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x o+ LUST IN HISTORY

Nations. Perhaps the most shocking bits of evidence have mme
fmm highl"‘?’ rfspect{?d mzihfar 1t1es SUCH as fﬁdi:ﬁi‘i Prime M:mstefs,
US. Congressmen and Justices of the High Courts and Supreme
Court of India. Evewitness accounts, primarily from Punjabis,

-
¥

also testify to the atrocities. The wide breadth of source material
demands our attention as important vehicles for viewing and

reconstructing the events of 1984,

AT s , . . . ) . . _ D
When discussing Punijab durning this historical moment, we
must at least introduce Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, a charismaﬁﬁ
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and influential leader of the Sikhs in the 1970s and early 19%‘
some have blamed Jarnail Singh for the 1984 assault on the Darbar
Sahib, alleging that he was 4 religious tanatic who mg??mpnaté}’

took refuge in the Darbar Sahib complex. Contrarily, others have -
praised Jarnail Singh as a rel; gious reformer who sought wéf-'fmé

the Sikh tradition and its institutions.

| Mth@ugh an important issue, this book does not eﬂé@ﬁﬁ
either view. Rather it deflects the question of one man’s ?‘ﬁﬁmm
the jfikal Takht to another that is more pressing: How do we
begin to comprehend the massacre of over a hundred th
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Hindu government, hardly implies criticism of an entire group of
religious followers.

To be clear, this work critiques the modern Hindutva ideology,
which promotes divisiveness and hate through the ethno-nation-
alist rhetoric of Hindu nationalism. In no way is it a critique of
Hindus as a people. In fact, countless Hindus risked their own
lives, not to mention the wellbeing of their families, in order to
save their Sikh neighbors during the attacks. For example, when
my own father was trapped near Bhopal during the November
1984 pogroms, Hindus he had never met intervened to save his life
on multiple occasions. In large part, the relatively few Sikhs that
managed to survive the government’s assaults owe their lives to
their Hindu neighbors.

Unfortunately enough, the accounts presented in this book
represent only a small fraction of the human rights violations
occurring throughout the world today. Sitting in the comfort of
our homes, it is easy to bestow the responsibility of action upon
others. But the fact that we can afford such comfort indicates our
responsibility to defend those who cannot defend themselves. We
must stand together and speak out against human rights violations
because there truly is power in numbers. Whether through con-
ducting fieldwork or media coverage, influencing legislation or
providing healthcare — it 1s absolutely imperative that each and
every one of us fulfills our responsibility by contributing to
humanity.

The genocide of 1984 demands our attention, for it is in danger
of becoming lost in history, buried under communal politics,
international relations and the government’s emphatic silencing
of human rights workers. It has been my goal to recover and dust
oft the concealed atrocities that have occurred, and continue to
occur in Punjab. As such, this book should serve as an introduc-
tion for understanding the 1984 genocide against Sikhs in Punjab.
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Additionally, with the hundreds of resources that are provided,
this project ought to serve as a stepping-stone and reference guide

to launch into a deeper exploration of the nature of human rights
violations in India.

Upon completing this book, I challenge each reader to research

and take action against such abuses. Individual contributions to

the battle against injustice mark significant progress in sparking
collective change. Our effort and commitment are the means to
tree the world of the mass religious and ethnic cleansings that
continue unabated across the globe, whether in India, Rwanda

or Darfur.

Gunisha Kaur
Preface to the Second Edition

......
--------
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The Genesis of Genocide

A just society cannot be built on tolerance for the most
egregious acts of violence that occurred in the past, and ... a
society cannot heal and achieve new levels of unity and
solidarity by turning away from the plight of those who
suffered, and are still suffering.

. . 3
Koft Annan, United Nations Secretary-General

“Genﬁcide. A term so politically charged that we hesitate to use i,
even when the nature of the atrocities against the citizens of a
country by their own government can be classified in no other
way. This was the situation in Punjab, where the cruel and in-
humane torture and killing of over 100,000 religious practitioners
by the police and government can only be referred to as genocide,
as defined by Article 2 of the United Nations Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide." To this
day the horrific events of 1984 that took place in India remain
unknown to most of the world. In order to understand why a
government would design the suffocation of an entire religious
group, we must take a close look at the foundation of the Sikh
tradition and the political situation of India at the time.

Initiated in the fifteenth century, the revolution of Guru
Nanak — the founder-prophet of the Sikh faith — forever altered
the landscape of India. His revelations, along with those of the
other nine Sikh Gurus, emphasized the oneness of the Divine and

i
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the inherent value of all humans as manifestations of the Crea
The message of universal equality presented and practicedé"ﬂ
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during this period as they peacefully marched and protested
outside of the Darbar Sahib.” Due to these public objections to
the abuse of power, as well as the nationwide dissatisfaction
with the dictatorial government, Indira Gandhi lost the 1977
Indian elections by a landslide. However, ineffective political
action, economic decline and fractioning within the succeeding
Janata Party led to Mrs. Gandhi’s reelection a mere three years
later. Her political strategy remained obstinate over the interven-
ing years and when she returned to power, Indira Gandhi insti-
tuted a tighter control over the Indian state by vesting additional
power in the offices ot the Parliament and Prime Minister, both
of which would assuredly be under her control.

In response, the Sikhs launched an agitation demanding de-
centralization of political power and restoration of civil liberties.
The nationwide popularity of the movement did not escape the
notice of Mrs. Gandhi and her Congress Party. In reaction to the
campaign that was flourishing throughout Punjab, her team
devised a strategy of divide-and-conquer. Religious tensions were
manufactured, driving Hindus and Sikhs against one another — as
long as the agitators were divided, the threat of a decentralization
movement would be minimized.

1984 was an important election year and the lack of support
from Punjab troubled Mrs. Gandhi. She realized the unlikelihood
of receiving votes from the Sikh constituency and began counting
on Punjabi Hindu voters to carry the state. For this reason, her
campaign bolstered its divide-and-conquer strategy and focused
on communal instabilities and insecurities as the underlying
theme of her platform. Her campaign depicted Sikhs as an
anti-national, violent and separatist community. Punjabi Hindus
rallied around her platform, believing that she would best repre-
sent their interests.

Mrs. Gandhi’s political strategy began with the vilification
of the Sikhs’ political institutions and leaders in national media
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(e.g., newspapers, magazines, television). After using med;a
pagand? ' construct the Sikhs as a dangerous and uncontre
enemy in the eyes of the public, the Indian government pm
itself as the savior by launching a full-scale assault on the

Sahib during the first week of June 1984. Although over 100,
innocent Sikhs were

gained public

become SYnonymous with ant

Influenced by the media campaigns, few Indians oppo

barbaric human r ights violations and mass murder. .
chefnmem attempts to silence the decentralization m
ment neither began nor ended with Operation Blu
vided b?r the villagers of Shutrana illustrates the brui

A:v?ar Singh at the hands of the police. Avtar Sin
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by the Indian government for their efforts to assist the victims
and their families.” To this day, such organizations have been
restricted from parts of Punjab so as to avoid an investigation into
the odious crimes against humanity." Several books that address
the Sikh Genocide have been banned by the Indian government
and labeled as seditious. The few copies of these books available in
India were confiscated and burnt shortly after their publication.

For the most part, the government officials and politicians
involved in the attacks have escaped criticism, scrutiny and litiga-
tion. Those that hold inside information about Operation Bluestar
have been reluctant to tell their stories, for they have been silenced
by fear of government reprisal. Witnesses fear for their lives and
for the lives of their families; to expose the truth about the geno-
cide is to gamble with death. Thus the poignant reality of the
human rights violations in India remains primarily in the hearts of
those who have miraculously survived the machinations of their
own government. Unless we take action urgently, their extraordi-
nary stories will be sealed by their deaths.

The Citizens for Democracy served as one of the most presti-
gious human rights organizations in India. Comprised of a retired
Supreme Court Justice and five eminent Indian intellectuals, this
fact-finding team is still considered to be one of the most impartial
investigators of the atrocities that took place in 1984 and there-
after. In a work banned by the Indian government entitled Report
to the Nation: Oppression in Punjab, the group sheds light on the
situation in India:"’

Today, 1t is the State itself which openly indulges not only in

murder and assault, but also in inhumane torture, molestation

of women, non-production of the accused before a Magistrate,

destruction of crops, frequent raids, and harassment of the

friends and relatives of the accused and false encounters
leading to gruesome deaths.
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The above speaks to the situation in the world’s largest demeac-ﬁ
racy, a country that the United Nations itself has lauded for #
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dedication to the protection of minority rights.”” Faced with su
clear and undeniable evidence of the grave human rights vio
tions that have occurred in India, it proves ditficult to turna

eye to the plight of hundreds of thousands of
i __: continue to suffer from the aftershocks of

If I can discuss apartheid in South Africa why not the
genocidal policies of an Indian government against its own
people? ... There is no guarantee that evidence will last,
nor that it will not be tarnished in time. If some objectivity
can come with time, so can hardened prejudice. There 1s no
?’Efm{m Jor neglect. Years from now historians will reconst
itzstary from what we haye said today. ... Respectable aut rs
like Patwant Singh and Khushwant Singh, who have m}
ffiufk *w'ith Sikh separatists, have labeled the killings
Sikhs mt India government inspired and organized, akin ff?
t:z Nazi P@ﬂams aganst the Jews. Tell the Jews worldwi .:_
imi:zi:i"f: ed to them in Nazi Germany is of o

ne borders of Germany. Tell the world

happens in the Middle East today is rrelevant to
Jew or Argh living in America.

LA B LA

S e
P I B .

N a Ba" am

In the vali
1 the valley of fear, brutality and inhumanity, one

R . A
P T

PR -?i-\'-: E: 3
L o8 - el

R e _E

- PR
R ST
A Tm Sl

- -




CHAPTER 2

alin ek nlin chek blls ek el clsk il cBal sl BN e dal o W B FE NP TR S PR LG Em ae e o ke g e b o sl e e

Broken Promises

I ask you [Sikhs] to accept my word ... and the resolution
of the Congress that it will not betray a single individual,
much less a community. ... Our Sikh friends have no reason

to fear that it would betray them. For, the moment it does
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so, the Congress would not only thereby seal its own doom
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but that of the country too. Moreover, Sikhs are a brave
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people. They know how to safeguard their rights by exercise
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of arms if it should ever come to that.

Mohandas Gandhi'
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‘n the early 1900s, India sought to gain freedom from the British
Empire, which controlled a majority of the subcontinent for nearly
a century. Although numerically in the minority, the Sikhs of the
Indian Army displayed their strong commitment to the freedom
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movement by contributing more arms and men to the independ-
ence struggle than all other groups combined.” The British and
Indians alike recognized the Sikh community for its crucial role
in winning freedom in South Asia.

Over the course of the independence struggle, several propo-
sitions were made to the Sikhs in order to persuade them to
break their alliance with the powerful Indian National Congress,
later renamed as the Congress Party of India. At the time of the
Second Round Table Conference in 1932, the British Government
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religious homeland, the Sikhs fought the colonialists with the
expectation that they would not only gain independence tor India
as a new nation, but also earn the freedom to express their reli-
gious beliefs within their own political domain.

On August 15, 1947, the British relinquished control of its
South Asian colony and the newly created nations of India and
Pakistan celebrated their inceptions. Sir Cyri Radclifte, in charge
of demarcating the boundarnies for the two newborn nations
of India and Pakistan, drew a line across the middle of Punjab,
splitting the butterfly-shaped Sikh homeland in two. This division
drove Sikhs from the Pakistani side of Punjab eastwards to the
Indian side of Punjab, and Muslims from east Punjab to the west-
ward Pakistani side. The Sikhs had to abandon their fertile and
irrigated lands of west Punjab and enter the boundaries of India
as orphans with no government aid. Nearly 40% of the Sikh popu-
lation was torced to leave their homes and an appalling 2.5% was
massacred in the violent exodus from Pakistan. Upon their move
to India, the Sikhs hoped to realize the promise given by Congress
~ freedom.”

Somehow, the Sikh hope for freedom proved too idealistic. A
confidential memo issued by the Indian government to all Deputy
Commissioners on October 10, 1947, a mere eight weeks after
independence from the British, demonstrates the government’s
true feelings towards the Sikhs and foreshadows the regime’s deceit
and pretenses:”

The Sikhs, as a community, were a lawless people and were
thus a menace to the law abiding Hindus in the province.
The Deputy Comnussioners are hereby called upon to take
special measures against them. You are also instructed that
no Sikh will cross Ambala. Keep these germs and bacteria
contained between Wagah border and Ambala. '




Kl
5
=+
K]

o
e
R
L
N
Lo
-
e

e

v gl
) .__._-"".

-
PRLILELUIRILS ]

LT -\.-C.;-\.- L
it

AR

i

LT LU T
ELEL

S

* LOST IN HISTORY

e R e T L PN
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The issue of language is important and deserves further
attention. Most generally, language is the means by which individ-
uals communicate. It serves to bind communities, forge alliances
and at times, create resistance. Language is therefore a matter of
ethnic identity, unity and necessity. Without this connection, the
advancement of societies and their abilities to oppose oppression
would cease. As David Crystal states: ™’

Language 1s more than a shared code of symbols for com-
munication. People do not fight and die, as they have done

in India, to preserve a set of symbols. They do so because
they feel that their identity 1s at stake — that language
preservation is a question of human rights, community status
and nationhood.

Denied these freedoms, the Sikhs were repressed politically
and culturally. While Punjabis demanded recognition of their

language in order to preserve their heritage and identity, the con-
temporary politicians felt that the demand for a Punjabi-based
state was an unreasonable call for autonomy. Despite the fact that

precisely the same criteria determined the boundaries for the other
states of India, officials of the Indian government argued that such
demands indicated a separatist and anti-national Sikh sensibility.

Such moves, taken to suppress any indication of non-
conformism, are not without precedent. For centuries, the rich
diversity of India has been celebrated, vet homogenized. Efforts
to normalize any variation have sought to eliminate diverse ele-
ments by taking them under a larger umbrella. From its inception,
Brahminism has strived to engulf opposition (e.g., Buddhism,
Jainism) by swallowing differences into its folds. Inderjit Jaijee
comments on the challenges of survival faced by minority religions
in India:* '
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