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PREFACE

This book was written in April, 1924 and

published in June, 1924. It is the most accurate and

authentic detail of the NabhalJaito agitation.

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee has

announced the release of 300 books on the occassion

of the tricentenary of Khalsa. The present volume is

one of those selected for the above project.

Jaito/Nabha agitation (1923-25) is a landmark not

only in the history of the Gurdwara Reform Movement

but also of Sikhism, the Punjab and the sub-continent.

On February 21, 1924, the British administered State

of N abha massacred a very large number of Sikh men,

women and children at Jaito for their "crime" of a

peaceful march to assert their right to religious

worship. Punjab, the Sikh Homeland, had already seen

two massacres (April 13, 1919 at Amritsar and

February 20, 1921 at Nanakana Sahib.) The British

had already tested the Sikhs' resolve to fight for justice,

freedom and Righteousness. In spite of this a mad­

office Johnston carried on another massacre. This

heinous act angered the international community. Per
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chance the correspondent of the New York Times had

witnessed most of the incident as he had accompanied

the ]atba which had been fired at by the Royal Soldiers.

The present version had been written by those

who were a part and parcel of the S. G. P. C., hence an

authentic and official record. This book is very useful

first hand source for the students of the Sikh history.

Dr. Harjinder Singh Dilgeer

Director

Sikh Itihas Research Board
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FOREWORD

The Jaito struggle has had a career, beset with

many ordeals and much martyrdom for the Sikhs. The

details of the struggle have come up to public notice

in press reports as they occurred from time to time.

The attempt is made in the succeeding pages to piece

them together in booklet form with a view to present

a connected version capable of easy reference. In the

following pages, only, revelatJons of first-hand

authenticity have been included; nothing has been taken

for granted; and the material published is drawn

from the reports of actual sufferers or respectable

eye-witnesses mainly of the moderate persuasion. The

aim kept in view has been to eschew all tendency to

advocacy one way or the other, and present the bare

facts in their true sequence, leaving the reader to his

own resources of judgement for the formation of

independent opinion.

The booklet was written by the end of April this

year, though due to a series of adverse circumstances,

publication has been delayed all this period. As no

additions have been made to the original version, the

recent developments of Akali history beginning with
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the arrest of the fifth and sixth Shahidi Jathas, and the

march of the seventh, eighth and ninth, and leading up

to the break-down of the Birdwood negotiations and

the prosecution of the members of the first Shahidi

Jatha have had necessarily to be excluded from this

booklet. It brings its tale to a close with the start of

the fifth Shahidi Jatha for the martyr-sector at Jaito.

The contents cover a range of wide and vital purport

including the genesis of the Nabha deposition; the Sikh

objective to combat and defeat it; the transformation

of the N abha agitation into the fight for restoration of

the Akhand Path at Jaito; its culmination in the massacre

of the 21 stFebruary; the strict censorship of Jaito

officials to prevent the trickling out of the news and

the testimony of Dr. Kitchlew and Mr. Zimand of the

'New York Times'; the unprecedented excitement

amongst the public, followed by the clamour for a

searching scrutiny; the farce of magisterial enquiry;

the belated return to good sense and to the method of

peaceful arrest: and finally, the succession one after

another, of gallant bands of 500 Sikhs, marching to

court arrest and hardships in the vindication of faith

and freedom.

It is necessarily out of the question to depict to

the finish a struggle that is still going on. For the

purpose of publication, the thread of continuity must

perforce be arbitrarily snapped somewhere, though

each day goes on making history in the world of
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unrelated events. But through all variations ofpotential

suffering, prosecutions en masse, inhulllan jail

treatment and arbitrary executive illlpositions, enough

has been indicated of the past to underline the essential

illlpossibility of the Sikhs succulllbing to terroriSlll or

despair. Vv'hatever the dangers and the difficulties, they

will fight their way to the end of their goal, undeterred

and undaunted into dismay. Indeed each new phase of

repression has only quickened the impetus for fresh

workers, until to-day the movement has transcended

the limits of the Punjab and is the recipient of eager

offers of personal service from the Sikhs of Patna,

Sistan, Bengal and even Afghanistan.

The need for propaganda in the cause of Sikh

reform is unlimited; but unfortunately, the means at

the disposal are strictly limited. The S. G. P. C.

therefore requests every reader of this booklet, to pass

it from friend to friend after use, with a request for

further circulation likewise. It also takes this

opportunity of rendering its thanks to the Manager of

"Swarajya", Madras, but for whose prompt assistance

in the midst of innumerable other pre-occupations, this

booklet could not have been so expeditiously printed

and published.

25th June, 1924.

Secretary, SGPC,

AMRITSAR.
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BEFORE JAITO

The Gurdwara Refonn Movement, otherwise

known as Akali Movement, is a purely religious

moyement and has naturally commanded the sympathy

and support of all right-minded men. But the

Government views with suspicion the organisation and

the rapid progress and development of this movement

and has from the very start of the movement kept its

iron-hand stretched out to check or stem this rising

tide of Sikh Reform by all direct and indirect methods.

Through the negligence of the Government

officials who were quite near Nanakana Sahib (the birth

place of Guru Nanak Sahib) was enacted on 20th

I~ebruary 1921 the horrible tragedy in which about 200

perfectly non-violent Sikh pilgrims were burnt alive

with kerosine oil or otherwise murdered in broad day'

light. This massacre gave a rude shock to the general

apathy of the Sikh community and the brave Sikh masses

shuddered with horror and rose as one luan to sacrifice

their lives in the noble work of purifying their holy

shrines.,

The Government did its best to place every

hindrance in the work of the reform movement till at

last the keys of the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, were
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snatched away in November 1921. Those who

protested were flung into jails. After about 200 Sikhs

had been imprisoned the Government restored the keys

and released the prisoners.

The Government took it as a lowering of its

prestige and hardly two months had elapsed when in

Spring of 1922 it started wholesale repression of these

Sikhs. About 1700 black-turbaned Sikhs were arrested

in a fortnight.

Later, in 1922, a batch of Sikhs going for the

service of "Guru-ka-Bagh" shrine was forcibly stopped

and subjected to heartless tortures. Every morning a

party of 100 Sikh pilgrims began to leave for the shrine

and the police with the preposterous obiect of

scattering them by force, belaboured them with heavy

sticks and butt-ends of bayonets till every single man

fell down senseless. About 2,000 Sikhs were beaten

in this manner but the Akali heroes never moved a

finger even in self-defence. Tired of beating the

Government began to arrest the batches of pilgrims

and about 6,000 Sikhs were sent to the lock up.

"After the Guru-ka-Bagh affair, tqe atmosphere

was cooling down and there was a gobd prospect of

peace between the Government and the Sikhs. But

the Government again plunged the Sikh community

into a turmoil of agitation by deposing the Maharaja of

Nabha in July 1923 on account of his sympathy with
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the Gurdwara movement. Advantage was taken of the

Patiala-Nabha dispute although both the states had in

December 1922, almost corne to a private

understanding between themselves. The Sikh

Community felt that this was a blow aimed at their

organisation and a side-attack on the reform movement

of which the S. G. P. C. (i.e., Shiromani Gurdwara

Parbandhak Committee) is the custodian, and with one

voice urged upon the Committee to take up the matter

and gt;t the wrong righted by all peaceful and legitimate

means. The S. G. P. C. took up the matter but had, as

yet, done nothing except publishing the true facts about

the so-called abdication of the Maharaja and asking the

Viceroy to refute those facts, when the Government

started a new hunt of the Sikhs. The Government felt

that its inability to controvert the facts given out by

the ·S. G. P. C. had shaken the ground from

underneath its feet, and so lost its head that instead of

reasonably meeting the voice of protest began to

suppress all expressions of sympathy even by the

subjects of the exiled Maharaja. "Sikhs were arrested

for making speeches and taking out processions in

sympathy with the Maharaja on the preposterous charge

of disobeying that very Maharaja's standing orders.

II

STRUGGLE BEGINS AT JAITO
"When arrests were made at a Diwan held at Jaito

in the Nabha State, the Sikhs assembled sat down to do


















































































































































































