










































GURU NANAK AT MECCA

During the course of fourth missionery travels Guru
Nanak went to Karachi (West Pakistan) from there he
travelled by ship and reached Eden. There he held a
discussion with an Indian Faqir Shah Sharaf. Then he
travelled to Mecca. Many Muslim devotees from India" had
gone there to r p.rform Haj. At dawn a pilgrim named Jiwan
found that the Guru was asleep with his feet stretched
towards the holy Qaba. He felt that the Guru had shown
disrespect to the abode of God.

He kicked the Guru and said, "Who are you? Why do
you sleep with your feet towards the holiest of the
holies?" The Guru said, "Do not be angry with me. Kindly
turn my feet in the direction in which God does not live."
When Jiwan turned Guru's feet in the other direction, the
Guru smiled and said, "Is the abode of the Lord not there
in this direction?" The Guru enlightened Jiwan and told
him that the Divine spirit lives every where. We insult the
Almighty" if we do not lead our lives according to his
instructions.

In many janam sakhis (stories from the life of the
Guru) it has been stated that Guru Nanak turned Mecca.
But the real significance of this story lies in the fact that
Guru Nanak convinced Jiwan that God is present
everywhere. The Guru told Jiwan and other Muslims who
had gathered there that they should become true
Muslims.
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VISIT TO BAGHDAD

From Mecca Guru Nanak went to 1:Sagndad which was
the Headquarter of Pir Dastgir and many other Muslim
Faqirs. Many Indian Muslims were his disciples. Guru
Nanak camped near the residence of the Sufi Faqir. He
started singing hymns. People started flocking to the Guru
in large numbers. Many Muslim Faqirs became jealous of
the Guru. They complained against him to the ruler of
Baghdad and obtained orders that the Guru should be
stoned to death. A large number of people surrounded
the Guru. They had stones in their hands and wanted to
kill him.

It was the time for offering prayers. But the Qazis were



so excited that they even forgot to call the faithful to offer
prayers. The Guru saw such a large number of people
advancing towards him but he remained calm and
composed. He stood up and gave a call for prayers in the
manner of Muslim priests.

The Guru exchanged views with Pir Dastgir and told
him that he fully agreed with the ideas contained in the
Muslim call for prayers. He expressed his ideas on God,
man and human actions. This convinced the Pir that the
Guru was an enliqhtened saint.

The Pir took the Guru to his residence. He stayed
there for a number of days. He spoke to the Pir of true
virtue and enlightened him.

There IS an inscription in Baghdad which records that
the Guru had a discussion with Faqir Behlo!. The platform
on which the Guru had camped is still in existence.
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GURU WENT TO QANDHAR

Qandhar is a city in Afghanistap. It was founded by
Alexander the great when he invaded India. On his way
back to India the Guru reached Qandhar. He stood at the
door of a house and knocked. A young Mughal came out
and asked the Guru his name and the country he came
from. He was so much impressed with the Guru's reply
that he at once started talking about God and His grace.

This young man was called Yarwalli. He was a great
devotee of God. He longed to have a glimpse of the Lord
but his desire had so far remained unfulfilled. After
listening to the Guru he said, "In you I have had a glimpse
of God. Please make me your disciple. "Guru Nanak
stayed as his guest. Yarwalli became a devotee of the
Guru.

There lived a Khatri trader in Qandhar. Guru Nanak
spoke to him regarding the real significance of ritual
bathing and purification ceremonies. He asked him to
plunge in the meditation on God. The Guru stayed at his
house for three days.

Another noble man Shah Sharaf lived in Qandhar. In
fact he was a Pathan from India. He had gone to Qandhar
from Bidar, a city in South India. For quite some time he
had been living in Qandhar. He had many spiritual doubts.
The Guru showed him the path of virtue.

A large number of Khatris, Pathans and Mughals
became the followers of the Guru. He did not ask anyone
to change his religion. He told them that service of
mankind is the true path of virtue and the followers of all
the religions can take to this path.
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ENCOUNTER WITH WALLI QANDHARI

While travelling from Mecca to India, Guru Nanak
passed through parts of Russia, Iran and Afghanistan. He
came to Peshawar and from there went to Hassan Abdal.
On a hillock near this town lived a haughty· Muslim holy
man called Walli Qandhari. The whole of the hillock was
under his occupation. It overlooked a wilderness. The nes.
Guru set up his camp under a tree at the foot of the
hillock. The mel<:>dy of the humns sung by the Guru
fascinated the people and they flocked to him in large
numbers. The popularity of the Guru irritated Walli
Qandhari.

Guru Nanak sent Mardana to Walli Qandhari to fetch
water. Walli Qandhari insulted him and said, "If your
Guru has great spIritual power he should ask God to give
him water. Guru Nanak asked Mardana to push a stone
which was lying nearby. A spring of water gushed forth. It
continues to flow till today. Walli Qandhari's well dried up.
Even today there is no water it it.

Walli Qandhari was wild with anger. He pushed a huge
boulder from the top of the hillock so that Mardana and
Guru Nanak could be crushed under it. When Mardana
saw the huge boulder rolling down, he was panicky but
the Guru said, "Wahegur" and stopped the boulder with
his hand. The image of Guru's palm got imprinted on the
stone.

Later on Guru Nanak's devotees built a beautiful
Gurdwara at this site. The town of Hassan Abdal became
famous as Panja Sahib.
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BABARIS INVASION

In 1521 Guru Nanak once again went to Emnabad. He
met Bhai Lalo. For many days he performed Kirtan and
blessed the people. The Guru was at Emnabad when the
city was attacked by Babar. The local Pathan ruler and
the citizens were subjected to savage cruelties. A very
large number of people were killed in the massacre.
Thousands of men women and children were 'taken
prisoners. Houses were looted and women were
dishonoured. Mardana and Guru Nanak were also taken
prisoners. Mardana was ordered to hold the reins of a
horse and take it to the Mughal camp. Guru Nanak was
ordered to carry a heavy load.

Guru Nanak asked Mardana to let off the horse and
play upon his rebeck. Both of them started singing hymns.
General Mir Khan noticed that the bundle had risen a few
inches above the head of Guru Nanak and the horse was
following Mardana of its own.

In the prison both Guru Nanak and Mardana were
ordered to grind flour. Mir Khan saw that the stone mill of
Guru Nanak was working of it's own. He went to Sabar
and spoke about this miracle. The Emperor himself came
to the prison to see the miracle. He said to the Guru,
"We committed a mistake in imprisoning you. Please
pardon us. You are being set free. I wish to make an
offering to you. Kindly accept it." The Guru replied, "All
these prisoners are innocent. Set them free and get their
blessings. Serve the people. They will curse you if you
are cruel to them."

Babar was highly impressed by Guru's words of
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wisdom. He released all the prisoners and put an end to
the atrocities being committed at Emnabad. The Guru
also asked Babar to restore the goods looted by his men
to the rightful owners. It came to be known in the whole
of India that Guru Nanak alone had succeeded in making
Babar spare the people of India. 'Babar vani' was written
by the Guru after witnessing the sufferings of the people
during the invasion of Babar.
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DISCUSSION WITH SIDDHAS AT
ACHAL BATALA

Many Siddhas used to gather at Achal Batala O{l the
eve of Shivratri. Guru Nanak left Kartar Pur for Achal
Batala to attend the Shivratri fair and talk to the Siddhas.
He camped under a tree on the outskirts of the town and
started singing hymns. He was accompanied by Mardana
and Ajita Randhawa. The crowd at the fair swelled. People
were spell bound by the kirtan of the Guru. The Siddhas

. used to condemn the life of house holders, frighten the
people by showing miracles and heaping curses on them.
Guru Nanak's message was contrary to their point of
view. He told the people that it was possible to attain
salvation while leading the life of a house-holder and
taking part.in worldly activities, by meditating on God and
earning an hones.t livelihood.

The yogis hid the drinking pot of a religious actor and
said, "If the Guru knows everything let him find out the
drinking pot of theOactor."When the Guru came to know
of it he found Qut the drinking pot. This further irritated the
Yogis. They felt that the miracl.es which they had
performed had lost their significance. They came together
to hold a discussion with the Guru. They said, "After
wearing the robes of a Sanyasi why did you adopt the life
of a house-holder?" The Guru said, "You were born in the
house of a house-holder. You have renounced the worldly
life. Why do you go to the householders to get alms?
Your life is supported by the house-holders. Why do you
condemn them and create hatred against them?H
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~uru Nanak's discussion with the yogis is well known.
He gave a .fitting reply to all their questions. They could
not answer a single question of the Guru. He exposed
their wrong thinking. Many Siddhas changed their way of
life and became the followers of the Guru who thought
that by following the true path of viture, the Siddhas could
give spiritual solace to the people.
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GURU NANAK AT MULTAN

After discussing spiritual matters with the Siddhas at
Achal Batala, Guru Nanak went to Multan (West
Pakistan). In those days Multan was an important centre
of Muslim Pirs and Faqirs. They did not like that the Guru
should visit Multan. They held a meeting and worked out
a plan to prevent Guru Nanak from entering Multan.
When the Guru was on the outskirts of the city he was
offered on behalf of the Muslim saints of Multan, a bowl of
milk full to the brim. They wanted to convey the message
that the city was already full of Pirs and Faqirs and that
there was no room for him in the city.

The Guru took a Chameli flower and placed it in the
bowl of milk. His message was, 'Just as a bowl full of milk
can accommodate a flower so could the city of Multan
which was full of Pirs and Faqirs accommodate him .



BHAI LEHNA AT KARTAR PUR

Bhai Lehna had been staying at village Khadur for a
long time. Every year he used to go on pilgrimage to
Vaishno Devi in the company of his friends. But he could
not attain peace of mind.

One day he enquired from one of the disciples of Guru
Nanak about the abode of the Guru. On his way to

Vaishno Devi temple, he halted at Kartar Pur. He asked
his companions to wait for him outside the town and
himself came to the town to pay his homage to the Guru.

Aware as he was of the intensity of his love, the Guru
came out in the street to receive him. Bhai Lehna
enquired from the Guru himself about the address of
Guru Nanak. The Guru asked Bhai Lehna to follow him.
When they reached the house, the Guru entered the
house from the back side. Bhai Lehna went in and placed
his head at the feet of the Guru. Such profoufld peace

descended on him that he did not feel like raising his head



from the Guru's feet. When he realised that the Guru
himself had received him in the street, he begged pardon
for the disrespect shown by him. He had been riding the
horse while the Guru had walked on foot.

At the very first meeting he was so much fascinated
that he decided to stay at Kartar Pur for the rest of his
life. The Guru told him to go back to Kh'adur and look
after his family.

He came to Khadur but all the time he would think
about Kartar Pur. He made arrangements about the
comfortable living of his family. After staying at Khadur
for some time he left again for Kartar Pur. He carried a
load of salt for use in the common kitchen (Langar) at
Kartar Pur.

At that time Guru Nanak was looking after the work on
the farm. Lehna also went there.

He was given a bundle of grass to carry to the Guru's
house. His clothes were soiled with the muddv water
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dripping from the bundle of Qrass. Mother Sulakhni said to
the Guru, "This gentleman had already travelled a long way
carrying a bundle of salt on his head. You have made him
carry such a heavy load again. His fine clothes have been
soiled. You should have been a little considerate." The
Guru said, "He did not carry a bundle of grass. He
carried the canopy of spiritual sovereiqnty. The drops of
muddy water were the drops of saffron.

When Lehna met the Guru for the first time the Guru
had spoken some words of great significance. Bhai Lehna
told the Guru that his name was Lehna. (A man whom we
owe something.) The Guru had said, 'You have to get a
lot from me. lowe you a lot." None could grasp the
importance of his utterance.

So many times the Guru put him to test He asked him
to shake a tree and get provisions for the common
kitchen. The Guru's sons declined to obey the Guru
thinking that it was impossible to get provisions in that
manner. Once the Guru asked Bhai Lehna to eat the
flesh of a dead body. His sons and other disciples refused
to obey him. But Bhai Lehna said, 'Sir which part of the
dead body should I eat first?" Bhai- Lehna came out
successful in every test.

Feeling that his journey through this world was about to
come to an end the Guru asked the members of his
family and his disciples to assemble. He asked Bhai Lehna
to occupy his Seat. He placed a coconut and five paise
before Bhai Lehna and bowed to him. He asked Bhqi
Buddha to apply the sacred mark (tilak) on Bhai Lehna's
forehead. The Guru said that from that day Bhai Lehna
had become Guru Angad. He gave the book containing
his Bani to Bhai Lehna.
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DEPARTURE FOR THE HEAVENLY
ABODE

Next day the Guru lay down under a tree. His sons, his
wife and members of the congregation gathered there.
They were plunged in grief. The Guru asked them to sing
hymns. When they started singing hymns, the Guru
uttered 'Waheguru', looked at Guru Angad, covered his
face and breathed his last.

A quarrel ensued. His Hindu followers wanted to
cremate his mortal remains while the Muslim devotees
wanted to bury his dead body. Earlier when such a
controversy had arisen the Guru had said, "place flowers
on the right and left side of my body. The community
whose flowers remain fresh shall have the right to perform
my death rites in accordance with its customs."

It is said that the flowers offered by:both Hindus and
Muslims continued to bloom. It meant that the Guru
belonged to both Hindus and Muslims.
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