE, V. to8)

One who runs towards Bhairava, Bhuta or Sitala, he gets an
ass to ride (Khar-Vahana) and diffuse the dust in the air.

Co (Gond Namdev, p. 874)
. Unents : Kharbahana means the vehicle (vahana) of an ass
(Khar). The goddess Sitala (Shitala) has the ass as her

Vehicle. Therefore the word "Kharbahana" particularly refers
to the goddess Sitala. '

KINNARA

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahil- :
Tt dfe 7y fdsa furra i
SHa@st guoat v 4, . E)
. millions of Yakshas, Kinnaras and Pishachas.

Q There =r¢ : (Guri Stikhmani M. 5, p. 276)
“h‘lnenQ . A Kinnara is a mythical being witffthe form of a man
and the head of a horse. Kinnafé’é"‘&?’e said to have sprung
fr the toe of Brahma alorigwith the Yainkshas. They ari

o ans and dancers of gods and live in the heaven o

musicl ) .
Kuvera: the god of wealth. -
KRISHNA
Sq‘urce : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib:
o faAS Ao Qv =T STF A _
e:gﬂ' E'Eé%l'q ﬂ'é aFgGn.... :
' R (vra-wm 9, ¥: 86¢)
Krishna is the Chief among gods, the soul of their
The one
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godliness. If one comprehends the secret, this soul is God
Himself....

(Var Asa M. 1, p. 469)

arefs ity ar=fs arsi

arefs AT a7 Tl

fsag@ fsdag A s

AT T dPAT RO AT I

A<a A=fo aefn =3¢ ...
: (FT AT H: 9, U. 8€Y)
(The false Gurus) Sing of Gopis and Krishna, Sita and Rama,
but not the Fearless and True Transcendental Lord Who is the

Creator of the whole world, whom only His servants through
their great deeds adore.....

(Var Asa M. 1, p. 465)
awwﬁrﬁfaaméafefg
ag fans 7oy gfewr
Ugag iUt & wrfenr
fdgras Wfg &1 abwry
(T AT M 9, ¥ 820)

Kahn (Krishna) in
Gopi) by force and
r her. At Vrindavana,

In the period of Yajur Veda, there was
Yadava clan. He seduced Chandravali (
brought (from Heaven) the Elysian Tree f5
he revelled in love with her.

- (Var Asa M. 1, p- 470)

ofs-afs & ang g5 g

Bt I3 FnrSw, ¥ fre)
Hail, hail, the vina of the Lord is being played, the sweet and
undying tune resounds. Hail, hail, the wool of the ram,
blanket is worn by Krishna. Hail, hail, O mother De
whose house there plays the Lord. Hail, hail, the forest of
Vrindavana, where plays the Lord Himself. When he plays

upon vina, the cows graze, The Lord of Nama (Namdev)
remains in bliss.

whose
vaki, in

(Mali Gaura Namdcv, p. 988)
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Comments : The name Krishna is not only used for the incarnation
of Vishnu, but also for God Himself. The episodes of the life
of Krishna sung by the devotees of Vishnu, do not have any
significance in the Sikh Scripture, as can be seen in
references 2 and 3 above, but when the same Name is given
to the Lord-God, as in references 1 and 4, it is used with
utmost respect and all its relations are sanctified.

See : Das Avatars.

KRODHA

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
5 afs ws JG FTEY FgET & Quand i

O Krodha, the source of strife, you do not have any mercy ?
_You have subdued the vicious persons, who dance before you

like monkeys.
(Shalok Sahaskriti M. 5, p. 1358)

above reference, the vice of Krodha has been

personified. According to Hindu mythology, Krodha is one
of the daughters of Daksha. She gave birth to all sharp-
toothed monsters, who devour flesh, whether in the form of
animals moving on earth, the flying birds or water-jivas. She

is a stream of fire.

Comments : In the

See : Kama.

KUBERA, KUMERA (KUVERA)
Source : Epics
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

offasa aaa i

(RGaT M U, U. 9R3€)

_...There are many Kumers (Kubers)....
(Sarag M. 5, p. 1236)

Comments : According to Mahabharata, Kubera (Kuvera) was the

son of Pulastya. Ravana was his half-brother. The city of

Kuvera is called Alaka which is situated in the Himalayas.

Once he was also in the possession of the city of Lanka, from

which he was expelled by Ravana. He propitiated Brahma

for a very long time and obtained the boon of immortality.
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He became one of the guardian deities of the world and also
the god of wealth. He was also given by Brahma, the self-
moving aerial car Pushpaka, which was seized from him by
-his half-brother Ravana. He is the king of the Yakshas.

KUBJA

Source : Vishnu Purana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

I8 afsar fag gu gfaar
ferfa »mmis 3ehus
@83t g3t 572, ¥, 38y)

Ganika, deformed Kubja and the sinner Ajamila were
emancipated.

(Gauri Cheti Namdev, p. 345)
Episode : Kubja was a deformed young female servant of Kansa.
She met Krishna and Balarama on the highway of Mathura,

carrying a pot of perfumed ointment. Krishna sportively
asked her about the contents of the pot. She replied

t of perfume. Krishna

ough her body was
ght by Krishna. When
Ppeared to be a very
gratitude, she invited
mised to visit her some

crooked, she was made perfectly straj
the deformity was removed, she a
beautiful woman. Being full of
Krishna to her house. Krishna pro
other time.

KURU-KSHETRA, KURU-CHHETRA

(KULKHET, KULCHHET)
Source : Mahabharata
References in Guru Granth Sahip -

H 67 3@s a9 a=ufy )
3T FTfa Fere mifa
ISt S =at ad g
a9 fae a=& =at a3 )

@& afeen, 4. toy)
If he goes to Kulkhet (Kurukshetra) at the time of the eclipse,
and offers his bedecked wife, if he listens to all the Smritis with
his ears, all these are of no avail if he indulges in calumny.

(Gond Ravidas, p. 875)
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@{m@g@ﬁqmmmﬁﬁru
g (FYaT M 8, U. 999€)

At first he (Guru Amar Das) came to Kulkhet (Kurukshetra)
in order to celebrate the sacred day—festival of the True Guru.

(Tukhari M. 4, p. 1116)

Comments : Kurukshetra literally means 'the field of the Kurus'. It
is situated near Delhi, in the state of Haryaﬁa. The great war
between Kauravas and Pandavas was fought here. At this

lace, the celestial song of Bhagavada Gita was addressed
to Arjuna by Lord Krishna. It is thus an important pilgrim-
station of the Hindus. It is said that great.merit accrues if
some rituals are perfomed here. A great fair of solar eclipse
is held here. Guru Nanak Dev in his journeys visited this
place on the occasion of the eclipse. Guru Amar Das also
visited this place. The object of the visit of the Sikh Gurus
was the spiritual amelioration of the masses.

KUVALAYAPIRA
. Source : Vishnu Purana

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

Wmmﬁwaﬁmgﬁmu
o (Fafs W 8, U. €0€)

My Lord, in the form of a child killed Kuvalayapira.
‘ (Sorath M. 4, p. 606)

Kansa, in oider to kill Krishna and

Balarama sent this demon. He was in the form of an
ijmmense elephant and was employed to trample both the
young boys under his feet. He did not succeed in his mission

and was killed by Krishna.
LACHHMANA (LAKSHMANA)

Source : Ramayana

Episode: The tyrant king

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

T & aiferr @afid seHg HE Rafu ...

W& Hfg g9 IHIE HIgT B8HE Ad |l
(T @9 3 <ula 1 9, ¥. 18R)

The ten-headed Ravana has taken away Sita and Lachhmana
(Lakshmana) was killed because of a curse. Therefore Rama

d in his mind for Sita and Lakshmana.

grieve
(Shalok Varan te Vadhik M. 1, p. 1412)
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Episode : He was son of the king Dasratha and brother of Rama.
Dasrath had four sons viz. Rama, Lakshmana, Bharata and
Shatrughana. Rama was his son by his wife Kaushalya,
Lakshmana and Shatrughana by his wife Sumitra and
Bharata by his wife Kaikeyi. The king was snared by Kaikeyi
in getting the exile of Rama for fourteen years and the
kingship for her son Bharata. Lakshmana and. Sita both
accompanied Rama during hic exile in the forests. During
this period, the demoness Surpanakha the sister of the
demon king Ravand of Lanka saw Rama and fell in love with
him. But Rama did not respond her love. Then she tried her

- luek with Lakshmana, but he also spurned her love. In her

R disappointment, she tried to harm Sita, but Lakshmana to
punish her, cut off her nose. She went in this condition to

her brother and narrated her woe to him. As an act of
revenge, he forcibly carried away Sita. After that, Rama,

with the help of Sugriva and Hanuman and their army
waged a war with Ravana. The account of this war is given

in Ramayana of Valmiki. During this war many a brave
warrior fell in the battlefield from_ both sides. Lakshmana

g Sita had to pass
through a fire-ordeal ang then all the three returneg to

When Rama'’s fearthly career was drawing to a close Kal (Time)
went tq mfot:ﬂl him about it. While they w;re busy in
Conversmg.Wlth each other, Durvasas came and wanted to
see Rama immediately and threatened him with a most
direful curse, if there wag any delay in their meeting. In
order to save h'is brother from the curse, Lakshmana went
in to inform him about the arrival of Durvasas, knowing
fully well that anyone who witnessed the intervie\’av of Rama
with Time would lose his life, In consequence of interrupting
the interview, Lakshmana to the great distress of Rama had
to die.
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Lakshmana'’s own wife was Urmila, the sister of Sita and he had

two sons: Angada and Charidra-ketu.

See : Das Avatars, Rama and Sita.

Comments : Laksh

- See:

. A strong fo

LAKSHMI (LACHHMI or LAKHMI)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

= gt sfuit a8 aefs Aag i

3@ 3, 4. 9948)

All the gods make obeissance to Lakhmi (Lakshmi).
) (Bhairo M. 3, p. 1154)

Tt T wfs sfert et
BT ZHER, ¥, IER)

The Lord, in whose house there is ever youthful Lachhmi

(Lakshmi).
(Malar Namdev, p. 1292)

mi is the goddess of fortune. She is one of the
gems (Ratan), which sprang out from the ocean, when it was
churned by the gods arid demons. She became the consort
of Vishnu. Because of her resplendent beauty and surpassing
loveliness, she is called Padma, Kar:nla or Kavala. She jg
represented as sitting at the feet of Vishnu in his repose on
the snake Ananta. She is often pictured as standing on 3
lotus (Padam or Kamal). She is also called Sri or the goddes
of prosperity. She is said to have four arms.

Vishnu.

LANKA
Source : Ramayana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

&av Av S mie A uE

fog gres wa yafs & UE
WW!’-BtQ)

¢t like Lanka and the moat of sea around it—g,, ch

an abode of Ravana is no more traceable.

&ar arg Ra ar el
)_j'ayaegf'araﬂfﬁamll

ey, Ty,
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The Fort of Lanka was made of gold; What did foolish Ravana
take away with him?

(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1158)

Comments : The island of Lanka as described in Ramayana was

very vast and a place of great magnificence. It had seven
wide moats and seven walls of stone and metal. It was made
of gold by Vishwakarma. According to Bhagavata Puraf‘la,
this island was originally the summit of Mount Meru, which
was broken off by the wind-god and thrown into the sea.

See : Ravana.

LUBHATA

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahip -
AN st 393 d9g aw ofy & Uty |
WH TIHf3 faray g a8 = 3afg sfeem
(@9 gfeem, ¥ 9928)

Ajamila, Pingula, Lubhata and Kunchara (elephant) went to the

abode of the Lord. Such like evil persons attained salvation,
why can't you, O Ravidas !

ints. He got good game
S to the saint. The saint

bring the game of one bearing conch-
The hunter tried to find out such a v

so. In utter disappointment, he wan
the Lord then manifested Himself b

shell, discus and mace.
ictim, but could not do

ted to commit suicide,
efore him.

MACHHA (MATSYA)
(fish incarnation)

Source : Puranas, Satapatha Brahmana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
He d& oy wirfarnr mQ@gart

(NT H: 4, ¥ qot3)

ation), and Kachh (Kurama or
d under the Will of the Lord.

(Maru M. 5, p. 1082)

Machh (Matsya or fish incarn
tortoise incarnation) incarnate
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.. H1& I5.. AT Afar @ara i

(H3TT W Y, ¥. 9£¥)

Mina tan (Machh)....was redeemed in the company of the saint

(Guru).
(Malar M. 5, p. 1269)

Comments : It is said that the object of this incarnation was to save
Vaivaswata, the seventh Manu from destruction by a deluge.
In another legend it is stated that the demon Hayagriva
carried off the Veda issued from the mouth of Brahma to the
nether regions in the sea wherefrom the Veda was saved by
Vishnu as a fish (Machh, Matsya) by killing the demon.

See : Das Avatars (fish incarnation).

MADHUKEET (MADHU and KAITABHA)

Source : Puranas

Refercizce in Guru Granth Sahib :

AIRE'd  MHUdle  HfoumAT i
a3 AW fas gaifa »ifgwmr |

(GTEST W 9, ¥ 28)

My Lord destroyed the demons without the practice of

devotion including Sahasbahu, Madhukeet, Mehkhasa...
(Gauri M. 1, p. 224)

Episode : Madhu and Kaitabha were two formidable demons,
who sprung from the ear of Vishnu, when he was sunk in
his sleep of contemplation (Yoganidra) at the end of the kalpa.
Brahma created gods and demons both, who began to fight
with each other. The Vedic incantations were used as
weapons by the gods. Seeing this, the demons made up their
mind to steal the Vedas. Madhu and Kaitabha, aided by
Maya, cast a spell on the gods and ran away with the Vedas
and hid them at the bottom of the ocean. The gods were
unable to perform the rites without the Vedas and Brahma
was incapable of creation. At that time, Shakti, the female
power of Shiva helped Vishnu in the recovery of the Vedas.
Vishnu assumed the form of a boar and brought back the

Vedas.
See: Das Avatars (boar incarnation).
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MAHA-DEVA

Source : Puranas

References in Guri Granth Sahib :
yare famrat =a3 wie muE
I™HH g3 maarar |l
- (TFIA M 3, Y. 4yt)
Mahadeva, the Sage, stays within his own home, but he is
morbid and highly egoistic. '
(Wadhans M. 3, p. 559)
SH Q3@ I Ife =93 Ho=< HMQUIT Il
fos 1 »ig & ufe§ J9r &fe aa fagari
i (gt w4, 4. 282)
The ten incarnations led their lives as kings; Mahadeva was an
ascetic, he also could not know Thy Limits, O Lord ! though

he kept on rubbing ashes on his body and was tired in this
exercise.

(Suhi M. 5, p. 747)
afe Hoe= »g afgswH
(398 adla, V. 99€3)
There are millions of Mahadevas and Kailasha mountains.

(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1162)
Comments : Mahadeva literally means 'the great god' and is
another name of Shiva.

See : Shiva.

MAHA-MAI

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

HTT HTET &t uAT ad |l
&9 A &g 3fe m8@33 1

(@& 5HEQ, ¥. t28)

He who worships Mala Mai (the great goddess), from man he
takes his birth as a woman.

(Gond Namdcv, p. 874)
Comments : Maha Mai is an epithet for the goddess Parbati or
Durga. She is also called Mahamaya.
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MAHESH (MAHESHWARA)

Source : Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

gonT fars HoF 3 Hafa f3arfe gafn gset il
- (THEBT M 3, U. Yot)

The Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesha (Shiva) are lost

in illusion of three modes.
(Ranikali M. 3, p. 909)

goHfamirst g€ d#fa HarT I

(TET FuHaT M2 U, U. 323)

Maheshuras (Maheshwaras) are in search of a Bralm-Giani

[Knower of Brahman (God)].
(Gauri Suklmani M. 5, p. 273)

Comments : Mahesh or Maheshwara are other names of Shiva.
Maheshwara literally means 'the great Lord'.

MALIKA (MALAIKA)

Source : Muslim Religious Literature

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

.. v&g "gfgsT »rfell
gz Bgr we Bfenr g aifewr ggtEn

(R8a gdle, U. 93to)

The malik (angel, especially the angel of death) came and seized

the fort of the body, looted it and while going extinguished the

two lamps of the eyes.
(Shalok Farid, p. 1380)

wEaE W8I AT wTeEAT AF €d=H Sfa |l
faar fimrfenr et war fear @fs
Sug ger gfent I9g Afenr € afgil...

(R8T &dle, U. 93t3)

When the angel of death (malik-ul-maut) will come after
breaking all the doors, those beloved brothers will bind him
down for burial. See the person going on the shoulders of four

people...
(Shalok Farid, p. 1383)

oy fa &t gSter g eus el

(A8 &g, ¥. 9329)

The malik (angel) about whom we had been listening, comes

and shows himself....
(Shalok Farid, p. 1377)

Comments : Malik is a Persian word meaning angel. Its plural is
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malaik. One of the basic beliefs of Muslims is about angels.
The prominent of them are Gabriel, Michael, Azrael and
Israfil. Azrael is the angel of death.

MANDHATA

Source : Puranas

- Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
HOT3T JI€ 3= 16 Ig< Jafeq ...
(RREIE HIB UfT8 &, ¥. 93t0)
Mandhata, who was said to be a chakravarti king (an emperor),
utters the Praises of the qualities of Guru nanak Dev....
(Swayye Malile Pahle ke, p. 1390)
Episode: Mandhata or Mandhatri was the son of Yuvanaswa,
who belonged to the race of Ikshwaku. Yuvanaswa had no
son and a religious rite was organised to procure progeny
for him. One night, a consecrated vesse] containing water
was placed on an altar as a part of the rite. Yuvanaswa woke
up during the night and wanted to quench the thirst. He
found the water only in the above-mentioned vessel and
drank it. When the sages found that the water had been

drunk, they made the query as to who had drunk the same.
The king Yuvanaswa said that he had d

He conceived and in the course of time
from his right side. The boy, who w
Mandhata) grew up and became
married Hindumati and by her h
daughters. All the fifty daughters
Saibhari.

runk it unwittingly.
gave birth to a child
as named Mandhatri (or
a mighty monarch. He
ad three sons and fifty
were married to the sage

MARKANDEYA

Source : Puranas

Reference in Guru Granth Sahip -
(@R 3=, V. £¢3)
(You have dug deep foundations and raise

But tell me), who is greater than Markande
life under a thatch.

d mansions on it.
ya who passed his

(Dhanasari Namdev, p. 692)
Episode : The sage Markandeya was the son of Mrikanda. He was
the author of Markandeya Purana. He is famous for his long
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life and great austerities. He is also called Dirghayus,
meaning "the long lived". He is said to be an ardent devotee
of Shiva and used to worship a lingam in Varanasi all the
time. In Yama's office his age was recorded only sixteen
years. When the messengers of Yama came to take him
away, he clung to the lingam. The messengers did not dare
to touch the lingam, therefore they went back. Then Yama
himself came in person, but he could not disentangle
Markandeya from the Lingam. He bound down both the
sage and the lingam together with a rope. It is said that Shiva
himself appeared there and then, kicked and killed Yama.
After that he indulged in one of his dances. At the request
of the gods, Yama was brought back to life again.

MATHURA

Source : Puranas

Reference in Guru Granth Salub :

gzaﬁaaéeéerfmﬁ'a‘@gnga*am?u...wﬁru

(TT Hg FYS H: 4, U. 9900)

The temples of gods at the pilgrim-stations on the banks of the

rivers such as Kedara, Mathura and Kasi...will disappear.
(Var Maru Dakline M. 5, p. 1100)

hura is a holy city on the banks of Yamuna. It was

Comments : Mat
founded by Shatrughana, i1 younger brother of Rama. It
was the birth-place of Krishna. Originally its name was

Madhu-vana, because the demon Madhu lived there.
Shatrughana had killed Lavana, the son of Madhu and built
a city afresh naming it Madhura or Mathura. Dhruva's

penance was performed here.

MECCA

Source : The Koran and Muslim literature

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

(Hg M Y, Y. F0t3-t8)

Let your Mecca be the Grace of the Lord and the fasting be the

utmost humility (of becoming the dust of the fect)...
{Maru M. 5, pp. 1083-84)

Comments : Mecca is the sacred place of pilgrimage for Muslims.
In the city stands the square temple called Ka'bah which was
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said to have been built by Adam. Later Abraham and
Ishmael were said to have rebuilt the temple. lt'was at Mecca
that the holy Prophet Muhammad was born in about A.D.
570. Before going to Medina, he lived there for many years
and founded the Muslim religion. Whilg praying, the
Muslims must turn towards Mecca and in their lifetime, they
are bound to make a pilgrimage there. This pilgrimage is
called hajj. Mecca is situated in the hills of western Saudi

Arabia, about 80 kilometres inland from the Red Sea Port of
Jedda.

MEHKHASA (MAHISHA-ASURA)

Source : Puranas, Markandeya Purana (Durga Saptashati) and Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
AUAE'Y - HOate  Hfaumrg). .
€3 Awd fag saifs wfgwmr )
(TGSt i q, ¥ 228)
My Lord destroyed the demons without the

practice of
devotion including Sahasbahu, Madhukeet, Me

hkhasa...

(Gauri M. 1, p. 224)
Episode: There is mention of two Mahishasur

as in Hindu
mythology. In Mahabharata, there is mention of this buffalo-

headed demon being killed by Skanda. In Markandeya

Purana’s Durga Saptashati, a demon of this name was killed
by Chandi or Durga.

MERU (SUMERU)
Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahih :
7y, 4. 2)

There are many Karma-bhumis (action-oriented worlds) and
many Merus (mountains)...

(Japu, p. 7)
HT BT HZ 97 39 7Y €32 wxs wasavs Il

(32 1 8, U. ¢t3)
On the mountains (Meru Sumeru) many peacocks dance when

the clouds are overcast.

(Nat M. 4, p. 983)
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gfz mife gfe 79 »<Ti
fag otz afs€ § a=F Hfg u=ril
(181 yaat = »at aEig, U. 389)

I ascended Sumeru and came back after searching the Lord. The
Lord who has built this fort of the body, 1 found Him there.
(Gauri Purbi Bawan Akhri Kabir, pl 341)

Comments : According to Puranas, Meru (or Sumeru) is a fabulous

mountain in the centre of Jambu-Dwipa. It is eighty-four
thousand Yojanas high, its depth below the surface of the
earth is sixteen thousand Yojanas. The Swarga or the heaven
of Indra is situated on it. It is also called golden mountain
or the mountain of the gods. On the summit of Meru is the
vast city of Brahma. In the foot-hills of this mountain live the
Gandharvas, Kinnaras and Siddhas. The demons live in the

valley.
NARADA

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

xTgo ATdE A=d 39 I
(g H: 9, ¥. q03¢)

ada (Sarasvati) are at Thy service, O Lord!

Narada and Sar
(Maru M. 1, p. 1028)

ygg & ydAfg HIg I=T I
(@77 faaaraT i 8, A8 H: 9, Y. YJé)

Hindus have forgotten their real path and have strayed. They
are practising worship according to the direction of Narada.
They are blind, dumb and in total darkness. These fools

worship the stones.
(Var Bilagra M. 4, Shalok M. 1, p. 556)

smea&nﬁngmﬁ?mmnﬁﬁmm%u
(fasm=es H: €, . t30)

The instruction of Narada was heard by the child Dhruva and

was absorbed in devotion.
(Bilawal M. 9, p. 830)

sTa9€ &9 afs ar I |

(AT W 9, Y. 38¢)

In the manner of Kali Yuga, the mind dances like Narada.
(Asa M. 1, p. 349)
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&€l 5999 Afe el

(THIST H: 4, ¥ tty)

The Lord be considered ever present, while acting the part of
Narada.

. (Ramkali M. 5, p. 885)
Itz &aet fav & »ret.

(Rals agia, ¥ dyg)

The mind did not follow the path of devotion pPropounded by
Narada....

(Sorath Kabir, p. 654)

Comments: Narada is a great sage (rishi) and one of the

If after many austerities one is inflated
migrates repeatedly in Hell and Heaven.
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Prajapatis. He is said to have been born out of the forehead
of Brahma. He is a favourite son of Sarasvati, therefore he
is a talented musician and holds a ving in his hand. He is
a well-travelled sage and knows every
three worlds. Though he is consider
gods, he is also popular with the g
Narada has a resemblance with Herm
he is engaged in conveying message
among gods and men. He is

thing that happens in
ed a messenger of the
€mons. In mythology,
€s or Mercury, because
$ and creating discord
also a great instructor and
er his instructions, Dhruva

the Lord and attained a
pPeérmanent abode for himself. Hijs Bhakti-Sutras are very

famous, but the Sikh Scripture is critical to his approach
about worship, which can be Seen in reference No. 2 above,
though the path of devotion in itself is considered the best
for the union with the Lord as in reference No. 6.

NARAKA (Hel))

Source : Puranas (Vishnu Purana)
References in Guru Granth Sahip, -
wfse Iuforr a3 wdgrg
&9 Haar fefa fefg nearg
@€ mst w: y, ¥ 20t)

with ego, he trans-

(Gauri Sukhmani M. 5, p. 278)

fgg ar= s =3 Awery
s9a HaaT fefg fefa mgrar

(CHAT M Y, §. 3tt)



The world deals in three modes, it transmigrates repeatedly in
Hell and Heaven.
(Asa M. 5, p. 389)

g89HlT &9 AT FarErA I
(Hg 1}, ¥. 03T)
A Shakta falls and suffers in eighty-four hells.
(Maru M. 1, p. 1028)
sdq Wg g9 Y wWe nfagaweT I a5 |l
(FF FTEST W 8, ABT W 4, U. 3)
There are many sufferings in horrible hell, which is the abode

of ungrateful people. -
“(Var Gauri M. 4, Shalok M. 5, p. 315)

g fmae  AEDTI
mafq & AET UTEPA Il
(H'T W Y4, U. 93R)
o remember the Lord, they do not go to hell.
(Majlt M. 5, p. 132)
n Hindu literature twenty-eight different divisions
been enumerated. Manu has enumerated
is situated below Patala and is a region
of darkness, fear and terror. Its divisions are described, with
the particular crime punished in them. Though the Sikh
Scripture makes the mention of Naraka of Hinduism and
Dozakha of Islam, it presents its own interpretation of as

many hells, as the births of transmigration.

Those wh

Comments : |
of hell have
twenty-one hells. It

See : Dozakha.

NARASINGH (Man-lion incarnation)

Source : Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :
)% g ez afg wmy fewfenm
waarat @z Hfe usTenr i
' (336 w 3, ¥. 1948)
The Lord manifested Himself by tearing off the column and
killed the egoistic demon.
(Bhairo M. 3, p. 1154)
ysg §9 3 faan & faraai
gosur 2fe€ sy faeai
&fe ua ugy e=fa E= 1
gaifz dfz =affwu =

(gRF 9ld, U. 79¢8)

123




The Lord came out of the column assuming huge size and killed
Hiranyaksha (Hiranyakashipu) with his nails. That Supreme

Purusha and God of gods manifested Himself as Narsingh for
His devotee.

(Basant Kabir, p. 1194)

Episode : Vishnu assumed the form of man-lion in order to save

Comments :

the world from the tyranny of the demon king
Hiranyakashipu. He had propitiated Brahma and become
invulnerable. No god, man or animal could kill him during
day or night. He could not be slain inside or outside the
palace. He was thus highly puffed up with ego and wanted
his subjects to worship him. His own son Prahlada was a
great devotee of Vishnu and did not leave his devotion at
any cost. The tyrant tried to kill his son. He wanted to know
if the Lord of Prahlada was omnipresent; was he present
within the column of the palace ? In great rage, he struck the
column violently, whereupon, Vishnu came out of the
column, tearing it off, vindicating the honour of His devotee.
He had assumed the form of a man-lion (who is neither a
man nor an animal). He was killed in twilight (which was
neither day nor night). He was killed at the door step
(neither inside nor outside of the pelace).

See: Prahlada, Hiranyakashipu, Das Avatars (m

an-lion).
NEJAI
Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Grangh Sahib :
A 3 wis fade =gt nams q ygusre
"MEE 9T 3Ry gy
die

dragg TEe Gl

BT 3BT, ¥ 9¢R)
In whose house there are Arjuna, an aide-de-
Prahlada, Ambrika, Narada, Nejai, Siddhas,
ninety-two sporting Ganas and Gandharv

camp, Dhru,
Buddhas alongwith
as.

(Malar Namdev, p. 1292)
In the above reference, the devotees of the Lord
include Nejai. According to the editors of "Shabdaratha’, he

was a sage. But there was a person named Naja or Naya,
who was the son of Dharma by Kriya.
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PANCHALI

Source : Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

vorEt @ I AIT W aME™ gfa wrET i
gréggaﬁéayﬁ?mwﬁﬁnawﬁu
(g M €, Y. q00t)

Panchali (the daughter of Draupad, the king of Panchal)
thought of the Name of the Lord in the royal court. The
Merciful Lord ended her suffering and enhanced His Own
Prestige. :
‘ (Maru M. 9, p. 1008)
Comments : Panchali, the daughter of the king of Panchal is
Draupadi. The above reference points to the removal of her
garments in the Court and Krishna's miraculous help to her.

See : Draupadi.
PANDAVA

Source : Mahabharata

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
J=fg uid= FE€ HOIll
fqs & FAmit FoF TglTN
(@7 aHast W 3, U. tus)

The Pandavas wept on becoming labourers, even if their Lord
Krishna was on their side.
(Var Ramkali M. 3, p. 954)
Comments : The sons of pPandu are known as Pandavas. They
were Yudhishthira, Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula and Sahadeva.
After their father's death, they returned to Hastinapur,
where they were received kindly by their uncle Dhritarashtra.
They were brought up with their cousins, the Kauravas. The
Pandavas were only five and the Kauravas were one
hundred. They received instructions from Dronacharya in
arms and sciences. But the sense of rivalry developed
between them from the very beginning. Yudhishthira was
imparted the use of spear. Bhima was taught the use of mace
and Arjuna, the use of bow. Nakul was taught the art of
taming and managing horses. Sahadeva learnt astronomy
and the use of the sword. Duryodhana was the eldest of the
Kauravas and very jealous of all the Pandavas, especially
Arjuna. The increase of rivalry led to many quarrels.
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See:

Ultimately Pandavas were exiled. Duryodhana plotted their
destruction by burning them in a house built of combustible
materials. This plot was discovered in time. Afterwards they
lived as mendicant Brahmins. For a year, they had to live
incognito and in this year, they worked as labourers. The
reference given above points to this event in their lives.
When the great war of Mahabharata began, Krishna was
personally on the side of the Pandavas. After the war,
Pandavas became the rulers and when they retired from the
world, they went towards heaven through Himalayas along
with Draupadi, their common wife. It was only Yudhishthira,
who entered heaven with his dog. Kunti, the mother of the
Pandavas conceived her children by connection with the
deities, because the Pandu, by the curse of a deer, could not
have progeny. Yudhishthira was the son of Dharmaraja,
Bhima of Vayu, Arjuna of Indra and Nakula and Sahadeva
of Ashwini Kumars. Kunti had conceived of
before her marriage with Pandu and he w

Draupadi, Karna and Krishna.

a son by Surya
as Karna.

PANI DEVATA

Source : Guru Nanak Dev, while mentioning the preparation of the
pure cooked dish for offering or eating, has described the five
ingredients as corn, water, fire, salt and ghee. The first three are
represented by Ann Devata (the god of corn), Pay; Devata (the god of
water) and Baisantar Devata (the god of fire). These three gods make
their own contributions, which are pure in essence. Their combination
alongwith salt and ghee produce a pure mixture called "Prasad", which
is both an offering and the grace. In Hindu mythology, Vishnu, the
preserver, may be considered as the god of corn, Indra, the god of rain
and storm and Varuna, the god of oceans may jointly be considered

as the god of water (Pani Devata). Baisantar Devata is Agni in Hindu
mythology.

References in Guru Granth Sahip -

(7Y, V. t)
The water is the father of creation.

(Japu, p. 8)
' (T HB™T H: 9, ¥. 93t0)
It is from water that the foodgrains, sugarcane, cotton and even
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the three worlds are created.
(Var Malar M. 1, p. 1290)

ufosT ust #€ I fAg afew mg afe
. (TG AT H: 3, U. 8I3)
In the first place, water is the seed of life, which sustains

everything.
A
(Var Asa M. 1, p. 472) .

(T WA H: 9, Y. 823)
The water being the principle of life, is called god (devata) by

Guru Nanak Dev.
(Var Asa M. 1, p. 473)

A% AT Afes =1l

CHAT W q, U. 899)

The water not only moves in the form of streams, rivulets and
rivers, it is stored also enormously in lakes, seas and oceans.
It also takes the form of hail, ice, snow and cloud. It is present

in space as vapour.

HEHﬁmaTﬁ?@?sTmfuaﬂ%u
(1631 adlg, ¥. 323)

From water, heat and electricity are produced.
(Gauri Kabir, p. 323)

»HTE IST HId IENS U
ggdt gy AT AY warfs gyl

(FYat FgaaT K}, U. 990t)

(Asa M. 1, p. 411)

The sun is the source of energy for the evaporation of water.
(Tukhari Barahmaha M. 1, p. 1108)

Episode : Since there is no direct link of Pani Devata with
mythology, there is no episode.

PARAGA (PRAYAGA)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
yrar fersTa
38 & unfa afg Stefa s

(GTF 3HeEG, V. t23)

Bathing in Paraga (Prayaga) etc. do not equal the Praises of the

Name of the Lord.
(Gond Namdev, p. 873)

Haad yrfar €78 g9 ahyr Adlg €16 »ia afe i
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fas o RS orat agIT e 8, V. ¢té)

ials i ity in the month of Magh
iving away great materials in charity in t .
St“;:rgaga (l)’,ragyaga) and getting the body sawled t-al: Kashi—
i f the Lord none attains salvation....
without the Name o (Mali Grura M. 4, p. 986)
Comments: Paraga (Prayaga), the famous pilgrim-station of
Hindus in nowadays called Allahabad. There is confluence
of three rivers here, Ganga (Ganges), Yamuna and the fabled
subterranean Sarasvati.

- PARASRAMA (PARASHURAMA)

Source : Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
I AHEINE UIHIHHT
a9 .59 W 379 If96n
(ReEe 1o8 ufad &, ¥. 9ace)

Parasrama, the son of Jamadagni, who had been deprived of

his axe and strength by Rama, sings the Praises of Guru Nanak
Dev.

- (Swayye Mahlc Pahle ke, p. 1389)
YRy 32 wfa wifenr
@T avast w2 3, RS 1 9, . ty3)
. Parasrama wept, when he came back to his home.

(Var Ramkali M. 3, Shalok M. 1, p. 953)
Episode : Parashurama was the sixth incarnation of Vishnu. He
was the fifth son of the Brahmin sage Jamadagni and
Renuka. When the thousand-armed Kshatriya king Kartavirya
forcibly took away the cow Surabhi (Kamadhenu) from the
hermitage of his father Jamadagni, Parashurama, in great
rage, pursued him and in the battle killed him. The sons of
the king killed Jamadagni, the father of Parashurama.
Because of his father's murder, Parashurama vowed ven-
geance against them and the whole Kshatriya race. He is
said to have fought and cleared the earth of Kshatriyas in
twenty-one bloody battles. In Mahabharata it is written that
he was struck senseless by Ramachandra, the seventh
incarnation of Vishnu; he was deprived of his axe and his

strength by Ramachandra.
See: Das Avatars (Parashurama), Jamadagni.
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PARBATI (PARVATI)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
919 EHg JI9 JI9Y oM™ Jg utau3t Hret
wY, 4. )
My Guru is only Shiva, Gorakh (Vishnu), Brahma, Parbati,

Lakshmi and Sarasvati.
(Japu, p. 2)

fre rafs »rfy Quife &....
@HaEST W 3, WE3E, ¥ ¢20)

The Lord Himself creates Shiva and Shakti (Parbati)....
(Ramkali M. 3, Auand, p. 920)

SIPyr &IT TS MHaH I

g Qufs sy yIgaH Il
@HESt I Y, 4. tE8)

oddesses do not know the secret of the Lord. The
Brahman (Transcendental Lord) is above all.
(Ramkali M. 5, p. 894)

gdar dfe AT & Haeg ag il
= (338 aula, ¥. 196)

Millions of Durgas (Parbatis) massage the Lord.
(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1162)

: ti is the consort of Shiva. As the Shakti (female
Com?::;;r;’?);bsliva, she has two aspects, the mild one and the
fierce one. In her milder form she is Uma, Gauri, Parvati,
Haimavati, Jaganmata and Bhavani. In her terrible aspect

she is Durga, Kali, Chandi and Bhairavi.

d Bhavani (Ad Bhavani).

The g
Unknowable Para

See : Durga an

PARI (FAIRY)

(Plural—Parian)

Source : Persian Literature
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

WWWWWWWII
@wast i 3, wde, ¥ ¢9)

It seems that the jewel-like Ragas (musical modes) and the
families of fairies (Parian) have come to sing the hymns of

praise.
(Ranikali M. 3, Anand, p. 917)
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Comments : Pari or Peri is a Persian word for fairy. All over the
world, people have believed in fairies. They are supernatu-
ral beings like Apsaras and interfere with hur‘nan Pemgs for
good and evil. It is said that the stories of Arabian Nights came
to Europe from India by way of Persia. The stories of Persian
flying Peris became mixed with other stories.

PARIKHAT (PARIKSHIT, PARICHHAT)

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

e udlyg gIe a° I3 fofy AW arfe6 )
: (AREIZ MO8 ufgd &, V. 93¢0)

Sukhadeva, Parikhyata (Parikshit) and the sage Gautama sing
the Praises of Guru Nanak Dev....

(Swayye Mahle Pahle ke, p. 1390)
Comments : Parikhat (Parikshit) was the son of Abhimanyu by his
wife Uttara. He was the grandson of Arjuna. Even before his
birth, he was killed in the womb of hjs mother by
Aswatthaman, therefore he was born dead. It was Krishna,
who brought him to life and cursed Aswatthaman. When
Yudhishthira and his brothers left for heaven through
Himalayas, Parikshit succeeded on the throne of Hastinapur.
He incurred the imprecation of a hermit by which he was
sentenced to die of the bite of a snake at the expiry of a week.
In preparation of this event he went to the banks of the
Ganges, where the sage Suka narrated the Bhagavata to him.

In his final days, he wanted to be wholly engrossed in the
thoughts of the Lord.

PARTHA (ARJUNA)
Source : Mahabharata
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
JIg MIES Yo¥ YyE ueel I8 &t

(REEI? HOB U@ &, . qgot)

Guru Arjan Dev is an authentic personality. He does not move
out (of the battlefield) like Partha (Arjuna). (The word Partha
connotes a son of Pritha or Kunti).

(Swayye Mahle Panjwen ke, p. 1408)

Comments : The word Partha connotes a son of Pritha or Kunti
Partha is a title applicable to the three elder Pandavas, but
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especially used for Arjuna.

Partha or Arjuna has been addressed the celestial song of
Bhagavada Gita. Out of the five Pandu princes, he was third
one. His father was Indra, the king of gods. He was the
favourite pupil of Dronacharya, who taught him the use of
arms. He won Draupadi in her swayyamvara. Later on he
married Subhadra, the sister of Krishna. By her, he had a son
named Abhimanyu. He obtained the personal assistance of
Krishna in the great war of Mahabharata. Krishna acted as
his charioteer and before the war, instructed him regarding
the religious philosophy of Yoga through Bhagavada Gita.

See : Draupadi, Pandavas.
PARURAU (PURURAVAS or PURU)

Source : Puranas

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

g9gT Ugae »aId I FFF AW arfes
- (AN TS UfrS &, ¢ 93¢0)

The sage Durvasas, the king Pururavas (or king Puru) and the

sage Angiras sang the praises of Guru Nanak Dev.
(Swayye Maitle Pahle ke, p. 1390)

C _.aments : The word Parurau may be considered with reference
to two kings, who are the descendents of the sage Atri, who
is generally reckoned among the seven rishis (sages). The

genealogy beginning from the sage Atri is as follows :
LUNAR RACE:
The sage Atri
v
Soma (or Chandra) the moon
2
Budha (or Mercury) married Ila, daughter of Ikshwaku
v
Pururavas (or Aila) married the nymph Urvashi
¥
Ayus
N 2




Nahusha

N 2
Yayati (husband of Sarmishtha and Devayani)
8 2
£ Z 2
Puru (king of Prakshthana) Yadu
followed by Dushyanta followed by Vrishni
(husband of Shakuntala), Devarata, Andhaka, Sur,
Bharata, Hastin (built Vasudeva (brother of
Hastinapur), Kuruy, Kunti or Pritha), Krishna
Shantanu etc. and Balarama.

* The king Pururavas was the son of Budha and Sadyumna (Ila).

He was a beneficent pious prince. He is the hero of
Vikramorvashi Natak of Kalidasa. His actual name was
Vikrama. He fell in love with Urvashi,

heaven, who gave birth to his eldest son

Puru was the sixth king of the Lunar race
of Yayati and Sarmishtha. He and his
above genealogy) were founders of t
of the Lunar race. The descendents
Pauravas, and of this race came the K
Among the Yadavas or descendents

PINGALA

Source : Puranas
_ Reference in Gury Granth Sahib :
g ISt 399 g9 o ofy & ufiry
WA goHfa faras g o€ & zafg afeem
(@ear gfeem, ¥ 9938)
nd the elephant went to
rsons obtained salvation,
ancipation ?
(Kedara Ravidas, p. 1124)
Episode : Pingala was a comely prostitute. One day she bedecked
herself in order to attract some wealthy customer. The whole
day passed away and nobody turned up. She went inside
her house and tried to relax and sleep. But she could not

sleep also. She waited even upto midnight. When ultimately

a nymph from
Ayus.

and the youngest son
brother Yadu (see the
he two great branches
of Puru were called
auravas and Yadavas.
of Yadu was Krishna.

Ajamila, Pingala, the hunter Lodia a
the abode of the Lord; if such evil pe
O Ravidas, why do you not get em
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she lay down on her bed, she began to think deeply about
her evil and impure way of living. In this state of self-
introspection, a sense of disregard of sexual enjoyment and
passion dawned upon her. On that night, the great sage
Dattatreya was engaged in watching her state of mind
closely. His continuous watch brought a great change in her
life. She became a great devotee of the Lord and thus

attained emancipation.

PISHACHAS

Source : Vedas, Epics and Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
et dfe 7y fdsa fums
(TEFT Fat 1 4, ¥ 29€)

There are millions of Jakhyas (Yakshas), Kinnaras and Pisachas

(PPishachas).
(Gauri Sukhmani M. 5, p. 276)

ments : Pishachas are fiends and evil spirits. Vedas consider
them lower than Rakshasas. They are ill-natured, spiteful
and mischievous beings. It is said that they were created by
Brahma alongwith other demons. They are said to haunt the
earth and inhabit the forests. Sometimes the aborigines and

wild tribes are also called Pishachas.

PITAMBAR PIR

Source : Puranas

Com

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

IJH IHTaT a3t 3T
A9 gAfg Wi3gad ula

(HTRT &§ig, ¥. 89t)

My hajj (pilgrimage) is performed on the bank of Gomati,
where lives my Pitambar Pir (the Preceptor Krishna who wears

yellow clothes).
(Asa Kabir, p. 478)

Comments : Pitambar Pir and Pit Basan (see p. 1402) are the two
epithets used for Krishna, who is said to be the wearer of

yellow garments.
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PRAHLADA

Source : Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

Ja=yy TR JIfg Hiaowm ygsg Jafenr il

(AT M 8, ¥. 849)

The Hari killed the tyrant Hiranyaksha (here this name is for

Hiranyakashipu) and ferried across Prahlada.

(Asa M. 4, p. 451)

fugr ygwsT uIT usTenri
F udr um &  arfewr
fasr s uz€® W
uetrr fafy Sg Sifde wafau
ug yfase WRE afowr wfen
yafeafs & uzg Idt musfe
fsas€ -

3
:
1
__%

mémaﬁwﬁmﬁ@wﬁ



93T AT Y  war wfewm
ST gst sfwit @ Fefo Fag
H3ar  Eaffwr 3 gy fa=g
st 3@ & = F&  wfen
Yygs'¥ HS Tasr IO el

(998 ¥ 3, V. 99u8)
The father sent Prahlada for schooling. He carried the tablet and
came-to the teacher, "I will learn nothing else except the Name
of the Lord. O my Lord ! Write on this tablet.” The mother told
his son Prahlada, "Do not read and learn any other lore", she
instructed. "The Fearless Lord is with me, if I leave the Lord,
my ancestry will be blamed". "Prahlada had led astray all the
students, he does not listen to us and does everything on his
own, he has spread devotion in all the town. The assembly of
vicious people could not do anything. Sanda and Marka, the
teachers cried out, all the demons acted violently. The Lord
protects the honour of his devotees, what the created creatures
can do ?" Because of his past actions, the demon ruled, he did
not comprehend the Lord and was led astray. He began the
strife with his son Prahlada. The blind one did not know that
the death had come near. He imprisoned Prahlada and locked
him up. The fearless boy could not be frightened, "The Lord,
my preceptor, is within me.’ " If the created one, without any
merit, falls into rivalry, the Lord's Writ works upon him,
because he has begun strife with a devotee. The father carried
the mace towards Prahlada, "Where is your Lord ?" The Life-
Giver Beneficent Lord comes for help in the end, He pervades
everything that we see. The Lord manifested Himself, springing
out from the column. He destroyed the egoistic demon.... For
the sake of Prahlada, the Lord Manifested Himself, the wish
of the devotee was fulfilled. All the gods bow before Lakhmi
(Lakshmi) "O mother ! Remove this dreadful form of Narsimha
(man-lion), because of fear, Lakshmi could not go there." And
Prahlada, the devotee, fell at the feet of the Lord.

(Bhairo M. 3, p. 1154)

Episode : Prahlada, the famous devotee of Vishnu, was the son of
the demon king Hiranyakashipu. The demon king wanted
himself to be worshipped by all his subjects. It was his son
Prahlada, who did not obey his orders. He was a staunch
devotee of Vishnu. The king tried hard to dissuade him from
following his path, but without any success. He, therefore
decided to do away with him. He was thrown in the water
and put in the fire, but they could not harm the young
devotee. It is recorded in Bhagavata Purana that the king at
last asked his son, if according to him, Vishnu was
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everywhere, he was not seen even in the Pillar .nearby. In
a great anger, he struck the column, and Vishnu in order to
protect the honour of his devotee, sprang forth from_ the
column in the form of a man-lion and with his nails, killed
the tyrant. (Bhairo Namdev, p. 1165) and (Basant Kabir, p.
1194). The Lord is said to have bestowed salvation to twenty-
one clans of Prahlada. (Bhairo M. 3, p. 1133?

See : Das Avatars (Man-lion).

PURI DUARA (DWARKA PURI)

Sourco‘: Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Salub :
FTHT 3T Ut eHTaT ... i fa e T
(Mg H: 9, ¥. 902R)
Kasi (Varanasi), Kanti (Mathura Puri) and Dwarka Puri..... all
are merged in Thy configuration, O Lord !
(Maru M. 1, p. 1022)
Comments : Puri Duara is, in fact Dwarka Puri, which has been
shortened to fit in the rhyme scheme. Literally it signif
"the city of gates". It was Krishna's capital in Gujarat, which

is said to have submerged in the ocean after his death. It is
one of the seven sacred cities of Hindus.

PURIS
(Shiva Puri, Brahma Puri, Vishnu Puri and Indra Puri)

Source : Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :
feguat Mfo moug wa=Ti
goHust fages &at sa=r i
fAreust ar Jfear a=Ti....

(@83t 1> u, ¥ 239)
Death will ultimately come in Indra Puri (heaven of Indra),
Brahma Puri (heaven of Brahma) will not be there for ever;
Shiva Puri (heaven of Shiva) will also come to an end....

(Gauri M. 5, p. 237)
g uydbur ¥z Afg Afg &nf & wrara
Jgay & 7t a3gsr afg & Aelw a9
(FT AGaT H: 8, 8T M 9, ¥. 3389)
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All the Puris, regions and worlds of Jivas are under the
Command of the Lord. The Greatness and Acts of such
Command are Indescribable.

(Var Sarang M. 4, Shalok M. 1, p. 1241)

Comments : The word Puri is ordinarily used for a town or city.
Mythologically it is related to gods. Their abodes or heavens
are known as Puris. The abode of Krishna, the incarnation
“of Vishnu is known as Puri Dwara or Dwarka Puri.
Jagannatha Puri in Orissa is the city of Jagannatha. The
heavens of Indra, Brahma, Shiva and Vishnu are known as
Indra Puri, Brahma Puri, Shiva Puri and Vishnu Puri
respectively. According to Guru Granth Sahib, all the Puris of
gods are temporary heavens like gods, who are also prone
to death. Only the Lord-God is immortal and His Writ runs
everywhere throughout His Creation.

PUTANA

Source : Vishnu Purana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

ofs ofs a9z uzaT I

g5 w3Ist quefa Fati
(T 3HEE, U. tI8)

By remembering the Lord, Putana attained salvation; she, who
was the fraudulent child-killer.
(Gond Namdev, p. 874)

Episode : She, a female demon, was the daughter of Bali. She was

known as a child-killer and was sent by Kansa to kill

Krishna. She applied poison to her teats and attempted to

suckle infant Krishna to death, but instead she herself was

sucked to death by the divine child.

RAHU and KETU

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

& 93 Ty sEh Uy 99 efe ag ...
§t ¥ § AewET WHE & s I8
(@T HT K 9, ¥. 98}

If my body writhes in pain under the influence of two evil
Grahas, Rahu and Ketu....cven then my desire to utter Thy
Praises, O Lord ! may not diminish.

(Var Majht M. 1, p. 142)
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Comments: Rahu and Ketu are two Grahas. The word Graha
means ‘To seize or overpower’, but this name is given to a
class of demons, who seize their victims and inflict various
types of troubles. Various types of Grahas have been
mentioned in Hindu Literature. They have also been
associated with planets, giving rise to science of astrology.
The position of the planets at the time of the birth of a person
are said to exert favourable or malevolent influences. The
navagrahas are nine planets—the Sun (Surya), Moon (Soma),
Mercury (Budha), Jupiter (Brihaspati), Venus (Shukra), Mars
(Mangala), Saturn (Shani), Rahu (ascending node of the
lunar orbit) and Ketu (descending node of the lunar orbit).
In Guru Granth Sahib, there is mention of nine Grahas. (Bhairo
Kabir, p. 1163).

In Hindu mythology, Rahu was the son of Viprachitti and Sinhika
and is called by his metronymic Sainhikeya. He had four
arms and his lower part ended like the tail of a fish. He is
said to be a great mischief-maker. When the gods and
demons had produced Amrita, by churning the ocean, he sat
in disguise amongst the gods to receive Amritq. The sun and
moon detected him and informed Vishnu, who cut off his
head and two arms. Since he had drunk Amritq and secured
immortality, his body was placed in the stellar sphere, the
upper part called Rahu and represented by a dragon’s head,
being the ascending node and the lower part called Ketu,
represented by a dragon's tail, being the descending node.
Rahu and Ketu wreak their vengeance on the sun and moon
by occasionally swallowing them, when the eclipses occur.

RAKTAVIJA

Source : Durga-Saptashati of Markandeya Purana
Reference in Guru Granth Sahip -
AT TBAYS furs ||
IIIEY T By fgera |
(@31 1 9, V. 228)

The Lord destroyed Jarasandha and Kalayavana. The Lord also
killed Raktavija (Raktabija) and Kalanemi.

(Gauri M. 1, p. 224)
Episode : Raktavija was a demon killed by Durga or Chandi. It
is said about this Asura that each drop of his blood, as it fell
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on the ground produced a new Asura, but Chandi put an
end to it by drinking all his blood before it fell on the earth.

RAMA

Source : Ramayana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
AA9Y g'fe &€ I HaT aHIT
yse & 3 I8 #Hfg din
@vast aweg, V. €23)
In the Name of my king Ramchand son of Jasrath Rai (Dasrath),
says Nama (Namdev), I drink the essence and 'ambrosia.
(Ramkali Namdev, p. 973)
UyF IHIT IHIE A ST wr=g Sfwwr gl
gr=s ASt AoYd JET wa &t #Afg Ir=vEr /@
(e aHeE, ¥. to)
O Pundit ! I also saw your Ramchand coming. He had a quarrel

with Ravana and lost his wife. . ‘
(Gond Namdev, p. 875)

g 95 Hig 3¢ I 37 Hfo &g faegn
gy A¥ odfg A FEIFITI
gy o g ofow wifg fagx
wiafs fufs aferr 8 AsT BT

(8w ggig, ¥ 2398)

284

ﬁ)

Kabir says, there is difference in the utterance of "Ram"; in this
connection it can be said that the same Name is spoken by all
(for Ram Chandra) and the same for the Sportive Lord. You
may utter "Ram, Ram", but there is difference in utterance. The
One Ram Pervades many and the other pervades within his
own self. (i.e. the son of the Dasrath).

(Shalok Kabir, p. 1374)

oy ¥3 u5 ne< wisfe s wfoas

39 ot AT A< Hfs 3fs g3 mug il

Aigr & aifen eofAd sare HE Rarfu il

STaa JIIT Ag=I'd Afg <8 arfu Garfu i

Wa Hfg 3 andE HIST BerE Al

ga<gg wrarfon wiferr afd ARgril

ggr &g & mivet fafs yg e anfll

saq 2ydgerg A fagg & fegt axl
(WS Tt 3 T, 1 9, ¥. 1893)

Rama grieves in his mind, he gathers the army; he has within
him the power of Authority. He has a great army of monkeys
in his service; there is great ambition for war within him. The
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ten-headed Ravana has taken away Sita and because of a curse
Lakshmana was killed. It is the Creator Himself, who perceives
his creation and destruction. Ramchand grieves in his mind for
Sita and Lakshmana. He remembers Hanuman, who was
destined to come there. The mistaken demon (Ravan.a) does m?t
comprehend it. It was Lord-God, who did every.thmg, who is
care-free and whose Writ cannot be effaced, saith Nanak.

(Shalok Varan te Vadhik, M. 1, p. 1412)

Comments : The Gurus and radical saints used the names Rama

See:

Ravana, who had one lakh sons and lak

and Krishna, in their verses not only for the incarnations of
Vishnu but also for the Lord Almighty. They did not attach
any significance to the stories and traditions about the
incarnations, but when they used these names for Lord-God,
they showed utmost reverence for everything connected
with them. The reader can see the difference in approach in
the first two references. The third reference differentiates
between the two. As regards the story of the .life of
incarnatipn, several of the episodes have beex’ii recorded,
which can be seen in the fourth refer

ence. The reference to
the death of Lakshmana during the war because of a curse
may be noted.

Das Avatars, Sita and Lakshmana.

RAVANA
Source : Ramayana
Refercnces in Guru Granth Sahib :

an{arﬁ@avegarfs@wagaguaequ
airmfegagm’tau%fweﬁnrhu
(AB& H: ¢, ¥ 983¢t)

who had a big family;

table, saith Nanak.
(Shalok M. 9, p. 1428)

feq 3y Uz mer my a3t

fao =z wfs & & argt )

Rama has gone and Ravana has gone,
the world is a dream and nothing is s

(AT FElg, ¥ 8t9)

h and a quarter

grandsons; there is not even a lamp and a wick in his house;
having divine powers, the sun and moon worked in his kitchen
and the god of fire washed his clothes.

140

(Asa Kabir, p. 481)



F=s g 3 »fua szufa fus Hig are fag=
(F7dar &Eia, U. 9349)
The kings greater than Ravana left the world in no time.
(Sarang Kabir, p. 1251)

goufy gfu€e Az faa3u
v BT I AIUI
gvafe wfa€ wfa =<
g gItus JHfy ugarfes |
(wast 1 9 g dimfe, 4. €83)

The Lord made the enlightened person as the bridge, who
plundered the Lanka-body in order to save it from the agonies
of vices (demons). The Gurmukh Rama killed the egoist Ravana;
the knowledge given by the Guru was like the secrets of

Vibhishana.
(Ramkali M. 1 Siddh Goshta, p. 942)

(A8 9" 3 TUla o> }, U. 1893)
The ten-headed Ravana had taken away Sita, therefore Rama
grieves....
(Shalok Varan te Vadhik M. 1, p. 1412)
Episode : Ravana was the demon-king of Lanka. He was half-
brother of Kuvera and grandson of Rishi Pulastya. He
propitiated Brahma, who made him invulnerable against
gods and demons, but he was destined to die through a
woman. He could assume any form he pleased. Ramayana
describes him as having ten heads, twenty arms, copper-
coloured eyes and brignt teeth like the young moon. He was
very strong and had waged great wars with gods. He was
evil-incarnate. Therefore Vishnu had to incarnate as Rama
in order to destroy him. During the exile of Rama from his
kingdom for fourteen years, Ravana had carried away Sita
by force, therefore a great war ensued between the armies
of demons on one side and vast number of monkeys on the
other side. Sugriva, the king of monkeys and his general
Hanuman were the allies of Rama. Many a brave warriors
from both sides fell in the battlefield. Ultimately Ravana was
killed. There is a story that several gods performed the
menial duties in the house of Ravana. His chief wife was
Mandodari and Meghanada or Indrajit was one of his sons.
One of his brothers was the mighty Kumbhakarna, who ate
much and slept much. His brother Vibhishana did not like
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See :

his wicked deeds, therefore he left him and sided with
Rama. The story of Rama and Ravana is told figuratively in
the above reference No. 4. The island of Lanka is said to have
been built of gold by Vishwakarma.

Rarﬁa, Lakshmana, Sita, Hanuman and Vibhishana.

RAVI-SUTA (SUTA-BHAN)

Source : Puranas
Reference m Guru Granth Sahib :
aﬁ&w&b&wwgm@ﬁgmﬁu
(AREIE HIB 86F &, ¥ qs08)
Why should they fear Ravi-Suta (the son of the sun) i.e.
Dharmaraja whose mind is absorbed in the feet of the Guru.
(Swayye Malle Chauthe ke, p. 1404)

Comments : Dharmaraja was the son of Surya (sun), therefore he

See :

is called Ravi-Suta. Surya is also called Blan, therefore "Suta
Bhan" also connotes ‘Ravi-Suta'. (See Swa yye Mahle Chauthe
ke, p. 1400).

Dharmaraja.

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahip -

g fams ge faw at a=ry

W H: 3, ¥ qoy3)

(Maru M. 3, p. 1053)
qm;z‘zarmgggiamre’rﬁqﬁaémfgu
A Aeif3 a§ #fa & ..

(FHat o 4, ¥ yoo)
Brahmaloka, Rudraloka and Indraloka have been invaded by

maya, but it cannot even look towards Sadh Sangat.

(Gujri M. 5, p. 500)
ﬁmmméaﬁmmﬁmﬁmu
B wMEEH FJT I3 Iat Quur Sy gfs w2

(AREIE WIS 7 &, ¥ 93¢€)

With the concentration of Rudra and the knowledge of the True

Guru, the bard Bhal...can only say, "O Amar Das Bhalla, the
Praises of your qualities are only your own."

(Swayye Mahle Teeje ke, p. 1396)
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Comments : Rudra is another name of Shiva. Rudra literally means
terrible. In its application to Lord Shiva, this word desxg—
. nates him in his destructive character.

See : Shiva.

i e—

- RUKMAGADA

Source : Puranas (Narada Purana)
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

gaHiare Fa3f3 Iy Aug fsz et
(AREI® Hos 317 &, ¥. 93¢8)

Remembrance of the Name of the Lord was a constant function

of Rukamagad...
(Swayye Mahle Tecje ke, p. 1394)

Comments : Rukmagada was a king, who always meditated on
the IName of the Lord. (See Narada ’urana, chapters 9 to 38).

SAHASABAHU (SAHASARABAHU)

Source : Ramayana and Puranas

Reference in Guru Granth Salub :

AJHEd HOdle Hfau™HT 1.

g Awrg fas garfg »fsqari
(G163 M 9, ¥ 218)

4
My Lord destroyed the demons without the practlce of
devotion including Sahasabahu, Macdhukeet, Mehkhasa...

(Gauri M. 1, p. 224)

) Episode : Sahasabahu or Sahasarabahu means a person with a

| thousand arms. There are two episodes about such a person :

1. A Kshatriya king Kartavirya had one thousand arms. Once he
went for hunting and visited the hermitage of Jamadagni,
the father of Parashurama. There he saw the wonderful cow
Kamadhenu and wanted to own it. He drove it away by
force. The sage Jamadagni and his son Parashurama were

¢ not in the house. When Parashurama arrived and came to
know about the whole incident, he pursued the king, 1 illed
him in battle and brought back the cow.

See : Das Avatars (Parashurama).

1 2. Bana a demon, the eldest son of Bali, had one thousand arms.

His daughter Usha had a dream of a beautiful young man,
with whom she fell in love. Her friend Chitralekha was an
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artist and drew on a canvas the pictures of all the kings and
their sons, who were alive at that time. Usha recognised the
young man of her dream in the picture of Aniru(-:ldha, the
grandson of Krishna. Chitralekha, by her magic power
carried off Aniruddha from Dwarka to Usha's palace. Usha
hid him in the palace, but after that the palace-guards
noticed a change in the physical appearance of Usha and
reported the matter to Bana. After some search, Aniruddha
was found out, and was imprisoned. Krishna and Pradyumna
came to know about the captivity of Aniruddha and with an
army invaded the kingdom of Bana. Having been a devotee
of Shiva, Bana had received the boon of one thousand arms.
He prayed to Shiva for help, who fought on the side of Bana.
Ultimately Krishna was successful. Usha was then married
to Aniruddha and the couple returned to Dwarka.

SALAGRAMA (SHALAGRAMA)

Source : Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

(T [TF8 1 9, ¥ 9909)

O Brahmin ! Worship the Lord as Shalagrama and consider the

good deeds as the rosary of Tulsi....
(Basant Hindol M. 1, p. 1171)

ASfae™ aug A=

AT W Y, i} 3¢3)

For me, the service is Shalagrama.
(Asa M. 5, p. 393
Episode : For a devotee of Vishnu, Shalagrama, a black
is a most sacred object. The Salagrama stone is fo
bed of river Gandaki. It is said that Vrinda was the wife of
Jalandhar, an Asura born of Mahadeva's sweat, which fell
in the sea. On account of great austerities Jalandhar got a
boon of invincibility as long as his wife Vrinda remained
faithful to him. Vrinda was famous in the three worlds for
her conjugal faithfulness. Because of his birth from the sea,
Jalandhar claimed that the fourteen gems churned out of the
ocean actually belonged to him. Therefore he asked Indra to
arrange their return, but Indra refused to do so. Then there

ammonite
und on the
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was a war and Indra sought the help of Shiva and Vishnu.
Shiva went to Vrinda, but he was turned out. Vishnu
assumed the form of Jalandhar himself and succeeded in
violating her modesty. When Vrinda discovered the fraud,
she cursed Vishnu to become a stone. That is the origin of
Shalagrama. Vishnu also cursed Vrinda, who became the
Tulsi plant.

The Brahmins usually worship Vishnu as Salagrama in their daily

Puja.
SANAKADIKA (SANAKA etc.)
SANAKA, SANANDANA, SANATANA and
SANATKUMARA :

(Sanakadika pertains to all these four names.)

Source : Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

ASS A&E MI &t utfenr |
(AT Jdia, V. 82t)
Sanaka and Sananda (Sanandana) could not know the limits
of the Lord.
(Asa Kabir, p. 478)
A&Sd ASES &7a¢ His A=fa
wsfes AUz gofo sas=rati
(gFaT W 8, Y. YoI)
Sanaka, Sanandana and Narada Muni serve Thee and always
meditate on Thee, O Lord !
(Gujri M. 4, p. 507)
ASAE HAAE MHIA  AHTSTI
AuasTar 39 HaW & AT
(T5"FET aElg, ¥. £¢9)
The sages and gods like Sanaka, Sananda, Shiva and Shesha
Naga could not know Thy secret, O Lord !
(Dhanasari Kabir, p. 691)
Asd A&E&S 3JUAt #785 aI
I8 usHeEr ufad udn
- (336 W 9, ¥. 993Y)
Ganaka, Sanandana and many persons observing religious
austerities ferried across the world-ocean by the grace of the

Guru.
(Bhaire M. 1, p. 1125)
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(AGaT H: 4, ¥. 9338)

Sanakadika and Brahmadika (Brahma etc.) sing, also Suka and
Prahlada sing the Praises of the Lord.

(Sarag M. 5, p. 1224)
As3 gHe fag a8 Wow EsI=g 1
(T M2 Y, ¥. g09)

Brahma etc., Sanaka etc., Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana and

Sanatkumara, even for them, the Abode of the Lord is difficult
to attain. '

(Asa M. 5, p. 401)

Episode: In Bhagavata Purana, it is written that Brahma, while

creating the world, after some initial failures, created four
Munis (sages) viz. Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana and
Sanatkumara. But they did not like the work of creation and
absorbed themselves in austerities and worship of the Lord-
God. In this way, the very purpose of further creation by
Brahma was defeated. This filled Brahma with great rage,

from which sprang forth Rudra, who carried on the work of
creation.

SANDA MARKA

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
A8 Mad  &Et umg
Ag €3 I 9¥  wWfgy
(398 m: 3, V. 99yg)

Sanda and Marka made a petition to the demon king
Hiranyakashipu against Prahlada....

(Bhairo M. 3, p. 1154)
3T wWaar wfE  uadi
us a9t oW ot ufg a3
(398 5B, V. 93£y)

Sanda, Marka cried out to the king that Prahlada does not take
interest in the studies and they were tired of instructing him.

(Bhairo Namdev, p. 1165)

3 Haa afa§  afe
yose gze Hfar ofe
(977 419, ¥. 99¢8)
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Sanda and Marka went to the king and made a complaint and
Prahlada was very swiftly called.

(Basant kabir, p. 1194)
Episode: Sanda and Marka were the two teachers, who were
assigned the task of teaching Prahlada. The devotee (saint)
did not listen to them and was always absorbed in devotion.
He even talked about the devotion of Vishnu to other fellow-
students.

See : Prahlada.
SARASVATI

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :~

fea ufaa gasr fgg== &g ot

Stefe Stefe gy 53 & ug

FOH dfT I wetefw i
(G5 3895, U €¢Y)
Shiva, the destroyer of many sins and the master of three
worlds, wandered in several pilgrim-stations, but could not be
successful in his mission. The sin of severing the fifth head of
Brahma could not be washed off from him. Because of his

action, the skull of Brahma sticking to his hand could not fall
away till he reached Kapalmochan.

(Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695)

Episode: According to some accounts Brahma produced Sarasvati.
She was considered as his daughter, but seeing her beauty,
Brahma followed her lustfully. To whichever direction she
went, Brahma created a head in order to see her. When she
could not escape from all the four directions and the four
heads of Brahma, she flew towards the sky. Brahma
produced the fifth head. Such demeanour of Brahma was not
liked by Shiva, therefore he cut off the fifth head of Brahma.
This head stuck to his hand, for which Shiva had to go to
several pilgrim-stations. Ultimately, this head fell away at
Kapalmochan.

In later traditions, Sarasvati has been mentioned as the wife of
Brahma. She is the goddess of speech and learning and also
the inventress of the Sanskrit language and Devanagari
script. In her portraits she is shown as seated on a lotus and
holding a vina in her hand.
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There is no direct reference to her in the Sikh Scriptu‘re.

Her other names are Savitri and Gayatri.

SARSUTI (SARASVATI)

Source : Vedas, Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
der THsT  JieT=dl HIEIT
3 aafa @ey ufe Ag &t 3Ivet
(HBT H: 8, ¥. 9€£3)

Ganga, Jamuna, Godavari and Sarsuti make effort to touch the

dust of the feet of the saint. (They say : we are full of the dirt

of sins and our dirt is removed by the dust of the feet of the
saint).

(Malar M. 4, p. 1263)

Comments : In the Vedas, Sarasvati (Sarsuti) is mentioned as a

river. In all probability, it was a sacred river of the early

Aryans. As a river-goddess, Sarasvati is said to be the

bestower of fertility, fatness and wealth. In later period, she

is the wife of Brahma and goddess of speech and learning.

See : Sarasvati.

SATYUGA (SATJUG)

Source : Puranas and Epics
References in Guru Granth Sahip -
AIHfar 38 A3Y & way wgr Jg=Tg |
(F7T %A i 9, ¥ g20)

In Satyuga the chariot is of contentment and charioteer of

Dharma (Piety).

(Var Asa M. 1, p. 470)
A3dfer A a9 Ay St
wfe wfs garfs grevfy Fet
ASgfor oy U9 ¥ wrfay
Jedfy 8% & oy
(@HABT M 3, ¥ tto)
In Satyuga everyone spoke Truth, in every home,
enlightened persons absorbed in devotion. In Sa
Dharma-bull stood on all its four feet, the e
contemplates and knows it.

there were
tyuga, the
nlightened person

(Ramkali M. 3, p. 880)
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A3dfar Ag HA3Y HAdlaT il
Afg Afg s33 aifas distar
A9 Hfdg HAY  udd,
Y gafdy IsEr JIl....
A3dfar /g & Ag JeTl
Afe =33 wANT AT
Hfs Hfy A/g gon € sws
JgeHfy  AYY  AYTET Tl
(Hg M 9, ¥. 9033)

In Satyuga everybody was absorbed in Truth and contentment.
The Truth pervaded in its profundity. The True Lord, in His
True Command, judges the Truth... ;

In Satyuga, everyone spoke Truth, the True Lord pervaded as
Truth; there was truth in mind and mouth, the dispeller of fear
and illusion; the enlightened person had friendship with Truth.

(Maru M. 1, p. 1023)

Comments: In Satyuga or Krityayuga, there is cent percent

See :

Dharma. The Dharma-Bull is said to be four-legged. The
fourfold virtues of truthfulness, devotion, kindness and
charity are practised. It is written in Mahabharata that there
were no divisions of gods and demons, there was no buying
and no selling, no efforts were made by men, the fruit of the
earth were obtained by mere wishes. There was no disease,
no malice, no hatred, no cruelty, no affliction, no fear and
no jealousy. The people of all the professions fulfilled their
duty and everyone was devoted to the Lord.

YUGAS.
SAUNA (SAUNAKA)

Source : Vedas and Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

efssgefa 8= ARz Higa

G  HeT AN - AR
(fases W 3, @9 A, U. t89)
Saturday—Consideration of the Shastra of Sauna (Saunaka a
sage) dealing with omens (whether an action is good or bad,
which time is suitable or unsuitable for that action) is merely

whim and ego; the whole world is deluded in it.

(Bilawal M. 3, Var Sat, p. 841)

Aet ARz ROe #fe fag wuba afes€
(faat agr o2 Y, Y. 8t)
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That is for me the Sauna Shastra through which the Name of
the Lord is remembered.
(Sri Raga M. 5, p. 48)

Comments: Saunaka, the son of Sunaka and grandson of
Gritsamada, was a sage reputed as the author of the Brihad-
devata, an Anukramani and other works. He is said to be
a teacher of the Atharva-Veda. It was Saunaka, who
established the distinctions of the four castes. Regarding
Atharva-Veda it is said that the prayer which in older Veda
is the instrument of devotion is here rather the tool of
superstition. The most prominent feature of this Veda is the
multitude of incantations which it contains. The Sikh
Scripture is critical about the observance of omens.

SEKH-NAG (SAHASARA PHANI, SHESHA NAGA)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
AYSTaT 39 HOY & ATsT )|
(@RI adla, ¥ £€¢9)
Sekhnag (Shesha Naga) could not know Thy secret, O Lord !

(Dhanasari Kabir, p. 691)
MI & UEar
(F3I™ W 8, V. 930¢)

Sekhnag (Shesha Naga) remembered the Lord with his one

thousand hoods, but in doing so, he could not know the end
of the Lord.

AOR TaT AfuG Auswar afy Fufomr

(Kanra M. 4, p. 1309)

Comments : Shesha Naga is the king of the nagas (serpents), who
abide in the infernal region called Patala. He has a thousand
heads, which form the canopy of Vishnu. His coils form a
bed, on which Vishnu sleeps. Lakshmi, the consort of Vishnu -
sits towards his feet. He is said to support eight elephants,
who support the world. It'is said that he utters everyday a
new Name of the Lord with every mouth, but still there is
no end to Lord's Names. Whenever he yawns, the earth-
quakes are caused. He is clothed in purple and wears a
white necklace. He holds a plough in one hand and a pestle
in the other. He is also called Ananta.
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SHANKARA

Source : Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :
A9 Jfs 33t foufeE
It AfasC afg warmr
’ (83731 M2 8, ¥. 29¢)

Shankara and thirty-three crore of gods meditated on the Lord,
but could not know his secret.

(Bairari M. 4, p. 719)
Aaar &dt avsfg 3=
AT ag o<1l

(THEST 1 4, ¥ teg)

Shankara does not know the secret of the Lord; the gods have
accepted defeat in their search.
(Ramkali M. 5, p. 894)

ﬁaafan?;n@:-paaﬁﬁayfuaa*n
(FF gIFal W 4, 4. yqt)

Shankara, Vishnu and the incarnations of Vishnu utter the
Praises of the Lord from their mouths.

(Var Gujri M. 5, p. 518)
Comments : Shankara is another name of Shiva. It is in his creative
character.

See : Shiva.
SHIVA

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
Hae € forrat a3 wis mrud IHE wgg »idarar il
(FEIF > 3, 4. yyr)

Shiva, the sage, remains absorbed within himself, but he is full

of wrath and ire.
(Wadhans M. 3, p. 559)

.. HTeE MEu3T Il
fag st »ig & ufeG 3o mfe ga fagari
- (FA w4, ¥ 282)
Shiva, the Yogi, though tired of smearing his body, could not .
know Thy end, O Lord !
(Suhi M. 5, p. 747)
AaaT &4t Arafa g=

(@EBT M Y, ¥, tee)
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Shiva does not know the secret of the Lord.
(Ramkali M. 5, p. 894)

ui_é_ -_1 gr }m.'g@.“— U@K_\ g5 gﬁw )‘Hle_g ER'.HM' gril

Het & wfg yrer yar =r v SIAT HfaHT 8Tl
(TTF 3HEE, U. toy)

O Pundit ! I saw your Mahadeva (Shiva) coming; while riding
on his white Bull, his meal was prepared in the house of the
storekeeper, which he did not like and in rage, killed his son.
(Gond Namdev, p. 875)

fae fae a93 7 &3 fou=il

gge uTe 3FEI =HI= I
(@TF 3HeE, V. t28)

Those who meditate on the name of Shiva, they ride on the Bull
and beat the tabor.

(Gond Namdev, p. 874)
freyst ar Ifsar arsr )
(@83 1 4, ¥ 39)
The heaven of Shiva will come to an end.

(Gauri M. 5, p. 237)

HI9T WA3fa gA3T Aondt femasrs I

I A5 Wa M maar uws Iy

a9 Ffs  FBI W tefw gty
(TR 3895, 4. €¢4)
Though the moon abides on the forehead of Shiva and bathes
in .the Ganges and in his own clan, he came into contact with
ershna, the incarnation of Vishnu, but the blelnish from his

face is not dispelled because of his past deed (the blemish of
helping Indra to seduce Ahalya).

(Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695)
fim »dr mast oforr 82 ofy FTEDHT ||
(FT WG FYE W Y, ¥. 0tE)
The Lord Willed that Shiva be defeated by Shakti.

) (Var Maru Dakhne M. 5, p. 1096)
Episode : One of the gods of Hindu Triad, who represents the '
quality of Tamasa. Though he is a Yogi and very wise, he is

full of wrath and ire. The Supreme Being has assigned him .

the task of destruction. The word Shiva is often used for the
Supreme Being like Vishnu, but as the god of Triad, he is
considered a disciple of Maya. His consort Parbati (also
called Durga, Bhavani, Sati, Uma, Chandj etc.) is also called
Shakti, Figuratively, this world is called a play of Shiva and
Shakti. Shakti is maya. The Vehicle of Shiva is the Bull .
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Nandi. Though there is mention of the heaven of Shiva, he
is generally shown as a wandering mendicant, mostly
haunting the cremation grounds and accompanied by
ghosts, goblins and evil spirits. His matted locks are tied in
the coils of a serpent, which holds its hood raised over his
head. He carries a tabor in his hand and is fabled to have
received the Ganges in his locks. When the milk ocean was
churned, he drank the poison that appeared on the surface
of the ocean. The poison got stuck up in his throat, which
gave a dark blue colour to his throat. This is the reason why
he is called "Neelkantha". He has a third eye in his forehead
and carries a trident in his second hand. He is also said to
have some incarnations. There is a crescent or half-moon on
his forehead.

See : Chaudaha Ratan, Ganges and Bull.

SHUKRA

Source : Puranas

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

gfgs gaAr Hferr »Edadt i
#9165 &9 °§g I'9 wMEatll
fas a@ e ufensrat
(@831 w9, U. W)
The king Bali was proud of his wealth. He was puffed up
greatly by performing Yajnas (sacrifices). By not consulting his
Guru (Shukra), he went to the nether-regions (Patala).
(Gauri M. 1, p. 224)

Comments : Shukra or Venus is one of the planets. Mythologically

Shukra was the son of Bhrigu. He was the Guru of Bali and
the demons. When the dwarf (Vamana) met Bali, he asked
Bali to be cautious about the demands put by him. But the
king Bali did not hold further consultations with his Guru,
therefore the dwarf incarnation of Vishnu, through strata-

gem, sent him to the nether-regions.

See : Bali.

153




SIDDHAS

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

a3 fAag gu a9 a3.....

(7Y, 4. 2)
There are many Siddhas, Buddhas and Nathas....

' (Japu, p. 7)

a3q fAg 3¥ fa< g
(@€t grwaat adta, . 330)

Many became Siddhas, having been totally devoted towards
the Lord.
(Gauri Guareri Kabir, p. 330)
fra s@awta wifenr wfg g=r
(F9E Fwly, V. 99&0)
Eighty-four Siddhas play in maya.
(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1160)
frg sav=¢ fefa fafa ge=g )
3 gu9 fAfe 87 sam=g
fas Aaen @ Ay =g
@€ 1 q, ¥’ 23u)
If1am called a Siddha and command occult Powers; the crown

and canopy may bedeck my head; how can I search for Truth
without the Grace of the Lord. .

(Gauri M. 1, p. 225)
Comments : Siddhas are semi-divine beings of great purity. They
are said to dwell in the regions of the sky between the earth
and the sun. Their number is recorded as eighty-eight

thousand. They enjoy great occult powers. They do not take
part in the procreation of the living beings.

The tradition of Siddhas was carried forward by historical
personages, who were known as Siddhas, Nathas or Yogis.
These Siddhas are eighty-four in number and include
Gorakh as prominent Siddha. Lohreepa is another Siddha.
Gorakh is also included among the nine Nathas; Machhander
Nath, the Guru of Gorakh Nath and Charpat Nath are
among them. Some of the kings came under the impact of
Siddhas and Nathas. They became Kanphata Yogis and
wore ear-rings. They include Bharthari and Gopi Chand. The
names mentioned above appear in Guru Granth Sahib.

The Sikh Scripture is against the use of the occult powers, and also
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the renunciation of the world. The poem Siddh Goshta of
Guru Nanak Dev amply exhibits the difference in the
working of Siddhas and Sants.

SITA

Source : Ramayana
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
(A8 9" 3 IUIF, K 1, ¥. 9893)

The ten-headed Ravana has taken away Sita, therefore Rama
gricves...

(Shalok Varan te Vadhik, M. 1, p. 1412)
..&9f& @ I...arefs /gr g gl

(T WA H: }, U. 8€Y)

The false Gurus sing about the episode of Rama and Sita.
y ' (Var Asa M. 1, p. 465)

g=& AST AdEd JET W3 &t wAfe Ir=vet gt

@& aHEE, U. toy)
Rama had lost his wife and had to wage a war with Ravana.
(Gond Namdev, p. 875)

Episode : Sita was the daughter of Janaka Videhi, the king of
Mithila. For her marriage, a Swayyamvara was arranged. It
was proclaimed that whosoever would bend the bow of
Shiva, would be married with the princess. Several princes
tried, but it was only Rama who was successful in this brave
act. After her marriage she went to Ayodhya with her
husband. Rama was the crown prince, but before the
coronation, his step-mother Kaikeyi prevailed upon the king
to banish him from the kingdom for fourteen years and
instead install her son Bharata in his place. Sita accompanied
Rama in his exile, but was carried away by Ravana, the king
of Lanka. The tyrant king made every effort to win her to
his will, but could not do so. A great war ensued between
Rama and his allies on one side and the armies of Ravana
on the other. Ultimately, the demon king was killed, but this
pious and chaste great lady had to pass through a fire-ordeal
as a proof of her innocence for the world. After that she
returned with her husband to Ayodhya. But before she gave
birth to her twins Lava and Kusha, she was sent to the
hermitage of Valmiki because of a slanderous utterance of
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a washerman. There she lived till her sons mastered all the
arts of war and intercepted the Ashvamedha Yajna (horse-
sacrifice) of their father. When Rama came to know of their
identity, he called back Sita. But her heart was very heavy
because of the treatment meted out by her. She wanted to
go backyto the mother-earth from which she is said to have
sprung up. Because of her wish, the ground opened and she
was taken back into the source.

The word 'Sita’ ordinarily means 'a furrow'. In the Ramayana her
father says that he found her while ploughing.his field. For

this reason, she is sometimes called Ayoni-ja (not born from

the womb). Being the daughter of the king Janaka, she is also
called Janaki.

See: Rama, Lakshmana and Janaka.

SITALA (SHITALA)

Source : Puranas

Reference in Guru Granth Sahip :

(T 38, . tog)
Bhuta (Ghost) or Sitala, he can
of the vehicle of an ass, who

He who runs towards Bhairava,

only be recipient of the reward
rolls up in the dust.

(Gond Namdey, p. 874)

who is supposed to
all-pox. She has the
red clothes. She is
sons suffering from

Comments : Sitala is the name of the deity,
have the charge of that disease i.e sm
vehicle of an ass and is dressed in

worshipped for the protection of per
small-pox.

SUDAMA

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
T8E 9fF gen MfsE sarst afe o3 I

Mg i 8, ¥. ty)
The Lord met Sudama after removing his poverty. He was
emancipated through the devotion of love.

(Maru M. 4, p. 995)
Episode : Sudama had been a classfellow of Krishna and studied
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under the same teacher in the early years of their lives. When
Krishna was the king of Dwarka, Sudama in utter poverty
went with great hesitation, at the insistence of his wife, to
ask the king for help. The poor Brahmin sent a message to
the king, mentioning his identity. Krishna could well judge
the object of the visit of an old classfellow after a very long
period. He himself came to receive him at the gate and with
great respect seated him besides his throne. Though Sudama
had brought a small quantity of rice with him, he was not
so bold as to present the same to the king. After asking about
the well-being of Sudama's family, Krishna snatched the
small bag of rice and there and then began to munch the rice
out of great love and respect for his old friend. Though
Sudama could not tell Krishna about his straitened circum-
stances, Krishna provided all the wherewithals to Sudama's
family before he reached back home. Sudama's example is
often quoted to show the response of the Lord for love and

devotion.

SUKA (SUKADEVA, SUKHADEVA)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
736 7f3 =fy Wz gaewg
A A& U3t sfar fonrdar i
g5 @fs ust fie Qufs
fus vonm fag & w1
(@I K 8, . 930t)

Do not be misled by noticing the higher and lower castes, Suka
clings to the feet of Janaka and meditates on the Lord. Loads
of garbage fell on Suka’s head, but he did not agitate even a

little bit in his mind.
(Kanra M. 4, p. 1309)

FUSE Udyg I< I=° Jia fofu #m arfeG
(AEI® HIS Ufgd &, ¥. 93t0)
Sukhdev, Parikshat and Gautama sing the Praises (of Guru
Nanak Dev).
(Swayye Malhle Pahle ke, p. 1390)
Comments : Suka (Sukadeva or Sukhadeva) was the son of the
famous sage Vyasa. Though he was a Brahmin and son of
a famous Brahmin sage, he became a disciple of a Kshatriya
king Janaka. Therefore it is not necessary that only a
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Brahmin can become a Guru. The caste is of no significance
in the domain of spirituality. The preceptor Janaka, in order
to test his disciple Suka, kept him standing outside the
precincts of arena of sacrifice (Yajna). The impure articles of
food-leavings were thrown outside, which fell on the head
of Suka. But he did not move from the spot where he was
standing. He did not agitate at all. He passed all the tests
of his preceptor. He had been a great spiritual leader of his
time. It is said that he read the Bhagavata Purana before the
king Parikshat, when his end was approaching.

See Vyasa and Janaka.

SURAJA (SURYA)

Source : Epics and Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :

?%hgagéfef%égu
d9 dd3t ImI = L edli
(F7T AT o: ], V. g€g)

'_The sun-god and moon-god are in Thy Fear, O Lord ! There
1s no end to the distances of million of miles traversed by them.

(Var Asa M. 1, p. 464)
(AY, ¥. 2)
There are many Indras, sun-gods and moon-gods...

fag ar Sug gt
(@I [FBeS, ¥ €vy)

The sun-god, (whose charioteer is Aruna), is the light of the
world....

(Japu, p. 7)

(Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695)
< d B3 & fag 7 wov ¥ wis @y fog m=g 31
(RREIE HI8 §6F &, ¥. 9808)

Why should they fear the son of sun-god i.e. Dharmaraja, who
meditate on the Feet of the Guru ?

(Swayye Mahle Chauthe ke, p. 1404)

Comments : The sun-god is the great source of light and heat.
According to a legend, he is the son of Kashyapa and Aditi.
In another, he is referred to as the son of Brahma. His wife
was Sanjana, who was the daughter of Vishwakarma.
Because of his over-powering effulgence, Vishwakarma cut
away the eighth part of his effulgence. Out of the fragments
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of the cut away pieces, discus of Vishnu, trident of Shiva and
some weapons of other gods were made. In various
descriptions, he is said to be the father of Ashvini Kumars,
Dharmaraja, Shani, Sugriva etc. His chariot is driven by
seven horses and his charioteer is Aruna. He is known by
several names, as Biswa ka Deepak, Ravi Sut or Sut Bhan,
Martand, Savitri, Vivaswat etc. ’

SURAPATI

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :
E_IH'UfB' Soufe =at IS 7S 7
(G5™RGT &Hia, ¥. €¥9)

O Lord, the personages like Hanuman, Garuda, Surpati (Indra)
and Narpati (King) have not known Thy Qualities.

(Dhanasari Kabir, p. 691)

Comments : Sur means god and Pati means master, there the
epithet Surpati has been used for the king of gods i.e. Indra.

SURAHI (SURABHI, SURAHA)

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

H9d ar #HAt 3T I
34t Use Qufs sva w11
(87T auia, V. 99¢€)
Your gait is that of Suraha (Surahi, Surabhi) and the hair on
your tail glitter.
(Basant Kabir, p. 1196)
Comments : The word "Suraha"” seems to be a derivative from
Surabhi, 'the boon granting or wish-fulfilling cow'. In the
hymn pertaining to the above reference, Kabir has addressed
a dog, who was seen licking the flour from the handmill.
Instead of the word Surabhi the word Kamadhenu has been

used in the Sikh Scripture.

See : Kamadhenu.
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SURSURI

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
Aaar HA3fa gA3T AaRGT fers's J i
(TGt 3895, V. £¢y)

The moon abides in the forehead of Shankara (Shiva) and
bathes in Sursuri (Ganges).
(Dhanasari Trilochan, p. 695)

HIAdT A8® @3z ¥3at § A9 A% 93 39t Uk |l
HIT MUfe3 53 »i<d A8 T gandt Ha 3 sfa Sfe wird 1
(W8T FIeem, ¥. 13¢3)

If the water of Sursuri becomes wine, the saints even then do
not drink it; the impure wine and other waters, when they mix
with th <‘waters of Sursuri, they do not become anything else.

(Malar Ravidas, p. 1293)

e itfs 5 a@bur sfenr e ar 7w afe u2
fefs momst memdt fima ufex u=s e 72
(T BB 1 8, V. tug-yy)

When it rains, the waters of streets, drains and ponds fall into
Sursuri, they become pure on meeting Sursuri.

(Var Bilawal M. 4, pp. 854.55)
Comments : Sursuri is another name for Ganga (Ganges). Accord-

ing to Indian tradition, the waters of the Ganges are
considered pure.

TRETA YUGA

Source : Epics and Puranas

References in Guru Granth Sahib :

I3 waH F& few gatn

Sifs w9z fea efaar gt

Jfy 9% §F Ag =uwd

HoHTY U w=vet F
(g M 9,' 174 QoQé)
In Treta, one-fourth of the merit of Dharma was lost, Dharma-
Bull had only three feet and the fourth was replaced by duality.

The enlightened person talked of Truth and the self-willed
wasted himself in useless talk.

(Maru M. 1, p. 1023)
33 fex g &t efe
Uiy =dfanr afg arefs gfa i
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Ity g Aer I
»izgfg & =TH @Y JE
(THEST W 3, ¥. tto)

In Treta one-fourth of the merit was lost. The h i

: : ypocrisy spread
and the I..qrd was considered far away. The enlightened pzrson
was conscious of it. The Name in the mind brought comfort.

" (Ramkali M. 3, p. 880)
I Ig ¥F T Ag Ml JESY I
(@7 WA M 9, U. 820)

It SEoets Yuga, the chariot is of celibacy and force is the
charioteer.

(Var Asa M. 1, p. 470)

Comments : In Treta Yuga, the Dharma-Bull stood only on three
legs. One-fourth of his merit was lost. The malice grew up
in the minds of the people. They became shrewd and began
to act with motives. Still they were devoted to their duties
and performed the rites and ceremonies punctually.

See : YUGAS.
TULASI

Source : Puranas
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib ;
rarH fau ufe Wa=g migs ISHT HST I
(g7 [FFs W 9, 4. 1929

O Brahmin ! worship the Lord as Salagrama and consider the
good actions as the rosary of Tulasi leaves.
(Basant Hindol M. 1, p. 1171)

Episode : A woman named Tulasi, after having been engaged in
religious austerities for a long time, wanted the boon of
becoming the wife of Vishnu. When Lakshmi, the consort of
Vishnu came to know of it, she cursed the woman and
changed her into Tulasi plant. However, Vishnu is said to
have given this assurance to his devotee that he would
assume the form of the Salagrama and continue to live near

her.
Tulasi plant is considered sacred to Vishnu and is said to have

been produced at the churning of the milk-ocean.

Comments : The Sikh Gurus considered the worship of Salagrama

as idol-worship, therefore they rejected it. They laid stress
¢t Lord and also laid

on the worship of the Omnipresen
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See:

emphasis on good actions.

Salagrama.

UDHAU (UDHO)

(also written as Uddhava or Oodho)

Source : Mahabharata and Bhagavata Purana.
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib :

gug wge 3895 & afs wdle fasfey gfewm

FEt s Me® FIST IS IIE HHIEH 9 I Sfam il
(RSEIE Ho8 I &, ¥. 93¢3)

Oodho, Akrura (of the Dwapara Age) and Trilochan, Namdev
and Kabir (of Iron Age) got their sins effaced by remembering
the Name of the Lord and the same Undeceivable Name, which
ferries the saints across the world-ocean, came into the mind
of Guru Amar Das.

(Swayye Maile Tecje Ke, p. 1393)

Episode : Udhava was a friend and minister of Sri Krishna. He

was present on the occasion of the Swayyamvara of

Draupadi. Once a king named Shalva besieged the city of

Dwarka and it was Udhava, who saved the city. When Sri

Krishna was brought by Akrura to Mathura, he killed Kansa

and made Ugrasena the king. At that time Sri Krishna sent

Udhava to Ambadi to know about the well-being of people

there. The gopas and gopa women (cowherds) all met him

eagerly to know about Sri Krishna. They were pleased to
know about his welfare. It was Udhava who was informed

by Sri Krishna beforehand that the Yadava dynasty was
going to end. Udhava wanted Sri Krishna to take him along
with him to Vaikuntha. At that time Sri Krishna taught
Udhava the doctrine that the human body and other
material things of the universe were mere delusion. Sri
Krishna also answered several questions about bondage and:
liberation. Udhava then left Dwarka, having come to know
about the imminent destruction from Sri Krishna, for which
he was permitted by Sri Krishna.

Comments : It is said that Udhava, after leaving Dwaraka, went

to the hermitage of Badarika and engaged himself in
penance and devotion and ultimately attained deliverance.
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UMA (UMAPATY)

Source : Puranag

Reference in Guru Grapgh Sahib :

I=an s Shufg RS
A udfs AaW gt It
(HIMT afeem, i 990

(Ahalya) the wife of sage Gautama, ang the hush

i.e. Shiva—the latter got stuck the fifth head of ‘Brz?\trin:filtlhln'é
hand and the former was the cause of one thousand mark “?
disgrace on the body of Indra. =8

(Jaitsri Ravidas, p. 710)

onsort of Shiva. The
ga, Kali, Parvati and
S in Kena Upanishad.
and of Uma, which

Comments : Uma is one the names of the ¢
other prominent names are Devi, Dur
Bhavani. The earliest mention of Umai
The word Umapati means the husb
connotes Shiva.

See: Shiva, Parbati, Durga, Bhavani, Kali.

VIDURA (BIDAR)

Source : Mahabharata
References in Guru Grangh Sahib :

IHS T8F IHT
ﬂﬁa@f&ea&éfu@égamgﬁfaaéum.
MG TU foe9 & Ug »fz If i wrfsor )
Hig mrfes 7 7 wifen a1s areg 3 fagrat )

g FET, ¥ 990Y)

O king (Duryodhana) who should come to you ? I have seen

such a reverence of Bidar (Vidura) that I like that humble

person...Against your milk, the water of Bidar is like ambrosia

for me. His spinach equalled your milky food and the night

passed in singing the Praises of the Lord.

(Maru Kabir, p. 1105)

a9 #fg ofs wufswr Qan uest urfe i
Usy faeg ot 73 fans €3fonr wfy fam \feu
(Fot w8, u.
The persons of low caste, attained higher status while
remembering the Lord. Ask Bidar, the son of a maid-servant,
in whose house Krishna stayed. .
(Suhi M. 4, p. 733)

Episode : Vidura (or Bidar) was half-brother of Dhritarashtra an
Pandu. When Satyavati, a young beautiful girl was marr’



to Shantanu, after his son Bhishma Pitamaha had renounced
the right of succession and had taken the vow of. perpetual
celibacy. The sons of Satyavati had to succeed to the throne
of Shantanu. Satyavati bore two sons; one of them died
young in a battle. The other named Vichitra-virya asce.nded
the throne. He also died young and without any issue.
Before marrying Shantanu, Satyavati had borne Vyasa to the
sage Parasara. Thus Vichitra-virya, Bhishma and Vyasa
were half-brothers, being the sons of the same father. With
the consent of Bhishma and Satyavati, the widows of
Vichitra-virya, Ambika and Ambalika by name, bore two
sons through niyoga with Vyasa namely Dhritarashtra, the
blind and Pandu with a pale complexion. Satyavati asked
Vyasa to become the father of a third son, who should be
without any defect. The widow of Vichitra-virya, terrified by
the auster appearance of Vyasa, sent him one of her slave
girls, dressed in her own clothes. This girl was the mother
of Vidura. Thus Dhritarashtra, Pandu and Vidura were half-
brothers. ]

Vidura was a great devotee of Krishna. In the first reference given
above, Krishna addresses the king Duryodhana and shows
his love for his devotee Vidura. Krishna stayed with his
devotee. Vidura is one of the best characters in the
Mahabharata. He always gave good advice to both Kauravas
and Pandavas, though in the war, he sided with Kauravas.
He was also a well-wisher of the Pandavas.

VISHNU

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
S<r g9 "9 fans mofau
fans Agfa & w2 gfa ]
. (T8t grew wwdt ala, U. 382)

Remember Vishnu again and again, By remembering Vishnu
you will never suffer defeat.

(Gauri Bawan Akhri Kabir, p. 342)
fens wam fAg ufs ffer & efs mefs we€
arg ufg a9 arg ufg gasr afe v yafs =g

(@fFHE o 4, 4. 93)
At whose door should I take refuge, Vishnu, Shiva, an adept,
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a Muni or Indra. One may give you kingdom, the other may
take you to heaven, rare one among a million may ask for
salvation.

(Kalyan M. 5, p. 1322)
gfe gv »g fififs usst
aHsufa aesr ot JA&TI

(TEHET a919, U. £€¢9)

O Lord ! Vishnu and Lakshmi could not know you besides four
Vedas, Smritis and Puranas.

(Dhanasari Kabir, p. 691)
fams e »=e3vEt gur fag sfar 39 AFmaT I
(SFIF M 3, U. Yyt)

Kishan (connoting Vishnu) is always busy in incarnating
himself, then with whose help one may ferry across the world-
ocean ?

(Wadhans M. 3, p. 559)
Episode: Vishnu is the second god of the Hindu Triad. He
represents Sattva quality of maya, and is considered as the
Preserver of the world. It is said that the sage Bhrigu, in
order to ascertain as to who was the greatest god of the
Hindu Triad, visited all of them. Brahma neglected him,
Shiva behaved offensively towards him. It was Vishnu, who,
even being kicked by him, treated him with goodness and
generosity. Therefore he concluded that he was the greatest
of the Hindu Triad. Even the Supreme Being is sometimes
named Vishnu, as in the first reference above, but as a god
of the Triad, he is considered related to maya and thus prone
to death. Brahma is said to have been born out of his navel-
lotus (Gujri-M. 1, p. 489). In this case, he may be identified
with Maha-Vishnu or Supreme Being. His consort is
Lakshmi, who is also called Kavala. In this.case, Vishnu is
called Kavalapati (or Kamlapati). In times of grave emer-
gency, in order to help the gods and punish the tyrants,
Vishnu incarnates. Ten of his incarnations are considered
most significant. (See Das Avatars). The god is said to repose
on the coils of the serpent Shesha and his wife Lakshmi sits
at his feet. He has four hands. In one hand he hold a Shank
(conch shell), in the second a Chakra (disc), in the third a
Gadha (mace) and in the fourth a Padma (lotus) (Swayye
Mahle Chauthe ke, p. 1402). His vehicle is Garuda, a man-
bird. His heaven is called Vaikuntha, which has a circum-
ference of 80,000 miles. He has one thousand names, which
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are recorded in Vishnu Sahansar Nama.
Gee : Vaikuntha and Garuda.

Some of the names of Vishnu, which have been used for Supr?me
Being (God) in Guru Granth Sahib are Gopal, Gobind,
Mukand, Murari, Narayana, Madhav, Vasudeva, Prabhu,
Chatur Bhuj, Kavala Kant, Hari, etc.

YUGAS (Ages)

Source : Puranas
References in Guru Granth Sahib :
g9 dar Mfa »ifyz At gt
(GBTHET H: 3, ¥ €€U4)

In all the four ages, the True Bani (Divine hymns) is the
ambrosia.
(Dhanasari M. 3, p. 665)

gy dfer W8 WZ 39 fas ufy s & 3fen
(faat aqr w: 9, 4. 42)

In all the four ages, they are soiled and full of dirt, whose
mouths do not utter the Name of the Lord.

(Sri Raga M. 1. p. 57)
Comments : The Yugas (ages) are four viz. the Kritya Yuga (or Sat
Yuga), the Treta, the Dwapara and the Kali Yuga. In order
to estimate the period of each Yuga, the two Ayanas
compose one year. One Ayana of six months is the pe!‘iOd
- of sun's progress north or south of the ecliptic. The southern
Ayana is a night of the gods and the northern Ayana is the
day. The period of four Yugas is twelve thousand divine
years; and each divine year is composed of thrce hundred
and sixty days. The distribution of the divine ycars of each
Yuga is as follows : Kritya Yuga : four thousand, Treta Yuga :
three thousand, Dwapara Yuga: two thousand and Kali
Yuga : One thousand. The period that precedes a Yuga ?S
called Sandhya and the period which follows a Yuga 1S
known as Sandhyasana and each one of these periods is
equal to ten percent of the divine years. Thus

Kritya Yuga lasts for 4,800 years,

Treta Yuga lasts for 3,600 years,
Dwapara Yuga lasts for 2,400 years and
Kali Yuga lasts'for 1,200 years.
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In order to count the human years of each Yuga, we have to
multiply the divine years by 360. In this way,

Kritya Yuga lasts for 1728,800 human years,
Treta Yuga lasts for 1296,000 human years,
Dwapara Yuga lasts for 864,000 human years and
Kali Yuga lasts for 432,000 human years.

A day of Brahma is called a Kalpa. A day of gods is equal to one

human year. The 12,000 divine years are to be multiplied by

360, in order to get the number of human years in the four

Yugas. One Kalpa consists of 1,000 divine years. Thus a day

- or night of Brahma is equal to 12,000 x 360 x 1,000 human
years i.e. 4,320,000,000 human years.
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